ICKLEHAM PARISH

viagazine

A community magazine for Mickleham and Westhumble

February 2023

] i




Bullimores
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HEATING LTD

Accountants for Life
Tax * Accounts * Probate
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2. | Stepping Stones

MORE THAN JUST A PUB
—= T E CAFE-BAR
|G

Serving Morning Coffee and Afternoon Teas

RESTAURANT & ALFRESCO DINING

Serving fresh classic-style pub favourites

Live music events Take-aways available

Last Monday night of the Available for functions / private parties / celebrations / family gatherings
month from 7.30 pm Dog friendly
01306 889932 . Please check website for up-to-date menus
steppingstonespub@gmail.com events and current opening times

www.steppingstonesdorking.co.uk

Sherlock Funeral Service is an
Independent family owned business,
established over 100 years
o Private Service Chapel & Rest Rooms
e Home visits arranged if required

e Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available
o Free Parking

Telephone: 01306 882266

Trellis House, 190 South Street, Dorking RH4 2ES. A
Email: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons
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Hello friends

First of all, an enormous thank you to the editorial, production and distribution
team for giving us such a brilliant magazine and making sure we all get a copy. |
especially want to thank Sue Tatham whose brainchild it was and who has edited
it for very many years. She has done a wonderful job for us all and her dedication
and perseverance are an inspiration.

| am writing this on a cold, damp January day and February seems a long way off. The
month includes Saint Valentine’s Day on 14™ February, which is a commercialised
celebration of love. However, the original saint was probably a bishop who was
martyred for his faith in the third century and may have performed illegal weddings!
Celebrating love and commitment is no bad thing of course. Just prior to that there
is Racial Justice Sunday (12%), when the church promotes equality of opportunity
and worth, thinking particularly about combating racism. It is sadly still an issue in
our society and in our churches.

Lent starts in February with Shrove Tuesday on 21% and Ash Wednesday on 22",
| love pancakes, although | am conservative in my taste and either have lemon
juice and sugar or fruit with them. It is good to enjoy them but pancakes are also a
reminder of getting ready for Lent which traditionally involved fasting from things
like meat, fish, fats, eggs and milky foods. The making of pancakes helped to use
up fat, eggs and milk before Lent started. Having pancakes is still a popular custom
which is widely practised unlike the shriving from which the day gets its name. To
be shriven meant to confess your sins to a priest and be absolved. The Christian
could then start the period of self-sacrifice, resisting temptation and preparing for
Easter with a cleansed conscience. Not so popular now!

Lent of course starts on Ash Wednesday, when there is a short service of Holy
Communion in church at 7.30 pm with an opportunity to be marked with ash. The
ash is traditionally made by burning the Palm Crosses from the year before and is
a sign of taking Lent seriously.

Lent traditionally involves giving up something, but why? We can usefully donate
money saved to charity, it helps strengthen us in resisting temptation, but a
purpose we sometimes overlook is to learn to desire worldly things less and desire
God more. Lent is an opportunity to focus on our relationship with the loving God,
who not only created us but desires a relationship with us. The first step towards
a holy Lent is to examine what we prioritise over God and decide to give that up.
For some people it might be food or drink, but for others it might be excessive
screen time. Secondly, we may take up or do more of spiritual things like prayer
and meditation to better focus on Him.

How are you going to observe Lent | wonder?
Best wishes

P

The Rev'd Dr Sandra Faccini, Parish Priest



St Michael's
Church Services

Christmas Eve Crib Service

:Alpho IS
& back! A New Pawspective

10 am Sunday Services available on Zoom

J oining information for both Zoom and telephone users is
available in Pews News Online each week. If you would
like to join us by Zoom then contact Alison Wood for the

codes or to ask her to include you on the emailing list for
Pews News: admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk / phone 01372 376443. We hope as
many of you as possible will be able to join us for worship.

Please refer to Pews News Online for the latest information. If you missed any of
the services or would like to revisit them all are available on the church YouTube
channel: https://youtube.com/channel/UCl4pbewCT91iZhcdoEjJBlw

First Saturday of the month
Coffee Morning
at Westhumble

Chapel
Saturday
4™ February

Come along between
10 am and noon
for coffee, bacon butties
and cake £1.
Free drinks for children
Everyone welcome
For further information call

Jonathan Blake
07787 126966

Next Tea
20t February

. Host
Liz Absalom
Chapel Farm Westhumble

ALL WELCOME
TRANSPORT AVAILABLE

Please get in touch with Julia if you
are willing to help
siberrman@ btinternet.com

Men's and Women's
Saturday Breakfasts
at the
Stepping Stones
9—-10 Am

A social gathering open to everyone

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST
3" SATURDAYS
NEXT BREAKFAST

18™ FEBRUARY
Book with: Stephanie Randall
0773 6933 482

srandall55@gmail.com

MEN’S BREAKFAST
4™ SATURDAYS
NEXT BREAKFAST

25™ FEBRUARY
Book with: Andy Diamond
diamol@hotmail.co.uk

fter the successful and enjoyable

Alpha Course last year we are
planning to hold another one. It is a
great opportunity to learn about and
discuss the Christian faith. The start
date was Monday 16 January, from
7 to 9 pm and it will then continue every
Monday for 10 to 12 weeks. It will be
held at Chapel Farm in Westhumble. To
find out more or sign up please email
Andy on diamol@hotmail.co.uk or
phone 077789775354. We are also
looking for some simple admin support
so if you could offer an hour or so a
week for around 12 weeks please do
get in touch.

Bible Study

Monday Evening Group
8-9pm
3 Cleveland Court, Westhumble

Contact Amanda Wadsworth
aewadsworth@hotmail.com

Thursday Morning Group
11am-12.30 pm

Abbotts Cottage, Mickleham

Contact Alison Wood
01372 376443
alison.wood29@btinternet.com

ALL WELCOME TO EITHER GROUP

Mickleham Village Hall

3.30 to 5 pm

Come along and join us for family fun,
games, songs, food and crafts.
For children aged 3 — 10

ALL ARE WELCOME
To reserve your place or find out more details, email Sarah Blake
SarahJbl@outlook.com

ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS CHURCH
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he Crib Service — On a chilly

Christmas Eve my humans and |
wrapped up warm and headed to the
top of Adlers Lane for the annual crib
service. It was my first year of being
allowed to come along, although my
family told me it was a special tradition
in the village calendar (so | had to be on
my best behaviour).

After setting the scene there, we all
followed Mary and Joseph and the star
to Bethlehem (which I think was also
the field where Dad had been bonfire
building a few months before). We
stood by the fire and listened to the
story of the shepherds, then made the
last stretch of walk to the stable, where
the whole nativity cast came together,
in what looked like a lot of cosy straw
and twinkly lights.

There were lots of good readings
that told us the Christmas story, and
everyone had clearly been practising
hard for their big moments. | loved
being surrounded by so many people
singing alongside my family, telling me

the Christmas story
for the first time.
From my height of a
foot and a half, | was
also very taken with
the shepherd with
light-up trainers! Lots
of effort had clearly
gone into all the
costumes, although
it was a shame all the
tea towels were on
people’s heads and
too far away for me
to play with.

After the last carol (‘O come let us
adore him’ is normally what people say
about me, but | was told, in the spirit
of Christmas, that it was truly about
the baby Jesus), there was just time for
some refreshments and lots of Merry
Christmases to all our friends.

We walked home full of mince pies
(well, my family were, | wasn’t allowed
one despite my best big, brown,
pleading eyes), ready for the final

present wrapping, some Christmas TV
and a few biscuits and a snooze for me.
Not such a dog’s life...

My humans have also asked me to say
a big thank you to Anne Weaver for
organising this, and many other crib
services over the years, and to everyone
else who took part or helped in any way
to make it special once more.

Harry (age 2%) Assisted by
Isabel Budleigh

A thank you from Anne Weaver

would like to thank everyone who

took part in the Crib Service, taking
the time and trouble to provide
costumes for the children, and help
them to read so well, also to the adult
readers who helped to show that this
is truly an event for everyone, not just
the children. Huge thanks also go to
Gerry and Jonathan for providing all

the technical support and staging, as
well as being part-time cattle herders
— the cattle had been keen to stay
again this year but were persuaded
otherwise! Thanks also to Lucy and
Sophie for providing the refreshments,
always a difficult task because we
never know how many people are
going to attend. Barbara provided the

accompaniments to the carols with her
unique flair on the keyboard, she really
got us singing! Finally, a big thank you
to everyone who attended, you are the
people who make this worthwhile. It
has been a great privilege to be a part
of this over the last 20 or so years but
now | feel it is time to step down and
for someone else to take up the reins.

Carol singing around pubs of Mickleham and Westhumble

With the lead up to Christmas
and being out of any Covid
restrictions, there was definitely a buzz
about being able to meet and sing. As
| walked down to the Stepping Stones
pub for the carol singing, | did not know
how many people to expect. At 7.10
pm there were plenty in the pub and
the singers started gathering. As the
next few minutes passed, more and
more people turned up. The pub was
busy, some coming specifically for the
evening, some from 15-20 miles away.
Some possibly coming for a quiet drink,
awoken by the singing. The allocated 30
minutes soon passed and it was time

to move on to the Running Horses.
Some people moved with us and
some stayed at the Stepping Stones.
Thank you to the Stepping Stones for
minced pies. We congregated in the
door of the Running Horses, which
was full, and we had a wonderful time
with participation from many within
the pub. We accepted requests for
carols to sing. Again, thank you to the
Running Horses for their hospitality.
Our visit seemed to whizz by and it
was time to move to the King William.
By the time we got there a number
of people were eagerly awaiting our
arrival. We continued to sing a wide

variety of carols in the garden. Many
requests were received from those
trying to eat or socialise. We were
supplied with a wonderful selection of
refreshments.

Thank you to the King William for their
hospitality, Thank you to all those who
attended. Considering the climate this
was fantastic. We collected for the
meeting room in leatherhead over £200
which was fantastic especially as several
people remarked they did not carry cash
anymore.

Forthose that missed out the excitement

this year, you could always come along
next year. Jonathan Blake



Superb professional
cleaning of carpets
oriental rugs
upholstery curtains
and leather

Guardsman
anti-stain protection

* spot stain and odour removal

* leather cleaning specialists

* flame retarding

* dust mite reduction service

* all work fully insured & guaranteed

Established Local Family Business
e Over 20 years' experience

ﬁﬂyéj% ¢ |nternal & External
b f e Commercial & Domestic
660?l% O}ﬂf- Friendly, First Class Service

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTERS & DECORATORs ® Surrey / Sussex/ Greater London

FREE ESTIMATES
01306 640418

www.dorkingdecorators.co.uk
As approved by Checkatrade

For a free no obligation quotation call today
Freephone 0808 144 9071

John Joannides 28 Bracken Close Bookham

Safeclean
Tl care s e C DY

Fineburst

Kest Home

We aim to provide an excellent service at
competitive rates supporting emotional physical
and social needs of our clients always respecting

and protecting their status as adults.

 Residential and 24-hour daycare

+ Excellent cuisine
» Facilities for disabled: medic bath /lift

* Home doctor in attendance

« Single & sharing rooms

* Convalescent & short stays
* Lounge with TV & piano
 Separate dining room
« Physiotherapist chiropodist & hairdresser
« Entertainment: theatre visits / parties

& cabarets held on premises

National Trust Road Box Hill
Mickleham Dorking Surrey RHS 6BY

Telephone: 01306 889942 /888253

F o
¥
Z
O ° Breakfast and wholesome Brunch
2 = Morning coffee, cake and pastries
T o Selection of lunch dishes
EAT-DRINK=SHOP

o Afternoon teas & cakes

Mon — Sat_8:30am — 4:00pm o Wander around our shop

Sunday  9:00am - 4:00pm

o Private hire venue

ftyone.degreesnorth@yahoo.com

London Road
({Bottom of Byttom
Mickleham
01306 320455 [l @51.Degrees.North.Mickleham (@) @51.degreesnorth Surrey. RHS5 6EH

Professional dog walking and pet s«
Darki
Offerin v individual and pet visits,

L OT703 H48187 | e su rountry hounds@ g CHm
2] @surreycountryhounds n vhounds ge us on WhatsApp
Surrey niryhounds.com

SIMON HOOPER

For all your decorating needs...

Professional, friendly and speedy service at all times
Insurance work
Interior decorating
Qil & Water-based products
Wallpaper hanging & removal

Fully insured
Exterior painting
Free quotes & advice
Commercial / Domestic work

07947 135376 0208 3978 962
www.slhdecoratingservices.com

The Chapel Christmas Café 2022

t seemed hard to think back to the

first Christmas Café in 2014, when
the chapel still had its rows of pews, no
toilet or kitchen facilities. Was it another
one of those hair brain schemes (I have
been known to have a few!) to consider
holding a Christmas (Craft Fair) Cafe in
such cramped surroundings? Somehow
we managed - sheets of hardboard
were placed over the pews, allowing
the stallholders to exhibit their wares
on these make shift 'counters'.

The whole idea of opening up the
chapel, had been mooted for some
time, and this was one of the first
occasions, excluding religious services,
where local folk had a chance to see
beyond the doors. If this idea of opening
the chapel for village events was to
continue, major works needed to be
addressed. With the removal of the
pews (never an easy decision to make)
and the addition of a loo and kitchen,
the chapel was ready to take on a
renewed identity.

Now in 2022, the sixth Christmas
Café took place in dry but very chilly
conditions. Our stallholders included
patchwork items, honey produce,
Children in Need, Book Sales, 51
Degrees, The Garden Shed and a stall
run by volunteers in aid of The Meeting
Room, Leatherhead.*

By opening time, a steady flow of people
had begun to arrive. The aromatic
mulled wine being served on the patio
was proving to be a welcome beverage,

even with a group of ramblers! As
daylight faded the Chapel took on a real
Christmassy feel, with fairy lights both
inside and out, and the chapel itself
positively buzzing with shoppers.

Once again the Chapel had become
a place, where the community were
making good use of this extraordinary
building within their midst. It was
wonderful yet again to get together for
afew hours of 'catch up' with friends and
neighbours and warming mulled wine.

The £125 raised by this event was
donated to The Meeting Room,

Leatherhead. Jenny Hudlass

Carol Singing
at the Westhumble Chapel Ruins

On the 20* Dec at 6.30 pm a crowd
of all ages, plus one dog, gathered
at the Chapel ruins to sing carols. Carol
pamphlets were illuminated by torches
that had just lit the way along Chapel
Lane and two small boys with multi-
coloured light sabres helped to keep
the dark at bay.

The singing was led by Parish Priest
Sandra Faccini. Some of us at the back
missed the number of the carols to be
sung but our keen eared neighbours
put us right. One verse of Away in a
Manager was sung by the children and
one lovely young voice rang out above
the others.

After half an hour of singing, we
crossed the road to Chapel Farm to
meet the horses who enjoyed carrots
held out to them on, often nervous,
young hands. Then we progressed
to the mulled wine station and the
circulating mince pies and other
tasty nibbles. Thank you to the
Absaloms for providing such a warm
welcome, and to the carollers who
contributed nearly £240 to the
Gambian Horse and Donkey Trust.
Heather Armstrong, who runs the
Trust, was there, with her family, to
join in the fun. And fun it was.

Barbara Jones

The Meeting Room's Stall

*The Meeting Room is a registered
charity operating in the Mole Valley
and Epsom areas. The charity was
founded in 2014 by Graham Peddie
MBE, who was a leading advocate for
assisting the most vulnerable people
in our community. Our clients are of all
backgrounds and ages and our focus
is to provide meaningful support to
those with a wide variety of issues
including homelessness, poverty,
physical or mental health difficulties,
breakdown of relationships, social
exclusion and loneliness and issues
with alcohol or drugs.
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Advent Gatherings 2022

his all began as daily Advent Window

get-togethers outside, when Covid
was confining us to our houses, just
to get people out of their ‘prisons’
and meeting externally. It was a great
success for those circumstances.
Brainchild: Amy Ward.

The concept of pre-Christmas get-
togethers still seem to be popular,
as evidenced this year at a series of
‘clumped Advent Gatherings’ where, in
many cases, more than one ‘household’
was involved to host. The starting
event... the switching on of the two
spectacular trees outside of the Church...
was linked to Tracy Kennington’s ‘Peter
and the Wolf’ concert, and added cash
to her chosen charity.

(I would like to give a bit of history and
credit where due here: there were no
external Church trees or lights before
€1990. At that stage, a lunchtime
bunch of pub-goers all put in £20 or
so each and the idea was born. Steve
‘the light’ made sure that our Church
did not burn to the ground. Since then
the idea has been carried forward, with
new workers and the funding of the
Running Horses, through its various
different ownerships, and for which
we are truly grateful. One constant
through all of this has been Jason
Wilson... who has organized the whole
thing for the last decade, erecting
and lighting and all on time. Round of
applause, please!).

The Advent events this year (25-40+
people present) at 51'North, Mickleham
Hall, at Feena Graham’s house in Fredley,
at Hall Farm and at the Swanworth Lane
Courtyard, were unqualified successes.
One further gathering was abandoned
for reasons of a Michael Fish forecast.
The photographs speak for themselves,
as to the great and much appreciated
efforts made by the hosts, to make
them all memorable events and provide
pre-Christmas cheer to many. | think
Feena’s effort, with snow falling, will
particularly live in my memory.

This format has proved itself popular,
and hopefully can be the base plan for
future Advent gatherings.

Mark Day

ﬂﬂrw St Michael's Church Community Group

he series of monthly lunches ended

with the 1 December event. Like the
Lent Lunches they were well attended,
about 30 seems to be the norm, which
is commendable.

The lunches have relied largely on
the initiative and funding of Mary
Banfield, and the support of Frances
Presley and several others serving /
table arranging etc. They are a very
worthwhile Community event, in

Autumn Lunches

particular giving those of a ‘certain
age’ (including me) a place for lunch
and a chat.

The monthly Autumn lunches were a
new initiative, carried forward from
the successful Lent Lunch weekly
programme. The Autumn series of three
lunches raised some £400 in ‘retiring
collections’, which went to St Michael’s
Nursery and to Joe’s Buddy Line charity.

In all, the Lent and Autumn lunches this

year raised a total of over £1200. The
benefited charities included Combat
Stress and Ukraine, as well as those
already mentioned.

Thank you to those who subsidised
the events, and to the variety of
supporters /assistants who enabled
them to happen. This initiative is very
worthwhile, is a great support to our
locals, but is wholly dependent on the
generosity of local sponsors. Thank you!

Mark Day

A big thank you from the Lyons family

Celia, Ivan and Louisa would like
to thank you very much for the
generous donation to Joe’s Buddy Line
Charity from the recent Church Autumn
Soup Lunches and the Thursday Bible
Class and to everyone else that has
supported us and our charity in various
ways.

The charity is now working with eight
schools in Surrey and South London,
using our Mental Health initiatives
including the BUDDY BOARD (a lightbox
with MH information, a school QR

code and MH Trained Staff contacts),
BUDDY BENCH, various other help
including leaflets, template for a MH
Policy and workshops, which are
receiving very positive feedback. Many
other educational settings are making
enquiries and requiring assistance for
their specific concerns.

We have also just finished a project
with London Air Ambulance where
they are creating a Book for Families
on coping with sudden death and we
are the last family they have spoken to

Posting Letters to the Moon

‘... simply spellbinding performance...
revealing an abundance of love and
affection between ordinary people
caught in extraordinary times... a
theatrical gem. British Theatre Guide

he Community Group presents a

special evening on 4th February,
with a live performance of the two-
person play, ‘Posting Letters to the
Moon'. The play tells the wartime story
of Celia Johnson DBE (Brief Encounter/
Pride of Miss Jean Brodie) living in the
UK and her husband Peter Fleming
(brother of lan) who was posted to India
and the Far East during the war, working
for Military Intelligence.
Through their correspondence, it
recounts their very different lives and
their resulting wartime relationship.
The letters tell of Celia’s experiences,
coping with a large isolated house
full of evacuated children, learning to
drive a tractor, dealing with rationing,
occasional holidays in Cornwall where

she took to surfing, and all the while
accepting offers — when she could
get away — to act for David Lean, Noel
Coward, or wartime propaganda films
and broadcasts and ultimately, in
1945, starring in the classic film Brief
Encounter.

The play stars the husband and wife team
of professional actors: Celia and Peter’s
daughter Lucy Fleming (appearances
include Pride and Prejudice, Smiley’s
People, Mr Bean, Wycliffe, Heartbeat,
etc.) and her husband Simon Williams
(Dr Who, Minder, The Bill, etc, etc. ...
and currently The Archers).

Tickets are selling well, so hurry and book
now! £18.50, but £9.50 for under 18s,
students and those on benefits. Tickets
via annie@micklehamhallfarm.co.uk.
Doors open at 6.30 pm, with the
performance starting at 7.30 pm.
There will be a cash bar. Any profits
will go to St Michael’s Church and other
local charities. Mark Day

about losing our dear son Joe. The book
will have a foreword by Prince William,
Patron of the LAA, so he will read about
our charity and attend a reception on
publication for the participants. So who
knows where that could lead?

Once again, many thanks for everyone’s
support to enable our charity to help
as many as possible, within initially
schools and in the longer term colleges
and universities, who need Mental
Health information or more urgent help.

The Lyons family
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Lucy Fleming and Simon Williams

The Meeting Room

Special thanks must be given to Andy
Diamond who not only decorated
the village hall for The Meeting Room
Christmas party, but gave lifts to the
party-goers on the day itself.



Bliss Chimney Sweeps

All appliances swept

Traditional brush & rod Power sweeping

Pots & cowls fitted

Repointing, lead work & roof repairs

Fully insured Certificates issued
Free friendly advice

07739 638431

Blisschimneys@gmail.com

Your visiting

rehabilitation.

07834 227 999 sue-judd@sky.com

[\

®
o

PHYSIOTHERAPIST
SUEJUDD MCSP HCPC

40 years of experience.
All your requirements for elderly
mobilisation & post-operative

We provide the best
possible care for your feet

Book your appointment:
01372 454583
bookhampodiatry@gmail.com

Bookham

Chiropody & Podiatry Clinic
Diagnosis, Expert Treatment & Professional Care
for Your Feet

29 High Street, Great Bookham KT23 4AA

www.bookhampodiatry.co.uk

EDE BROS

- Since 1926, Capel-based and family owned
- STRESS-FREE, local, national & worldwide

+ Gontact us for your FREE estimate...

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

Scalextric Evening

ow do you spell that word —
Scalextric, or Scalectrix, or
Scalextrix? And what is it anyway?

You must remember the oval track,
set up in the most inconvenient place
in the house, with the constant whirr
of remote-controlled cars being raced
round and round, and then being told to
clear it away because supper was ready?

Now imagine a large figure-of-eight
track with eight cars. At the touch of a
button, you could try and control a car
along the flat, under a tunnel, up a hill
and around numerous bends without
losing it and trying to come in first! If
you wanted to be taken back to your
childhood, you should have been in the
village hall on 19*" November last.

After a fair amount of debate within
the Church Community Group as to
whether a) the evening would be a
viable proposition, b) the price was

too high to entice punters, and most
important, c) would anyone come
anyway, we decided to go for it.

We need not have worried. For two
hours from 5.30 pm at least fifteen
youngsters ranging in ages from about
three to twelve years were jockeying to
hold one of the eight control buttons.
When they were not racing small faces
were glued to the track, some only
just tall enough to see the cars, and
Alastair the helpful race manager had
to keep telling them to stand back and
take their fingers off as the lines were
electric!

An electronic score board kept a record
of the times of the circuits and at
about 7.30 there was a grand final and
a winner was declared. At last, the
adult ‘children’ could have their hands
on the control buttons. For the rest
of the evening there was not a spare

control button, but hot dogs and the
bar kept everyone occupied until one
became free.

A big thank you to all those who worked
so hard to make the evening happen.
Mark Day for the idea, Will Dennis for
the implementation and the finances,
Kelvin Pritchard for the IT, Annie Dennis
for the ticketing, Andy Diamond for the
bar, Debbie and Sue for the hot dogs,
Frances Presley on the door, all of the
above and others for the setting up and
clearing up.

We hadn’t planned to make a profit
but did not want to make a loss. In
the end we made a very small profit
of £36 which has been divided equally
between the church, the village school,
and the nursery. Do not miss our next
production, ‘Posting Letters to the

Moon’, on 4" February.
Frances Presley

Photographs: Michael Tester

P J Oliver & Son

Window cleaning
House & Garden Maintenance
Roof Repairs, Guttering
Painting & Decorating
Ground works, fencing, hedge cutting,
and tree work
Also Pest contral

Home. Ly HELPING PEOPLE AT HOME
n | . .
Counties | ive in Care

We are a close-knit family-run home care business

that is committed to providing friendly and reliable

carers, who genuinely care. J'\m
o Friendly, vetted trained and proven team puTETAa g

® 24/7 office support throughout the care package
e Experienced in caring for those with dementia

For more information and to arrange an assessment call us on

01483 224985 « 01737 354821
www.homecountiescarers.co.uk

Call Phil on 07722 158 111

Email Qliviagarrett/9@gmail.com

village

SICCILS

farm shop

YOUR LOCAL FARM SHOP
ON DENBIES WINE ESTATE

farm shop deli

plant centre

Open daily 9.30 to 5.30 (5 pm in January) and Sundays 10to 5 Free parking

Local produce, seasonal food, plants and flowers, Seville oranges
blood oranges now in for marmalade making

We deliver veg bags and more to the local area on Tuesdays and Fridays
see www.vgfarmshop.com or email vegbag@vgfarmshop.com for details

LOCAL e+ NATURAL

01306 880720 www.vgfarmshop.com

his was one of our most ambitious

projects to date. Taking into account
the hire cost included personnel to
‘compere’, it was clearly costly. Despite
that, | am delighted to say that the
event was a great success and made a
small profit.

The evening ran from five until nine pm
to enable youngsters to enjoy it. It turned
out to be a bit of a father/offspring event
with plenty of kids, both genuine and still
kids in mind. A total of over 80 people
passed through the doors, of which there
were about 25 minors.

The track was not like the one | had as

a child. It was 8-lane, smaller cars, and
measured c15ft x 9. Cars which flipped
off track were physically removed
from the race. The lighting was good
and there was a continually updated
scoreboard listing top-ten times. All
very professional. The photos say it all
really, but it pains me to say that the
fastest time was recorded by a certain
Will Dennis!

Debbie (‘the Sausage’, with Sue) did
her usual sterling job. And the bar
was, as usual, perfectly operated by
Andy Diamond. Thanks to everyone for
making this a good evening.

Mark Day
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Can you translate this diagram
into words? Say what you see.

Agent
Agent

Answer on page 26




Mickleham Choral Society Carol Party

... from the audience

Friday 16™ December was a bitterly
cold night at the end of a bitterly
cold week, -4 degrees was forecast
and frost was forming on cars as we
parked outside Mickleham Village Hall.
Inside however, the hall was inviting
and warm. As Juliet Hornby (Musical
Director) noted, ‘... for the first time in
years the Carol Party could be held with
windows and doors closed, no need
to restrict audience numbers and the
heating on’. | look forward to the MCS
Carol Party in December, it is always
such a wonderful start to Christmas.
This year was no exception and it was
lovely to see the hall so full.

After the bright welcome, all lights
were dimmed as the concert began, the
Choir singing ‘Illla Lucem Extendebat’
(Her Light Extends), and all choristers
gradually turning on their own fairy
lights. As stage lights returned it seemed
ariot of light and colours. Contributions
for the evening were varied with the
Choir moving from the conventional
carols through to more modern
pieces such as ‘White Christmas’.
Three readings were also very good
with ‘The Yorkshire Messiah’ by Andy
Diamond being particularly effective.
As always the audience responded
enthusiastically to the traditional
‘community carols’. Choreography
was fun in ‘We’ll Welcome Christmas

In’ (with added visual aid prompts)
sung as a tongue twisting alternative
to ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’. An
added bonus to this event was a
‘rhythm section’ - drums and the most
extraordinary electric double bass
— used to accompany the latter and
lighter items; Judith Flint accompanying
on piano with her usual flair.
It is always a marvel at these concerts
that the stage and all chairs disappear
so quickly afterwards to be replaced by
tables groaning with festive fair, whilst
mulled wine appears from the kitchen.
One audience member was heard to say
‘1 didn’t expect so much food!’
A thoroughly good evening.

A Fan

... from a member

resh from our international tour

(well, okay, it was only four days in
Italy but we did fly over France) the
Mickleham Choral Society graced the
homeland with a sold out, standing
room only concert in the village hall in
December.

The choir and audience alike braved
the sub-zero temperatures and, leaving
crampons at the door, gathered in
the warm and welcoming hall. The
audience greeted each other like the
old friends they are while the choir
warmed up in the back room — not their
voices but their fingers, each trying
to unravel the rat’s nest of a necklace
of fairy lights. Starting the concert in
blackout, we sang the haunting /lla
Lucem Extendebat, the tamed nests
being switched on gradually to twinkle
in their own firmament.
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Then up came the stage lights and
on with the show which included
community singing of carols (some
managing to avoid singing ‘when a pork
pie came in sight’) and winter-related
choral pieces, conducted by the brilliant
Juliet Hornby, ever more to be known
as La Maistra da Mickleham.

Choir member, and former Mickleham
Priest, Barbara Steadman-Allen wrote
the beautiful Christ, Humble Infant
which ended the more serious half
of the concert before Lol Herbert and
Annie Dennis joined our superb pianist,
Judith Flint, on drums and electric
double bass to up the tempo with jolly
Christmas songs and get everybody
jiggling about, thus introducing an
element of jeopardy at the prospect of
the basses plummeting from their perch
on the upper staging.

Then came the moment everyone had
been waiting for — the RAFFLE! We

sat with bated breath as tickets were
drawn for the hampers bulging with
Christmas goodies. Sarah Penry, one
of the noble raffle organisers, even
more nobly waived her right to a prize
when her number came up, much to
the consternation of her husband who,
dressed as one of the three kings, had
traversed afar in the hope of bearing
gifts home again.

That excitement over, we launched into
White Christmas and finished with a
rousing Hark the Herald Angels Sing.
In this case, the angels heralded a hasty
transformation of the hall, worthy of a
Formula One pitstop or perhaps the old
Royal Tournament gun carriage race, as
the staging was hastily dismantled, the
chairs removed and two long tables,
groaning with festive food (oh those
yummy meringues) were brought to the
centre of the hall. Mulled wine flowed
and ... a jolly good time was had by all.
Dina Stovell

The MPM begins a new era

As planned, | have now retired as
editor of the magazine, but am
delighted that a fresh new team has
taken over. Jan Budleigh joins Charlotte
Daruwalla as co-editor and Sarah Penry
is now managing the advertising. Angela
Ireland and Karen Beck have joined the
editorial panel. They will be supported
by our many existing helpers, so the
future of the publication is secure.

| must add a special thank you to Liz
Weller and Judy Kinloch, two very long-
standing panel members who have also
put down their pens. | am sure they join
me in wishing the magazine and its staff
every success.

Sue Tatham

Charlotte Daruwalla adds
Sue writes above that she has now
retired, but you may not be surprised
to learn that she has yet to ‘put down
her pen’. She is currently supporting
Jan as she edits her first edition of the
magazine for which Jan is very grateful.
We will include an appreciation next

month of Sue’s incredible 38+ years
as editor and we hope shortly to

he Parish

Council met
on Wednesday
11* January and
Councillors were joined for the first
part of the meeting by Nicola Hawley,
Operations Manager and Alison Vernon,
Director of Admissions and Marketing
from Box Hill School. They brought
councillors up to date with the school’s
progress and the good news that the
number of pupils, both boarding and
day was holding up well. However,
in common with many organisations
they are struggling to recruit some
domestic staff. Slowly, meetings and
other activities are returning to normal
after a long period of virtual activities.
Itis hoped that activities such as school
plays and Art Exhibitions will resume
in the summer term. This will provide
opportunities for members of the
community to visit the school. There
was renewed debate about traffic

MICKLEFIAM
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have a celebration of this fantastic
achievement.

Janis a quick learner, full of enthusiasm
and new ideas. | am really looking
forward to working with her as we take
on the task of maintaining (we hope)

Photographer Ben Tatham

A presentation to Sue by WRA and MPC
Sue’s high standards.

If you have particular memories relating
to Sue as editor of the magazine or
reasons to be grateful for its availability
please email editor@micklehammag.
co.uk

Mickleham Parish Councill

January 2023 Report

issues at the end of the school day, but
it was agreed that the double yellow
lines in the section of the Old London
Road from the A24 to Dell Close had
helped to ease the congestion, as had
the continuing use of Box Hill staff to
monitor the traffic on site at this time
of day.

Other issues discussed later in the
meeting included confirmation of
the agreed budgets and Precept
for 2023-2024, which show a very
modest increase; also progress in
the renovation of the Mickleham
Village signs on the A24, one of which
will soon be completed. The Local
Plan, which has been the subject of
endless consultations, has now been
put on hold by MVDC and concern
and disappointment were expressed.
A letter is to be sent to this effect, as
this action means that no affordable
housing projects can be considered in
communities such as Mickleham. Plans

for the forthcoming local elections
were outlined by our Clerk, Feena
Graham. Elections are due to be held
on Thursday May 4th.

Finally, there was a discussion,
prompted by a request from St
Michael’s Church Standing Committee
for Parish Council support for an event
to celebrate the King’s Coronation on
the weekend of 6" May. The proposal
was to have a special Civic Service at
St Michael’s Church on Sunday 7t May
at 10 am and a special Coronation Tea
at Mickleham Village Hall at 3 pm that
afternoon for residents of Mickleham
and Westhumble. Councillors expressed
their full support for these plans which
will be progressed in the coming weeks.
Meanwhile do please put this event in
your diaries TODAY.

Coronation Celebration: Sunday 7*"May.
10 am - Civic Service.

3 pm - Celebration Tea, Village Hall.

Feena Graham
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A Confidential & Safe Space to Talk
Counselling « Mind & Body Healing
Reiki ¢ Relax into Nature Sessions
Face to face/Online/Outdoors/Distance
Supporting you with compassion and
understanding through challenging times

Call Judith Cobby

' on 01306 882229
s 07790 614448

www.healing-inspiration.co.uk

TIM LANGLEY

Experienced craftsman

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
CABINET MAKING
FRENCH POLISHING

Free estimates collection & delivery

01372 457700 07960 486455

tmlangley@virginmedia.com

Rowlatt Garden Services

RGS

EST 1985

Gardens large and small
we maintain them all

All aspects of private and commercial garden
and estate maintenance landscaping undertaken
Fencing grass & hedge cutting
Telephone: 01737 841524 Mobile: 07887 838666

References available upon request

Julie Watts g

'..:.
Family Law N
AN AFFORDABLE AND EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONAL
ALTERNATIVE TO TRADITIONAL SOLICITORS
 Divorce ® Arrangements for children e Finances
e Court Proceedings
PROUD TO PROVIDE A DIFFERENT KIND OF SERVICE

e Affordable fees e Straight-talking advice
® Practical real support
Contact me for a consultation

07808 572157 juliewattsfamilylaw.co.uk

Mike Palmer @

Electrical Serwces

Part P reglistered electriclan u|-—

=y

From additional lighting and sockets

to complete rewires
Fully insured  Registered with the NICEIC

07866 930483 mike@mikepalmer biz

Boxhill Way, Stroad Green, Betchwarth RH3 7HY

[] ’ (] (]
Phil’s Mowing Dorking
Regular Lawn Mowing
General Garden Maintenance

Lawn Care & turfing

Hedge Trimming

Pressure Washing
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk

07905 160 765
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KING WILLIAM 1v

A Quintessential English Country Pub

Fresh food and real ales await and as does a warm
welcome, which is born out of a genuine desire from
the owners and staff to please our guests.

Byttom Hill Mickleham 01372 372590 www.thekingwilliamiv.com

M1ckleham

Village Hall

available
for hire

Hall bookings
Table & chair hire

Deanna Darnell
07790 941 601

bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk
www.micklehamvillagehall.org.uk

P

Planning
J  aparty?
Equipment
available for hire
China ~ Cutlery
Electric urn
Equipment hire
Mary Banfield

01372 373912

admin@micklehamvh.co.uk

-

Community Directory

Box Hitl AND HEADLEY HEATH (National Trust) 01306 888793
Lead Ranger — Meredith Westall (Merry) meredith.westall@nationaltrust.org.uk
07811 088097
01737 842889
lyn@mra.uk.net

Friends of Box Hill — Chair Lyn Richards

Box HiLL ScHoot

Headmaster — Cory Lowde 01372 374814
HMPA@boxhillschool.com
DorkING Cricker CLus

Chairman — Andrew Homewood homewooda@hotmail.co.uk

DOoRKING GROUP OF ARTISTS

Exhibition Secretary — Patricia Booth patriciabooth100@gmail.com

DorkING LAWN TeNNIS & SquasH CLus

Maddy Halliwell madeline_halliwell@hotmail.co.uk
DorkING Rucy CLus
Jim Evans 07789 176417

jim@flintcottage.net
THE GARDEN SHED

Pauline Davis 07759 646353
paulinemdavis@gmail.com

Susie Gowenlock 07768 923088
susiegowenlock@gmail.com

Cathy Lee 07585 742648
cplee1603@gmail.com

JuNiPER HALL FiELD CENTRE 01306 734501

enquiries.jh@field-studies-council.org
m.jones@field-studies-council.org
01483 281935
suzy@suzyhughes.co.uk

Head of Centre — Maddy Jones
Friends of Juniper Hall — Suzy Hughes

MickLEHAM CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND ASSOCIATION
Secretary — Sarah Parfitt 07767 891772

sarah@sarahparfitt.com

MickLteHAM CHORAL SOCIETY www.micklehamchoral.org.uk
THURSDAYS 8 - 10 pm — MICKLEHAM VILLAGE HALL
Conductor — Juliet Hornby

Secretary — Mike Benson

01372 373106
secretary@micklehamchoral.org.uk

MickLenam OLb Box HitLians FootsaLl CLus

Secretary — John Atewell 01372 374745

MickLEHAM ParisH CouNciL
SEE WEBSITE FOR MEETING DATES
Chairman — Rev'd David Ireland

www.micklehampc.org.uk
01372 379381
rev.ireland43@btinternet.com
Parish Clerk — Feena Graham clerkatmpc@gmail.com

MICKLEHAM PARISH MAGAZINE
Co-Editor — Charlotte Daruwalla 07933 300744
editor@micklehammag.co.uk
07880976301

editor@micklehammag.co.uk

Co-Editor — Jan Budleigh

MICKLEHAM VILLAGE HALL

Chairman — Ben Tatham 01306 882547
chairman@micklehamvh.co.uk
Bookings Manager — Deanna Darnell 07790 941601

bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk




ST MicHAEL'S CHURCH

within the United Benefice
of Leatherhead and Mickleham

INCUMBENT — The Rev'd Will Perry 01372 372313

PARISH PRIEST
The Rev'd Dr Sandra Faccini * 01372 417664
07763 488961

parishpriest@micklehamchurch.org.uk
* Main working days: Monday, Tuesday and Sunday

CHURCHWARDENS
Timothy Mathieson 07555 597163
TimothyMathieson@aol.com
Catherine Diffey 07790 473167

Mickleham@diffey.me.uk
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR
Alison Wood 01372 376443

admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk

PCC SECRETARY
Caroline Jones 07304271376
pccsecretary@micklehamchurch.org.uk

TREASURER
Richard Siberry 01372 375303
pcctreasurer@micklehamchurch.org.uk

ORGANIST
David Fishwick 0208 7732420

organist@micklehamchurch.org.uk
WEDDINGS CO-ORDINATOR
Elaine Machin 01372 724972

weddings@micklehamchurch.org.uk
BaPTIsMs CO-ORDINATOR
Vickie Leney 01306 884054
baptisms@micklehamchurch.org.uk
FUNERALS ORGANISER
Brian Wilcox 01372 374730

dbrianwilcox@btinternet.com
WEBSITE MANAGER

Kelvin Pritchard 07770 280410

website@micklehamchurch.org.uk

PCC Eco GRouP
David Kennington 01372 36230
davidkennington144@gmail.com

www.micklehamchurch.org.uk

For information about services for other
denominations see website pages.
Search on ‘Churches Together Mole Valley’

2022 REGISTERS

SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING

12t December  Tony Walker

2023

SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERMENT

16 January Dorothy Steinart

SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERMENT OF ASHES
17t January Andreas Florides
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CALENDAR
FOR FEBRUARY

Saturday 10 am
6.30 pm

SUNDAY 3 before Lent
10 am
Tuesday 7 pm

SUNDAY 2" before Lent

10 am
11.30 am

Coffee Morning at Westhumble Chapel
Posting Letters to the Moon. Village hall

Family Service
Prayer Group Compline in church

Holy Communion in church
Matins at Westhumble Chapel

Copy deadline for March parish magazine

Friday 7.30 pm
SATURDAY 9am

SUNDAY next before Lent

8 am

10 am

Monday 3 pm

7.30 pm

Tuesday 7 pm

ASH WEDNESDAY 7.30 pm

Thursday 3.30 pm

Saturday 9am
SUNDAY first in Lent

8am

10 am

Dates for your diary

Wednesday 15" March WRA AGM
Saturday 18" March Barnardo's Quiz night

Saturday 6" May Coronation Day
Sunday 7" May

LHG AGM & talk the vanishing river mole
village hall
Women's breakfast at Stepping Stones

CW Holy Communion in church
Holy Communion in church

Tea @3 at Chapel Farm
Garden Shed talk at Stepping Stones

Compline at church

Holy communion with ashing
Messy church village hall
Men's breakfast at Stepping Stones

BCP Holy Communion at Chapel
Holy Communion

Local Coronation Celebrations

MEMBERS OF THE
PAROCHIAL CHurRcH CouNCIL

Sarah Blake Elaine Machin
Mark Day Tim Mathieson
Andy Diamond Beverley Mehta
Catherine Diffey Elizabeth Moughton
Caroline Jones Kelvin Pritchard
Vickie Leney Richard Siberry

ST MicHAEL's CHURCH
CommuNity GRrRoOuUP

COMMITTEE
Kay Cain 07736 281752
kay__jay@hotmail.co.uk
Mark Day 07852 117249
mickleham@hotmail.com
Andy Diamond 07789 775354
diamol@hotmail.co.uk
Frances Presley 01306 882473
jasempres@gmail.com
Amy Ward 07709 199292

amycatrionaward@gmail.com

ST MIcHAEL'S CHURCH COMMUNITY
GRouP

HEeLPING HANDS
INCLUDING FOOD FOR FRIENDS
A service for all residents of Mickleham and Westhumble
Examples of services we offer:
¢ Essential shopping / collection of prescriptions
Changing library books
Small tasks: eg changing fuses, altering clocks etc
Dog walking
Visiting / befriending
Home-cooked meals for local families going through
difficult times

Requests to:

Will Dennis 07903 842674 wdwdennis@icloud.com
(who can put requests onto WhatsApp)
Mary Banfield 01372 373912 mgbbmw@aol.com

Frances Presley 01306 882473 jasempres@gmail.com

More helpers needed — please contact
Frances if you can spare some time.




Community Directory

Continued from page 13

MickLEHAM & WESTHUMBLE BADMINTON CLUB
Membership Secretary Sarah Blake tinkerbell0044@hotmail.com

MickLenam Cricker CLus
Membership contact Will Dennis 07903 842674
will@micklehamhallfarm.co.uk
MickLEHAM & WESTHUMBLE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Chairman — David Kennington 01372362309

www.surreycommunity.info/mwhs  davidkennington144@gmail.com

MickLEHAM AND WESTHUMBLE LocAL History Group
Chairman — Ben Tatham 01306 882547
ben@thetathams.co.uk

www.micklehamwesthumblehistory.co.uk

01306 885001
01306 885695
elsierosam29@gmail.com

MoLe VALLEY DistricT CouNciIL
Councillor Elsie Rosam

THE ARTS SOCIETIES (FormerLY NADFAS)

Betchworth — Mary Venning 01306 883301
Dorking — Sue Tatham 01306 882547
Leatherhead — Sarah Sheridan 01306 883699

ST MicHAEL's CHURCH OF ENGLAND (A) INFANT ScHooL 01372 373717
info@stmichaels-dorking.surrey.sch.uk
Friends of St Michael’s School — friendsofstmichaels2017 @gmail.com

St MicHAEL'S COMMUNITY NURSERY
WEEKDAY MORNINGS — MICKLEHAM VILLAGE HALL

Supervisor — Hilary Budd 01372 361021
stmichaelsnursery@btinternet.com

Surrey County CouNciL 03456 009 009
Councillor — Hazel Watson 01306 880120

hva.watson@btinternet.com
01483 795440
info@surreywt.org.uk

SURREY WILDLIFE TRUST

TREE WARDEN

David Kennington 07546 952521
davidkennington144@gmail.com
WESTHUMBLE NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Lead Co-ordinator — David Allbeury 07860 227451

westhumble.neighbourhood.watch@gmail.com

WhatsApp Group
Will Dennis will@micklehamhallfarm.co.uk

ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION
Cimzens ADVICE

Dorking — Lyons Court

Leatherhead — Swan Mews High Street 01306 732301

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111
PoLice Non-emergencies 101

01306 732302

(often quicker to make online report) https://report.police.uk/

Neighbourhood Specialist Team — Dorking Rural East
General enquiries molevalley@surrey.pnn.police.uk

NHS Urgent and emergency care 111

Babysitting
by local
youngsters

Those listed below are at least
14 years old.

Gracie Owen **07790 900649
Annabelle Prosser*

07443 634179
Maisy Presley* 07720 657327
Martha Pearce 07514 080005
Rory Lee ** 07973 360950
Ellie Kim 07773 395575
Chelsea Edwards 07834 695816
Edward Moran 07740 088124
Daisy Armitage **07580473812
Olivia Newby 07703 110363

* Holidays only
** Parent's mobile number

If you would like to add your
name to this list please get in
touch with
editor@micklehammag.co.uk

No Charge

Advertising in the
Parish Magazine

Please contact
MPMads@micklehammag.co.uk
Small ads: a nominal fee is
charged for ads where items or
services are bought or sold.

We have been advised to print
the following reminder:
We cannot guarantee the
quality of the goods and
services offered by our
advertisers.

Kenneth Richard Wyatt
1940-2022

M any family members and friends
gathered in St Michael’s Church on
14t December to say their farewells to
Ken Wyatt who died on 2" December.
During the service David Ireland
delivered the following tribute:

‘Ken was born in Carshalton, the
youngest of five boys. The family
struggled financially but what they
lacked in money, Ken’s mother more
than compensated for in love. She
simply adored her boys.

When Ken left school, he went to work
for a firm of accountants, initially as
an office boy but according to Ken his
tea making skills were so poor that the
partners decided that he might make
a better hand at accounting, which
indeed he did. He studied, gained his
qualifications as an accountant and
remained with the firm for nine years. It
was during this time that he met Wendy
at a church youth club — the dating
agency of years ago — and they married
in Carshalton church just 60 years ago.
Ken once told me that it was the wisest
decision he had ever made.

Ken and Wendy moved to
Bournemouth, the first of several
moves in their married life, where
Ken was accountant to a building firm
with whom he subsequently moved to
Wargrave on Thames. Philip was borniin
Bournemouth and Jamie in Wargrave.
With the responsibility of a family, Ken
decided to provide more security by
setting up his own building firm with
a surveyor friend of his. The firm was
remarkably successful until the property
crash of the late ‘70s which resulted
in the family losing their home and
livelihood and occasioned a move back
to their roots in Surrey.

With staggering resilience and Wendy’s
amazing determination, they started
all over again and whilst Wendy ran
her own interior design business, Ken
was employed by Safeway supermarket
where he combined his accounting skills
and building experience as the firm’s
Estates Director.

He enjoyed his years of very happy
retirement, playing golf three times
a week and of course keeping the
world on course with his friends at the
Running Horses.

And most importantly it must be
said that he lived for his boys, Philip
and Jamie, of whom he was always
immensely proud, as of course he was
of his grandsons Spike and Woody, of
whose academic and musical skills we
were all kept well informed.

He was supported throughout 60 years
by Wendy, his faithful and dependable
wife, whose care of him over these past
few months has been extraordinary.
Ken was always generous, loyal and
unflappable. He was much loved and
will be greatly missed.’

Also, extracts from John Banfield’s
tribute:

‘Ken really enjoyed his retirement and
if he said that once over the last six
months, he must have said it a thousand
times. But it was no accident. In typical
Ken style he took a few important,
strategic decisions and got on with this
new stage in his life. One was to join
Tyrrells Wood Golf Club. Wendy bought
Ken six golf lessons and never saw him
again. Ken loved his golf and took it
seriously. Endless hours on the practice
range, many lessons, the occasional
new set of clubs and then two or three
rounds every week.

Ken played good golf. He was not the
longest driver of a ball but always
seemed to find the middle of the
fairway, he rarely fluffed a shot and |
hardly ever saw him in the rough. Mr
Consistency which was great for him but
a bit of a problem if you were playing
against him.

In everything he did in life including
playing golf Ken was always smartly
turned out, neat and tidy, a gentleman,
and generous and courteous with
others. But on the golf course every
now then you could detect a quite
serious, competitive streak in him. Ken
liked to win.

Golf led Ken into competitions and
to society events and the golf tours
particularly those with the Running
Horses Golf Society. There were the
trips through the Channel Tunnel turn
right towards Le Touquet and find a
couple of courses to play and a good
restaurant for dinner. Later there were
longer trips to Mallorca. Ken enjoyed
them every bit as much as the rest of us

and treasured the friendships he made
along the way.

We are already missing you, Ken.
Tyrrells Wood and the Running Horses
are not quite the same. May God bless
you Ken and may you rest in peace.

We send our love and deepest sympathy
to Wendy and her family.

Community News
Geoffrey Irvine

e were very sorry to hear that

Geoff Irvine had died on 28t
December. He and Karen lived at
Cowslips for many years before moving
to Holmbury St Mary in 2001. Since then,
they have continued to keep in touch
with Mickleham via their magazine
mailing list subscription. We send our
sincere condolences to Karen, Andrew,
Keith and Hilary and their families

elcome to Jo Carroll and Doug
Walters who have moved to
Old London Road from Surbiton.

Congratulations to:

e Karen and Paul Beck of Burney
Road on the birth of grandson Arlo
Stanley on 14" November. Proud
parents are their son Joe and Georgia
who live in Crystal Palace.

e Deborah and Richard Chappell of
Pilgrims Way on the safe arrival of
grandson Alfie (Alfred Edward) on 27
December. A second son for Victoria and
Ryan, and a younger brother for Henry.

e Steve and Sfan Loveless of
Pilgrims Way on the birth of their
granddaughter Sophia Florence
Louise on 25" November. Born to
son Robert and Charlotte Loveless
of Bookham. A sister for Freddie.
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The Box Hill Hike rated best in England

Photograph Ben Tatham

Box Hill Hike has been rated best hiking
route in England. It follows an eight-
mile circular route encompassing Box
Hill, Mickleham and Mickleham Downs.
It was devised by David Kennington in
1990 not long after he came to Box Hill
as a National Trust warden.

Research by the wellness brand,
Goodrays, which analysed data from
Trip-advisor and AllTrails ratings along
with weather records, found that
the Box Hill Hike came out on top
for England, second only to the walk
around Arthur’s Seat in Edinburgh for
the whole of the UK.

i b =

For some residents this news will not
be met with unsurpassed joy after
cyclists discovered the area during

Box Hill Spur in the snow on 12 December

the 2012 Olympics, but it seems this
is the price we have to pay for living in
an area of outstanding beauty.

Sue Tatham

Mickleham and Westhumble Badminton Club

he fourth Christmas Social of the

Badminton Club was held on Friday
2" December at 51 Degrees North.
This was the first time they had catered
for such a large number and everyone
agreed that the meal was delicious,
their ‘signature’ mixed platter of
starters causing particular excitement.
The excited chatter indicated how much
people were enjoying each other’s
company and hosts Kwan and Mark
and their staff could not have looked
after us better.

During lockdown we were not able to
play on the courts at Box Hill School
obviously, so Keith and Cathy Lee
kindly marked out two courts on the
lawn and allowed us to play in their
garden. In recognition of this amazing
generosity, they were presented with a
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Christmas Social

silver tray at last year’s Christmas social.
This year Cathy and Keith were given
the task of choosing their successors
and Cathy presented the tray to the
‘obvious winners’ — Feena and Peter
Graham, who had not only hosted
the Summer Barbecue but had also
been exceptionally faithful in terms of
setting up the courts for our Wednesday
sessions and standing in for others
when a problem arose.

The standard of play at the club varies
considerably, ranging from experienced
and skilful players to those of us
who had not played before the club’s
inception 4 years ago. The experienced
players are all very kind and, with
the right mix, we can all have a good
game. However, one of the unexpected
strengths of the club has turned out to

be the social side. We have all enjoyed
making new friendships through the
club, many of us meeting after play
every week at our ‘club house’ the
Running Horses and we have enjoyed
several summer barbecues in gardens
in both Mickleham and Westhumble in
addition to the Christmas Socials.

We continue to be grateful to Box Hill
School for letting us have the use of
their four superb courts, which give us
ample space for the existing members
and would enable us to accommodate
yet more. If you are interested in
trying it out, do contact Sarah Blake on
tinkerbell0044 @hotmail.com

Angela Ireland

The Remembrance Concert
Sunday 13" November 2022

he thousand year old church of St

Michael and All Angels was full.
Mickleham Choral Society were
crowded between the pulpit and the
piano, with sopranos, altos, tenors and
basses all dressed smartly in black with
a red poppy. It was conducted by Juliet
Hornby with Judith Flint on the piano.

Barbara Steadman Allen set the sombre
mood in an instant as she played ‘The
Last Post’ on her bugle to a silent
audience.

Then, as the choir hummed ‘Abide With
Me’, Andy Diamond read from ‘For the
Fallen’ (Laurence Binyon).

The performance of the complex eight-
part harmony 'Lux Z£terna' (Elgar’s
‘Nimrod’) went really well and was
followed by the timely '‘Zadok the Priest'
(Handel), with its repetition of 'God
Save The King'. Little did we know when
we first began rehearsing this piece
that we would indeed have a king by
the time we performed it. Then, the
beautiful 'Ave Maria' by Caccini came
before the more dramatic 'Ave Maria'
by Rossini.

A break in the singing came with the
reading of Wilfred Owen’s moving

war poem ‘Futility’, made all the more
poignant by knowing that Wilfred Owen
himself was killed, aged 25, exactly one
week before the end of World War One.

The choir resumed with the gorgeous
contemporary piece ‘O Radiant Dawn’
by James MacMillan, a composer Queen
Elizabeth Il had herself chosen to compose
a piece for her own state funeral.

Next, 'The Moon Represents My Heart’
was sung by the MCS choir in Chinese,
followed by ‘Something Told The Wild
Geese'.

Andy Diamond at the lectern again, this
time with a dramatic passage he had
chosen from ‘War Horse’ ... an evocative
description of going into battle from a
horse’s point of view.

‘The Road Home’, a moving song was
followed by ‘Irish Blessing’, sung by
heart and full of heartwarming wishes,
and then the modern piece ‘Flight
Song’, also sung by heart.

The last reading, ‘Anthem’ by the
wonderful Leonard Cohen was ably read
by Karen Ripper.

Then followed what, for many, was the

highlight of this year’s remembrance
concert:

‘A Prayer for Ukraine’. The choir hummed
in the background as Yevheniia sang
beautifully and movingly in the Ukranian
language about her homeland, where
we hear on the news, and from people
we know, about the war and how
difficult life is for those Ukrainians who
remain in their country.

Yevheniia and her children left their
city in Ukraine to take refuge in Dorking
earlier this year. Choir members Jules
and Stephen Williams are sharing their
home with her and her young family.

Mickleham Choral Society’s final
offering was ‘Va Pensiero’ (Verdi),
sung in Italian, by heart; and so came
the end of the concert and time for chat
and drinks in the church (and | dare say,
more of same in The Running Horses
afterwards).

| recall the 2018 Remembrance Day
Concert in Mickleham being particularly
memorable for marking the centenary
of the end of The Great War. This one
however, will remain in our hearts for
the extraordinary performance from
Yevheniia, reminding us that war and
its consequences are still present in the

Europe of today. Jaqueline Kenney

Local Poppy appeal donations

he collection at the Remembrance Service and the sale of poppies in the church raised £579 for the

ROYAL BRITISH LESIOMN

Royal British Legion. Neil Aitken thanks everyone for the £392 raised in the Westhumble poppy appeal.

Peter and the Wolf Concer’r for Ch||dren

On 27" November a large and
excitable group of children and
adults gathered at St Michael’s church
for an audible treat; Peter and the Wolf
by Prokofiev.

As the hubbub subsided we were
introduced to the ‘characters’ in the
guise of the bassoon, violin, oboe,
clarinet and flute. If you have not
listened to the music before, these
instruments represent the strict
Grandfather, duck, cat, bird, Peter and
the wolf.

The children were mesmerised by the
story, read by Will Dennis, and beautiful
sounds from the very talented musicians.
Many adults were also transported back
to their childhoods for a hit of nostalgia
in this most important piece.

Thank you so much to Tracy Kennington
for arranging the event and to the
musicians for their time, skill and
artistry! What a way to kick off Advent
and the lights outside the church (which
were turned on afterwards) illuminated
many a merry face after a lovely glass of

mulled wine (or juice) and a jolly tasty
mince pie!

Tracy was collecting funds for the
Tukongote Community in Zambia, and
| for one hope that we have been able
to help in some small way. Thank you

again for your generosity! Elly Jay
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Believe in
children

(lli Barnardo's

Dorking Barnardo's Helper Group

Quiz night

Get a table of eight together and come and have fun

Hot supper

Please state if anyone on your table is vegetarian or has other dietary restrictions

Saturday 18" March
7.30 pm
Mickleham Village Hall
£20 per person

Bring your own drinks, glasses provided

Angela Gilchrist 01306 884613 ar.gilchrist@btinternet.com
or, Sally Hayes 01372 454637 sallyehayes@outlook.com

Seasonal sighting

fter reading Jan Budleigh’s article

for the December magazine about
late flowering fuchsias, | noted on 13th
November that there were snowdrops
in flower in my garden. They are a
variety which flowers early in any case,
usually at about Christmas time, but this
is unprecedented. However, they bit
the dust when the hard frosts arrived
in December. Some others are showing
now, on New Year’s Day.

Charlotte Daruwalla

Westhumble Residents Association
AGM 15 March at 19.30 at the Stepping Stones

Mickieham &
Westhumble Local
History Group

AGM followed by

The Vanishing River
Mole: 2022

A talk by Peter Brown

Friday 17*" February 2023
7.30 for 8 pm
Mickleham Village Hall
For further information
please contact Judith Long
judith.long2 @btinternet.
com or 07904 160961

GARDEN
< ey

l"\
Pran,
7 I
& — T
Ay
T= L
e
S ke | L
] m ‘&
L e Nt

The Fantastic World
of Seeds
a talk by Andy Morris

Monday 20™ February
7.30 pm The Stepping Stones Pub.
Tickets £6 on the door - no need to book
See our website for details www.gardenshed.club
Any Questions
Pauline Davis 07759 646353 or paulinemdavis@gmail.com

Dates for your diary
Monday 20 March
The Productive Greenhouse with Barney Millard
Sunday 23 April
Willow Weaving Workshop: Make a Plant Support with Nicki Rowling
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MWHS Jubilee Oak Plon’rmg

In the bleak mid-winter ... we
planted a tree!

he ground stood hard as iron on 18

December 2022, when members
of the Mickleham and Westhumble
Horticultural Society gathered in the
Westhumble bonfire field to plant
a native oak, Quercus robur, to
commemorate the Platinum Jubilee of
our late Queen.

The tree was chosen and ordered in the
summer, but trees prefer to be planted
when dormant and so we had to wait
patiently until winter finally arrived in
mid-December before our tree could be
lifted and delivered. Winter then arrived
with a vengeance! The temperatures
plummeted and the ground froze
which meant that we had to seize our
opportunity with a thaw in sight and
get digging on a snowy, freezing cold
Sunday just before Christmas. Armed
with pickaxe, mattock and shovel, David
Kennington, Will Adshead and Stuart
Leake broke through the frozen crust
of the field to dig a hole fit for a royal

oak and, assisted by a stalwart party
of hardy tree planters plus a group of
Nick Bullen’s curious young cattle, our
Jubilee oak was placed, planted and
protected with a sturdy cattle proof
tree guard. Since then conditions have
been perfect and there has been plenty
of rain and milder weather, which will
help the tree to become established
ready for a burst of growth in the spring.

This Platinum Jubilee oak joins the oak
planted by the Horticultural Society ten
years ago in 2012 to mark the Diamond
Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth Il, which is
now looking well established. Later in
2023, the Horticultural Society will plant
another oak tree to mark the coronation
of King Charles Ill. As this also will be
a bare root tree, the planting will
have to wait until the autumn/winter
dormant season but we hope that even
more people, particularly children and
grandchildren, will come along to join us
for this historic occasion. Details will be
circulated once we have a tree.

Lucy Adshead

Above Lucy and Sophie Adshead with tree
Lower L Stuart Leake, Will Adshead,
David Kennington

Lower R MWHS admire the tree

| Il'l!ﬂ

Seasonal Sightings

‘precocious’ spring flowering ones.

New Year Plant Hunt

his New Year saw the twelfth New

Year Plant Hunt organised by the
Botanical Society of the British Isles.
They ask participants to spend up to
three hours on any of the days from
31 December to 4™ January looking to
see what wild or well naturalised plants
they can find in flower.

This year 20 members of the Surrey
Botanical Society gathered at Denbies
Winery in heavy rain. With undismayed
enthusiasm we searched around
the buildings, in the vines and along
Denbies Drive and found some twenty
species. The pre-Christmas cold spell
had cut back many ‘straggler’ species
from the autumn and held back

Highlights included a straggler Hedge
Bedstraw, a precocious Bush Vetch
and Wall Speedwell with its tiny, bright
blue flowers. Of course we found
dandelions and daisies and common
weeds such as groundsel, chickweed
and hairy bittercress.

Barbara Jones
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CARPET REVIVING CARPETS
I qu & UPHOLSTERY
{

STEVE LAWRENCE

PLumBING HEATING ELECTRICS
Boiler installation, maintenance and repair

P2 IN SURREY
Covering Dorking and
all surrounding areas

We clean to a professional standard using
eco-friendly chemicals and the latest equipment.

Offering a thorough survey, clean and
customer satisfaction. Certified and insured.

Based in Mickleham Local references
30" years’ experience

Call 01306 740035/ 07747 122128 07760 266718
stevenlaw37@hotmail.com safe

or visit www.carpetrevival.co.uk
to book a free home visit/quotation

Rowlatt Garden Services

RGS

EST 1985

Gardens large and small
we maintain them all

Vivien Cresswell
Madeto-measure Soft Furnishings
Curtains, Roman Blinds, Cushions

fxtensive range

of fabrics

All aspects of private and commercial garden
and estate maintenance landscaping undertaken
Fencing grass & hedge cutting
Telephone: 01737 841524 Mobile: 07887 838666

References available upon request

O1737 845858

www.eresswellcurtains.co.uk

Domestic Appliance Repairs

30 years’ experience repairing and installing K
all gas and electric domestic appliances

Cookers, Microwaves
Dishwashers
Washing machines
Fridges / Freezers
Water coolers
Coffee machines
Tumble dryers

HOMES

07800 T9E 737

Contact: Andy 07895 719 706
kirk21stcentury@aol.com

ALL GARDEN MAINTENANCE = PAINTING & DECORATING  HANDYMAN

Dorking Pest Control Services

Local Authority Approved Contractors

Our Services include: Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets, Rats, Mice,

w/ i Squirrels, Fleas, Flies, Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,

Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer #.

g
* Domestic, Commercial and Industrial « Contract Work +« Preventative Control Programmes

Experts in pest control throughout/Surrey,

Office: 01306743001/ Ivor:|07710/117491  Chris: 07971 519415
www. dorkingpestcontrol.com
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CRYPTIC DELICACIES

ast month’s golden squares could be

made into CHICKEN, a word that can
be preceded by PLAYING, HEADLESS,
SPRING, DORKING, FRIZZLE, & POLISH
(and also, | am told, ‘funky’. Yet again |
find myself behind the times in what is
happening with the beat generation).

Here are some of the clues, with
definitions underlined:

10 Possible result of making love to
Bond’s boss with enthusiasm in a
sound booth (6)

EMBRYO

‘Bond’s boss’ = M, ‘enthusiasm’ =
BRIO — when said together they would
sound like EMBRYO in the control
room of a recording studio.

12 What can be added to onion to
season well (6)

SPRING

Triple definition = type of onion, or one
of the four seasons, or a source of water

16 Sounds like a way to get in to Elvis
is in the place that 10cc recorded
‘Deceptive Bends’ (7)

DORKING

‘a way to get in’ = ‘door’, sounds like
DOR, and Elvis is KING of Rock ‘n’ Roll.
This is where you realise that actually
I am up with what's going down, given
that | know about an album that was
released 45 years ago. ‘Deceptive
Bends’ was 10cc’s fifth album and was
recorded at Strawberry Studios South
in Dorking. This had been set up by the
band in what used to be the Pavilion
Cinema on South Street. Bassist
Graham Gouldman came down from
London every day during recording,
passing the ‘Deceptive Bends’ sign
on the Micky Bends (on the A24
southbound between Givon’s Grove
and Mickleham). The sign is sadly long
departed (and the bends are now a
very different driving experience from
when | was first behind the wheel), but
| bet the transport official who came
up with the wording of the sign never
thought that their work would have a
longer life span as an album title — or
indeed that ‘Deceptive Bends’ could
be linked to the album’s biggest hit
‘The Things We Do For Love'.

The studio went on to host Cliff
Richard’s re-recording of ‘Living Doll’

for the Kenny Everett Show (the video
gives aview inside the studio) as well as
Paul McCartney and Stevie Wonder’s
duet ‘Ebony and Ivory’, and 10cc’s next
album ‘Bloody Tourists’ which included
the song ‘From Rochdale to Ocho Rios’
with these lyrics:

‘From Rochdale to Ocho Rios, from
Ocho Rios to Dorking

From Dorking it’s back to Rochdale, oh
where are we now?’

Well, one place they are not is Dorking,
as the studio closed after only 4 years
and has since been knocked down and
replaced by houses. The site was just
on the exit of the South Street car park
and on Google street view | cannot see
a blue plaque.

For those of you who do not know
any of that, | thought there would
be enough clues from the crossing
letters and the pointer to this clue in
the Golden Squares’ instructions that
you would be looking for the famous
five-toed DORKING CHICKEN and get it
anyway.

23 Sounds like deer are after rubbish
to flatten (8)

BULLDOZE

Female ‘deer’ = ‘does’ sounds like
‘DOZE, ‘rubbish’ = BULL

25 LesS cheesE iN macaronl
béchamel saucE ultimately makes
you inclined to forget who the Prime
Minister is (6)

SENILE

‘ultimately’ is a pointer to taking the
last letters of the preceding words
(also look out for ‘primarily’ which is
used in cluesin a similar way). After the
last year in politics, testing for senility
by asking ‘who is the Prime Minister?’
may lead to the complete breakdown
of an already struggling care sector.

2 When the news is out for Dot to
focus on (6,2)

ATTEND TO

‘When the news is’ = AT TEN, ‘out for’
= pointer to anagram of ‘Dot’ =D TO
21 MariuPOL IS Hell when hiding
from those to the East of Europe (6)
POLISH

Hidden word. And that allows me to
leave you with a picture of a marvellous

Polish chicken (Google them and
you’ll see the most fantastic range of
ridiculous feather headdresses).

Hot Chick by Misha 3637 / CC-BY-2.5

| hope this helps and it would be great
to get any feedback via andrewt@
andrewtatham.co.uk Andrew

Too good not to include, Srh Blake as
a Christingle for the service following the
chidren's workshop at the school.
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10 Year

Manufacturer’s
warranty available
with any new boiler

(SEENERGY

INNOVATIVE ENERGY SOLUTIONS

Consult « Design * Install + Maintain

f Call for a free quote on

: “7J.... 01306 735499

Which?

%M-s-uw""ﬁ’

www. —energy.co.uk
enquiries@: -~ energy.co.uk

TONY WINCH

o a4

CARPENTER, JOINER
& CABINET MAKER

www.tonywinch.com

01306 742373
07969 016 924

Get IT Fixed, Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

Brockham based. No call out charges. Fully transparent quotations
with no hidden costs. We make technology work for you.

Call us now on

ChalkHill S
01737 845980 SAtiohe Ao !'

www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

Building Plans

For home improvements & extensions
Including planning & building regulations
Fast efficient service at competitive rates

MICHAEL LLOYD..,,...

For free consultation:

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791 402

Park Lane Paws
Dog Grooming Salon

07545 588023 01372 277284

102 The Street, Ashtead KT21 1AW
www.parklanepaws.com

parklanepaws n Park Lane Paws

remedial

!

Extensions and alterations often require a
Structural Engineer

Robert Wynter & Partners Ltd
01306 879875

Book House Vincent Lane
Dorking RH4 3HW

roofing

For people with roo issues and deiciencies

* New roofs — slate & tiled roof specialists

* Flat roofs, traditional felt & GRP fibreglass

Obtain an up-to-date report of remedial

e All roof repairs, moss removal & gutter clearance

e New uPVC Fascia, soffit & guttering

roofing on www.checkatrade.com

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

¢|-ln-|-m|llmin g 1y

Call us today for a FREE quotation on: &

o

FLRELY

01306 304736 | 07852 833802 TRADING

info@remedialroofing.co.uk
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www.remedialroofing.co.uk

Cheskatrade ool (FFEAETED

s we returned from our Christmas

break, the weather has been
somewhat wet and windy. Pretty
miserable really! Luckily most little
children do not have the same
challenges with weather as adults. They
love a puddle, the bigger the better and

like to experience the knock you over
force of the wind!

This month we will be thinking about
our senses and how we rely on them
to experience the world around us. We
have several games planned to help the
children experience what it might feel
like to have a disability or a sensory
impairment and hope to have a visit
from a Guide dog speaker.

We are also going to use our eyes and
ears to participate in the RSPB Big
Schools Bird watch and using touch,
we will be making squishy fat balls to
feed our local birds. The children have
regular visits from a couple of very
unreserved robins in our forest school
area, one even stole a mini sausage
straight from the frying pan, luckily it
was already cooled!

M
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At the end of the month we will be
tasting some Chinese food as we look
at Chinese New Year celebrations. 2023
is the year of the rabbit. We do not see
many rabbits during nursery hours,
unless we are on our walk to Forest
school, but they do leave ‘evidence’ of
their visits to the nursery, and of course
we have captured one or two on our
wildlife camera.

We are currently accepting applications
for a September 2023 and January 2024
start and have recently increased our
opening hours. If you would like to apply
have a look at our website https://
stmichaelscommunitynursery.co.uk or
to book a tour, please either telephone
or email the nursery. 01372361021
stmichaelsnursery@btinternet.com
Hilary Budd

De Decorators

e Painting e Decorating
Mickleham based

o Wallpapering o Plastering e Tiling
40 years’ experience
01372 372331 07973 358 932
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COMMUNITY
NURSERY

Mickleham Village Hall Dell Close

Weekdays 9.15 am - 12.15 pm (term time)
WITH OPTIONAL LUNCH CLUB
On Mondays and Thursdays there is the option for children to stay until 2.45 p.m.
Maximum 26 children per session
* playing naturally - learning naturally

We offer an excellent range of pre-school activities for 23 to 5 year-olds

where they can learn through play in an informal friendly atmosphere.

Contact us for more i_nfor'maﬂon about admissions
01372 361021 www.stmichaelscommunitynursery.co.uk

Solution to the December crossword

Across: 7 Martyr 8 Umbrella 9 Underarm 10 Embryo 11 Headless 12 Spring 13 Bog-standard 18 Copper
20 Exposure 22 Skirun 23 Bulldoze 24 Unclothe 25 Senile.

Down: 1 Haunted 2 Attend to 3 Crease 4 Obsessed 5 Member 6 Playing 8 Unmistakeable 14 Serenity 15 Resident
16 Dorking 17 Frizzle 19 Purple 21 Polish. Golden squares word: CHICKEN

BRAIN TEASER answer: double agent

A thank you from Dorking Area Food Bank

am writing to thank you for all your

donations this year to the Dorking
Area Foodbank. We know that everyone
in our community will be feeling the
increase in the cost of living and are
truly grateful that you are able to keep
making donations.

We use all your donations to provide
much needed weekly food parcels to

families and individuals in the area that
are struggling to afford the essentials.

2022 has been another busy year for
the Foodbank. The cost of living crisis
we are all experiencing has resulted in
anincrease in demand for our services.
We are continuing to offer a warm
welcome, an emergency food parcel as
well as fuel advice at our twice weekly

sessions. This would not be possible
without the generous support of local
community and church groups such as
yours.

Please pass on our thanks to your

colleagues and congregation for their
kindness and generosity.

Sue Mackenzie Volunteer
On behalf of Dorking Area Foodbank

Sugar (500g bags only)

Powdered milk / UHT milk (green and blue only)
Rice pudding / long life sponge puddings
Coffee / tea bags / long life fruit juice
Pasta / rice / pulses / instant mash
Jam / honey / marmalade / spreads

Please do not include
out-of-date items or those
that require refrigeration

Washing-up and cleaning products
Tissues / paper towels / tampons
Men's / women's toiletries
Laundry products

Suitable items for the foodbank collection

Tinned veg / tomatoes / soup / sauces / baked beans

Nappies
Pet food

LOCAL FOOD BANK COLLECTION POINTS

MICKLEHAM
Garden Corner off Old London Road
Mary Banfield 01372 373912

WESTHUMBLE
St Anthony Pilgrims Way
Sue Tatham 01306 882547

Robust plastic carrier bags wanted for delivering parish magazines and food bank items.
Please leave at food bank collection points — see above
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StMichael’s
School
stmichaels-dorking.surrey.sch.uk/

Life at St Michael’s school is ever
changing, sometimes subtly, but
there is a rhythm that we adults
may remember from our personal
experiences of life at school. During the
last twenty-one years how the school is
administered has moved and kept up
with the rapid pace of change thanks,
in no small part, to the efforts of Mrs
Marisa Piggott.

Marisa was appointed in 2001 by Jenny
Hudlass, Head teacher at the time, and
the most recently introduced office
innovations were a fax machine and
a photocopier. These enabled faster
exchange of information and school
newsletters to be produced, duplicated
and distributed through the children’s
school bags at the end of the week.
Jenny said ‘I never had to worry about
handing over tasks to Marisa — she
took such care over details, worked
from my handwritten notes and had
excellent editorial skills.” In those days
the children were met in the morning
in what is now the staff car park (no
electronic gates), and Marisa was there
to give parents and children a warm
welcome just as she continued to do
until her last morning at school.

Over the years, Marisa has supported
five changes in school leadership. As
wider use of technology developed
so did the supporting resources for
classroom learning and the ever-faster
software and communications systems
for schools to administer. From paper
based admissions handed into the office
to online application forms; introduction
of classroom screens and projectors,
changing to computer based fully
interactive whiteboards; pupil learning
pads; administration of school computer
systems and development of the website;
setting up and managing the parent
communication portal. Marisa’s role
in school administration also included
changing demands in safeguarding and
security; health and safety; first aid and
medical care; increasing demand for
data returns to the local authority and
Department of Education.

Marisa’s role, knowledge and skills grew

Retirement of
Marisa Piggott

as she gradually took up the vital role
of being the school expert in problem
solving computer and communications
challenges. She provided our school
leaders, teaching staff and governors
with vital support as she learnt how to
do much of it a few paces ahead of us.

Anne Hossack became Head teacher in
2003 ‘When | joined the school, the office
was little more than a cupboard but
over time we made adaptations firstly
to provide a window and then latterly to
provide the more luxurious office space
that is now enjoyed. While that work was
happening the office team spent the cold
winter months working in a container
in the car park that was more like a tin
can! Marisa showed such resilience and
good humour even in the most testing
of times.

Marisa’s contribution to the life of the
school has been so much more than
that of an office assistant. She dealt
with children and their families with
such sensitivity. Nothing was too much
trouble. As far as | was concerned,
she acted more like a PA and | relied
enormously on her good counsel,
organisation and such amazing proof-
reading skills.

As a parent and ex-governor and near
neighbour to the school, Alison Wood
has memories of Marisa as ‘someone
who was always there, quietly efficient,

Safeguarding
Laead

Walfars Window
Officer Shutter

Troanikslin
Shootar

Fire
Marshall

Carctaker Sovernor Gonerous

Compassionats Loving Kind

the consummate professional, discreet
but always obliging when | needed help
or information or something doing, but
firm when | was asking for something
which couldn’t really be done; someone
who was often patching up a child while
taking a message and buzzing release
on the school gate, all at the same
time. Someone who was the solid, still
centre of the operation/organisation,
the consistency, the person who
remembered how things had been done
the previous time, and who therefore
helped maintain continuity and the
essence of the school.”

Before the end of term, Paula Bliss and
Nicky Cleather (Executive Head teacher
and Head of School respectively)
arranged a special Monday morning
school assembly with all the children,
staff, The Friends and governors for
Marisa to receive our thanks and a
special school leaver’s hoodie. | think
the words on the hoodie beautifully
sum up what we all love and appreciate
about Marisa and her time at St
Michael’s. We wish her a happy, healthy
and adventurous retirement.

Pat Hand, Co-chair of governors

School
Secretary

Sacurity Proof
Guard Reader

Caring Organised Fair

Yo will bae missed!
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Solution to the December crossword is on page 26

Cryptic
Crossword

R\ VY
il

Need help with your
accounts?

Serving older people in
Mickleham and across Epsom
and the Mole Valley since 2010

Running a business needs time and
energy —don’t waste your time working
on your accounts when you can work on
your business instead!

At adc we provide fixed fee accountancy
solutions with friendly support
throughout the year. Services include
accounts,,tax returns, VAT, payroll,
book-keeping etc.

Friendly approachable and local to
Dorking — we enjoy getting to know our
clients so call us today for a no obligation
chat.

We LOVE numbers so YOU don’t have to!
01737 652852

esther@adcgroup.co.uk
www.adcgroup.co.uk

L
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Home
Instead.
7(..-_f‘(d. {Zf/ DeAfoticE /

The golden squares when mixed make
the catchphrase of a dog suggested by
1/11, 22,26, 7,8, and 15 (8)

Tailor made to your individual requirements
* Award winning care + Companionship services

Across

1/11Tormented men fear being
involved in giving pet name
(4,2,10)

5 Adry chop can be digested
through a form of reproduction
(4,4)

9 Endlessly curse plot to become
revolutionary worker making
gargoyles (8)

10 Easy to hold on to member of
film crew with tip of pincers in

* Home help services + Personal care services
+ Highly trained Care Professionals

If someone in your family needs a little help please contact us on

01372 741544

www.homeinstead.co.uk/epsom

accoinlanta on yowr dide =
. . . Email: simon.burrowes@homeinstead.co.uk e

Q Care Cuality
C 53RO
28 xere Each Home Instead fr ght © Home Inste: 2022.

his ear (6)
11 Seel 22 Very cool vegetable is displayed 3 Eliminate after | ate missing stew to
12 This is the robe you are holding when missing copper comes to become the creator of POOH! (5)
bow for in relation to bondage light somewhere in the North 4 Type of diet follows after rolling
(4) West (10) around in fudge wrappings (3-4) =
13 New sleds go out of control into 25 Followed in sodden suede boots (6) 5 Sounds like lady of loose morals 'i’
the gutter (8) 26 Wandering about a click to catches source of many stinging !
16 Strong woman gives you the Manhattan, perhaps (8) sensations (7) 1=
hugest flower (6) 27 0Oddly, choir and your 6 Great at swimming in : F__-_
17 In Sweden, cop shop eats ice dishwasher’s opening made new competition amongst floaters (7) i
when it’s hot (6) material (8) 7 Liberally oil a patch in =
19 Take the mick out of sloth, 28 Have a wobble from stopping to frostbitten area for Prince Harry =
say, when it’s heard to have contemplate eternal life (6) (pejoratively) (9) =
comfortable footwear (8) Down 8 Having zip through leading on XVI
21 According to auditors, takes 2 Cone transformed around an one is topping! (9) G
home pots for the permanently axis to make a body that’s going 14 Impersonate? I’'m going to whirr

We can offer specialist services or complete project management including
inspirational design ideas. No job is too big or too small.

*HORSLESe

15 Surprisingly Dad’s hunch pointed You are sure of a warm welcome

to a four-legged favourite of the at this historic 16" century inn.
Kaiser (9) Join us daily for lunch and dinner,

and on a Sunday bring the whole
family to us for our delicious home-
cooked roast dinner.
We have eight feature rooms, each
named after a different racecourse.

retired (4) straight? (2-3)

Photograph: Ben Tatham

in circles and make synthetic
speech (9)

What you can expect from NPD Refurbishments:

¢ Close attention to detail and true craftsmanship with trusted testimonials

e Use of high-quality materials yet working with suppliers to obtain the best possible prices

18 Battle royal when being made to
get half cut on cheap booze (7)

19 Lampooning can make the
heroine of La bohéme bawl (7)

20 Gentlemen adopted by cuter
characters go for a short hair

¢ Use qualified and reliable contractors where necessary

e Unlimited options and flexibility to allow changes throughout the building process
¢ Help and advice in selecting amenities and options you will be happy with

e Constant communication to keep aware of project status

e Down to earth approach but high level of workmanship

OPENING HOURS

¢ A tidy job environment to minimise disruption

style (4,3) Monday — Sunday 12 noon — 11 pm

Old London Road, Mickleham
Dorking RH5 6DU

01372 388422

bookings@therunninghorses.co.uk

¢ An open, comprehensive and honest quote

0140373 8103 0791 745 7286
npdrefurbishments@outlook.com
npdrefurbishments.com

23 This machine turns toilet over
senior diplomat (5)

24 It's green to recycle mineral
water (5)

Andrew Tatham

St Michael's Church in the December snow
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FENCING

RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL » SCHOOLS - ACOUSTIC
HOARDING = GATES » SECURITY

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@REFENCIMNGLTD.CO, UK
W WWW. REFENCINGLTD.C C‘! K
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J S Wilson

Mickleham

Carpentry & Building
Services

| Extensions ~ Conversions

=" Refurbishments ~ Property Maintenance
Fully guaranteed ~ Fully insured

One call WILL solve it all

Tracey's
SEWINg) roowm

wWhere beamhifd hings comne

BRI YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL

1 NORTH ST, DORKING RH4 1DN

Learn to Sew, Intermediate TREE HEALTH CARE SPECIALISTS

and AdV&lV\CCd COW"S@S Felling O'Prum'ng e Stump R'emoval ¢ Planting
Woodchip e Air Spade Services ® Consultancy
Haberdashery, Fabrics, Sewing workshops

Alterations, Bespoke dressmaking,

blinds, cushions & curtains Call us on 01306 741800

. . o
Gift vouchers for sewing workshops — all levels and ages office@treeline.co. Uk WWW. treelme co.uk

Call Tracey 075110 ©79441 B ?

tracey@traceyssewingroom.co.uk WELL-SEASONED LOGS

www.tracey@traceyssewingroom.co.uk

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY




