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Sherlock Funeral Service

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Sherlock Funeral Service is an 
Independent family owned business, 

established over 100 years
l Private Service Chapel & Rest Rooms 

l Home visits arranged if required
l Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available

l Free Parking

Telephone: 01306 882266 
Trellis House, 190 South Street, Dorking RH4 2ES. 

Email: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

CURRENTLY OPEN FOR RESTRICTED HOURS FROM 11 AM
Please place your pre-orders before 3pm for deliveries
and takeouts for the evening 

     01306 889932 
     steppingstonespub@gmail.com
      www.steppingstonesdorking.co.uk

Stepping StonesStepping Stones  
MORE THAN JUST A PUB 
RESTAURANT & ALFRESCO DINING

CAFÉ-LOUNGE BAR 
GARDEN WITH MARQUEE AND OUTSIDE HEATING

 POP UP GENERAL STORE 
  SERVING BASIC ESSENTIALS, FRESH FOOD, GROCERIES AND LOCAL PRODUCE

TAKE OUT / INTRODUCING LOCAL DELIVERY
offering local gins-ales-wines and cheese

STAY SAFESTAY SAFE
AT HOMEAT HOME

WE DELIVER WE DELIVER 
LOCALLYLOCALLY

Leatherhead Parish Office
Dear friends
First, let me wish you all a Happy New Year. I hope that you were able to find some 
comfort and joy in your Christmas celebrations, severely restricted though they were. 
And now we have entered Lockdown 3 in response to the new, highly-transmissible 
variant of Covid-19. Once again, we are confined to our homes with limited options 
for going out for exercise or for getting essential supplies.
Whilst it is still legal to open churches for communal worship and for private prayer, 
the churchwardens and the PCC have been working out how they should respond. 
Of paramount importance has been protecting not only the congregation but also 
our visiting priests in the absence of our own parish priest, especially as quite a few 
of them are people in the vulnerable category.  On top of this we have heard that 
several people in Mickleham have Covid-19, so it is not far away! 
Canon B14 of the Church of England states that:
All incumbents, or ‘priests having a cure of souls’, must ‘celebrate, or cause to 
be celebrated, the Holy Communion on all Sundays and other greater Feast Days 
and on Ash Wednesday’ (canon C24(2)).  Canon B14 confirms that Holy Communion 
should be celebrated ‘at least’ on those days in parish churches. 
As this is a legal requirement, Bishop Andrew has asked that any parish wishing to 
suspend communal worship passes a PCC resolution to that effect and ask for his 
blessing on that course of action. The PCC, therefore, resolved that face-to-face 
worship should be put on hold until the situation changes for the better, when that 
decision will be reviewed. I wrote to Bishop Andrew to explain what we had put in 
place and asked for his blessing which he gladly granted.
Thanks to Sarah and Ian and their amazing team, there will be live Zoom services to 
which most people have access – the two people that do not can, and do, join via 
telephone.  Transcripts of sermons can also be provided if anyone requires them, 
and updates on prayer requests and other items are communicated via the weekly 
Pews News. Hardcopies are hand-delivered to two people who do not have email. 
Elements of fellowship will be provided by having a coffee morning after each Zoom 
service, so people can see and talk to each other.  There will also be a Zoom call on 
a Wednesday evening, where anyone can join to have a chat and see other people.
Once again, the parish is entering a period in which loving care and support will be 
the keynote. With the vaccination programme in full swing, we will return to a life 
without constant hand sanitising, face-masks and social distancing. Praise the Lord!  
As Mother Julian assured us  All shall be well, all shall be well and all manner of 
thing shall be well.
    With every blessing

    Graham Osborne



The road to Bethlehem was a bit 
rocky but we made it in the end. It 

became obvious in the early autumn 
that we would not be able to hold our 
normal outdoor Crib Service but we 
could not imagine Christmas without 
what has become so important to so 
many people, so we set about devising 
an alternative. Much head scratching 
and discussion ensued but we managed 
to put together a narration of the 
Christmas story with carols and craft 
activities which we hoped would make 
a worthy substitution. 
We are very grateful to everyone who 
helped to put together this retelling 
of the familiar story, which involved 
members of the infant school, the 
nursery, parents and members of the 
congregation, and of course Kelvin with 
his technical wizardry. As one person 

A very different Crib Service
remarked: 'at least this way we know 
we will have enough shepherds and 
Wise Men!' So, despite the rocky road, 
we all arrived in Bethlehem through the 
wonders of Zoom and YouTube. If you 
missed it and want to know how we 
did it, take a look at the recording on 
St Michael’s YouTube channel. 

Anne Weaver

Vickie Leney  adds:
As our usual Christmas Eve journey 
via Adlers Lane to the stable in the 
bonfire field was cancelled due to 
you-know-what, this year the  Crib 
Service was held via Zoom, and what 
a lovely start to Christmas it was too! 
A wonderful collection of visuals and 
music reminded us all of the journey 
Mary and Joseph took, ending with 
the birth of Jesus, and the arrival 
of the shepherds and Wise Men. In 
amongst the service were some super 
craft activities we could all join in with 
presented by Jenny Hudlass . Thank you. 
It was a fantastic service, thoroughly 
enjoyable and I am sure any youngsters 
watching would say the same!

Bible Study 
Groups

Both groups welcome new members 
and will be meeting by Zoom for 

the time being. If you are interested 
please contact the organiser 

for more information. 

The Monday Evening 
Chapel Group 

8 - 9 pm
Contact Amanda Wadsworth 
aewadsworth@hotmail.com

The Thursday Morning 
Study Group

 11 am - 12.30 pm
 Contact Alison Wood 

01372 376443  
alison.wood29@btinternet.com  

Thanks to the hard work and expertise of Kelvin Pritchard, all the recent church and zoom services can now 
be viewed on YouTube: https://youtube.com/channel/UCl4pbewCT91iZhcdoEjJBIw

This has the advantage of better resolution for viewing on different devices.  Do have a look and see what you think. 
Videos are also on the church website.

At the present time services will be via Zoom or to listen to by 
telephone.  Please try and join by 9.55 am. 

Joining information for both Zoom and telephone users is available in 
Pews News Online, which is sent to all church members each week. 
If you would like to join us by Zoom then contact Alison Wood for 
the codes or to ask her to include you on the emailing list for Pews 
News: admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk / phone 01372 376443.  We 
hope as many of you as possible will be able to join us for worship.  
There will be a Zoom ‘coffee morning’ afterwards to chat. 
We pray that everyone continues to stay safe with regard to Covid-19.  Under the current National Lockdown Covid restrictions, 
the church will not be open for private prayer until the situation changes; our Sunday services in church are currently under 
review, so please refer to Pews News Online for the latest information.

And finally ...
A huge thank you to Sarah and Ian, our Churchwardens, and to Kelvin and Jonathan, our IT experts, for all their time and 
commitment in ensuring that we were able to join together in a variety of ways to celebrate Christmas this year.  The 
services were well attended and it was lovely to be part of the St Michael’s family over the festive season.  If you missed 
any of the services, or would like to revisit them, all are available on the church YouTube channel: use the link at the 
bottom of the page.

 St Michael's Church Services 
Sundays at 10 am

Thank you to all who contributed to 
the Advent Calendar event. This 

seemed to develop a life of its own, 
with just a little competitiveness, but 
an emphasis on contribution. Photos by 
Ben Tatham and others give a flavour, 
but many of the windows had their 
own atmosphere, only appreciated on 
viewing, driven by the imagination, 
inventiveness and effort which had 
gone into them. Specifics are not 
really appropriate here, but themes 

St Michael’s 
Community Group

included tasteful crib scenes and the 
Three Kings, a lovely music window, 
a wonderful team effort:  five of the 
Twelve Days of Christmas (at Mickleham 
Hall), the imaginative use of back-
lighting at several houses – two in 
Westhumble and at Inverness in School 
Lane, and of joyous full-on lighting at 
our pubs (despite lockdown), School 
Lane, Hall Farm and elsewhere –  even 
a wonderful stained-glass window 
creation. With limitations on social 

contact, outside supplies of mulled wine 
and nibbles were provided in several 
places, and I met several new faces on 
my travels, which was an unanticipated 
plus. Is this worthy of an annual repeat? 
I hope you think so. This year had 
special significance because it evoked 
a community spirit when some of the 
Christmas norms were not possible. But 
please do send your thoughts/feedback 
via WhatsApp or word of mouth to 
Frances Presley or Amy Ward.

See page 5 for more St Michael's Community Group activities. 
Photographs of some the Advent Calendar windows and contact details for members of the 

St Michael's Community Group Committee are on the centre pages.

Similarly, sincere thanks to all those 
who made the pre-Christmas Foodbank 
so busy. It genuinely was a great effort, 
with regular deliveries to both Epsom 
and Dorking Foodbanks, and direct to 
LeatherHEAD START and to the Meeting 
Room. We have thanked elsewhere the 
special Christmas Day food presents, 
which included 28 jars of Mickleham 
honey, from resident apiarists Aarvold/
Cox/Wilcox and other treats included 
as part of Christmas lunch deliveries 
by the Meeting Room. Forty of which 
by our own Andy Diamond and Eva 
Dillon – giving chunks of their respective 
Christmas Days!  A really encouraging 
re-start of our Foodbank. However, the 
need has not gone away… 

FEED A FAMILY FOR LENT
Our current lockdown threatens to 
be an extended one, and even in our 
relatively comfortable communities, 
we have neighbours who are in need.  
Lent begins on 17th February, so 
instead of giving something up, why 

not help us give?  
We are inviting 
h o u s e h o l d s  t o 
pledge or donate 
s o m e t h i n g  t o 
our  Foodbank . 
P e r h a p s ,  t h e 
i n g re d i e n t s  o f 
yo u r  favo u r i te 

meal. Or mix and match what you could 
imagine yourself wishing for if you 

were in need? Or please simply add 
a few items to your regular/ irregular 
shop, or donate things you have over-
ordered, such as loo rolls, toothpaste 
or toiletries. See list of suggested items 
overleaf. Lists of particular needs are 
updated weekly on Pews News and the 
WhatsApp site.
Delivery as usual to Mary Banfield at 
Garden Corner, Mickleham Hall RH5 
6BY via turning to Mickleham Hall 
and first right.  BUT ALSO TO A NEW 
WESTHUMBLE DROP-OFF POINT. We 
are very grateful that our esteemed 
Editor, Sue Tatham, has agreed to allow 
her porch for Foodbank drop-offs at 
St Anthony, Pilgrims Way RH5 6AW 
(Seventh house on the left, just after 
the tall pine trees). Thank you, Sue.
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For a free  no obligation quotation  call today 
Freephone 0808 144 9071

John Joannides  28 Bracken Close  Bookham

Superb professional 
cleaning of carpets  

oriental rugs  
upholstery  curtains 

and leather  
Guardsman 

anti-stain protection

•  spot stain and odour removal    
•  leather cleaning specialists    
•  flame retarding    
•  dust mite reduction service    
•  all work fully insured & guaranteed

CHRIS HULME
Garden Machinery

The Barn  Cowslip Lane  Mickleham  01372 377757 / 07950 961606

Service and repair of all makes and models of:
     • Ride-on mowers     • Rotary mowers            • Cylinder mowers 

     • Chainsaws      • Strimmers     • Hedge cutters
     • Rotavators      • Blower vacs

Quality secondhand machinery 
Collection and delivery service

07947 135 376     0208 3978 96207947 135 376     0208 3978 962
www.slhdecoratingservices.comwww.slhdecoratingservices.com

                    
Professional  friendly and speedy service at all timesProfessional  friendly and speedy service at all times

Insurance workInsurance work
Interior decoratingInterior decorating

Oil & Water-based productsOil & Water-based products
Wallpaper hanging & removalWallpaper hanging & removal

Fully insuredFully insured
Exterior paintingExterior painting

Free quotes & adviceFree quotes & advice
Commercial/Domestic workCommercial/Domestic work

SIMON HOOPER
For all your decorating needs...For all your decorating needs...

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk
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 •  Residential and 24-hour daycare  
 •  Excellent cuisine
•  Facilities for disabled: medic bath / lift                  
•  Home doctor in attendance

 •  Single & sharing rooms   
 •  Convalescent & short stays
•  Lounge with TV & piano   
•  Separate dining room

 •  Physiotherapist  chiropodist & hairdresser
 •  Entertainment: theatre visits / parties 
    & cabarets held on premises

National Trust Road  Box Hill
Mickleham  Dorking  Surrey RH5 6BY
 Telephone: 01306  889942 / 888253

We aim to provide an excellent service at        
competitive rates  supporting emotional  physical       
and social needs of our clients  always respecting      

and protecting their status as adults.

Pinehurst 
RestHome

Established Local Family Business
•  Over 20 years' experience
•  Internal & External
•  Commercial & Domestic
•  Friendly, First Class Service
•  Surrey / Sussex/ Greater LondonPROFESSIONAL 

PAINTERS & DECORATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
01306 640418

www.dorkingdecorators.co.uk
As approved by Checkatrade

Helping Hands has been operating  
under Mary Banfield’s auspices for 
some 10 years, primarily assisting older 
members of the community with lifts/
shopping etc. The WhatsApp Group has 
been offering inter alia a similar service to 
residents. The two are complementary; 
indeed, the extra resources of WhatsApp 
may well assist HH. 
Despite the huge positives afforded 
by on-line communication, there are 
people in our community to whom 
such services unavailable and/or are 
lonely, alone or need specific help. 
In lockdown, even irregular human 
contact may not be achievable. This 
group has racked its combined brain, 
and concludes that there is no short-cut 
answer. It has to be one-to-one efforts 
by individuals. We all know of people in 
our community who would appreciate 
regular calls to check they are OK, 
whether they need anything buying or 
doing, whether something has gone 
wrong or for just a chat.
If you know of someone who might 
benefit from such regular contact – 
perhaps yourself – do let us know. 
Similarly, if you would be happy to help 

PARTNERING/
HELPING HANDS 

More St Michael's Community Group Activities 
ST  MICHAEL’S  GRAND 
CHARITY ONLINE AUCTION

Suitable items for the 
Foodbank collection

More information available on the Epsom Foodbank website  https://epsomewell.foodbank.org.uk/

Jam/honey/marmalade/spread
UHT milk (green and blue only)
Long Life Sponge Puddings
Sugar (500g bags only) 
Longlife fruit juice
Washing-up liquid 
Cleaning products
Hair conditioner
Shampoo
Deodorant
Bar Soap
Tampons
Cereal
Rice

Instant mash
Porridge
Coffee
Powdered milk
Rice pudding
Washing powder
Shampoo
Tinned veg/tomatoes
Tinned Pasta sauce 
Tinned soup 
Baked beans
Pasta
Pulses
Tea bags

tools with a 
Mission 

www.twam.co.uk
TWAM is  a  Christ ian charity 
committed to  the recycling and 
refurbishment of tools which then 
can provide a means for poorer 
people in developing countries 
to learn a trade and be able to 
support themselves and their 
families. With this practical help  
thousands of young men and 
women have benefited from the 
skills they have learned. They need 
tools  and machines associated with: 
gardening, carpentry, mechanics, 
sewing, knitting and IT.
If you have any of the above which 
could be used to help someone to 
have a better quality of life and hope 
for the future  please contact Hilda 
Burden on 01737 842516.

with partnering, or are already doing 
this with a friend, again, let us know. 
Andy Diamond/Frances Presley are 
coordinating.

EASTER  
Where we will be with Covid, lockdowns 
and vaccines by Easter is anyone’s 
guess, but my guess is that we will not 
be out of the woods. So, this group has 
two things on its agenda. It is HOPED 
that a ‘traditional’ EASTER EGG HUNT 
will be possible on Easter Sunday 
afternoon at 3-4pm, in the churchyard. 
Apart from the copious supply of 
variously sized eggs, this year there will 
be a Gold, Silver and Bronze Egg. These 
will be especially well hidden and will 
be sponsored to the tune of £150, £100 
and £50. There may be other medal 
positions, subject to other sponsors 
(subtle hint). The finder of these eggs 
will be able to nominate a charity of 
their choice to which these amounts will 
be donated. They will also be required 
to eat the egg! 

Also, on Easter Monday 5th April, 
at 6pm, there will be the inaugural 
St Michael's Grand Charity On-Line 
Auction. So don’t throw away that 
acrylic yellow cardigan from Auntie 
Agnes yet. Nor the nice non-iron, 
drip dry and highly inflammable 
size 13-collar-shirt from your Mum, 
because ‘I know you like that colour’ 
– it’s your fault for not correcting her 
13 Chrismasses ago!
However, this is not just for unwanted 
Christmas items but for usable but 
un-needed household or other goods, 
toys, and all your supposedly valuable 
antiques. Or you can donate a holiday 
at your second, third or fourth home, 
cook a meal for two, a day’s weeding, a 
place in the Mickleham Cricket team…
let your imaginations run riot! Bid 
online as a family, and/or include your 
partnering friend. 
Further details shortly, but please 
register your interest to bid or to donate 
with Annie Dennis anniehallfarm@
icloud.com. Proceeds from both these 
Easter activities will go to St Michael’s 
School and St Michael’s Community 
Nursery.                                  Mark Day
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I don’t think I have ever read a book in 
which I have been so gripped 99.9% 

of the time, and I realised when I had 
finished it that the same situation may 
(hardly) ever happen again. Emails 
cannot show you the handwriting, the 
crossings out or the changes in writing 
when the correspondent is obviously 
in a hurry, distressed, or even given 
to feelings of affection. When finished 
with they disappear into the ether - at 
least mine do, sometimes without 
meaning to.

Andrew Tatham, a name that many 
of you will associate with the brain-
mystifying clues in the crossword 
every month, published his first book 
entitled ‘A Group Photograph’ in 2015. 
This ‘Photograph’ is of the officers in 
the 8th Battalion of the Royal Berkshire 
Regiment, of which his great grandfather 
was the commanding officer, which 
he found when researching his own 
family’s WWI history in the Imperial 
War Museum. Andrew painstakingly 
researched the history of each soldier 
in the photograph which included the 
Battalion’s second-in-command, Lt Col 
Charles Frederick Napier Bartlett.

His search for Charles’ life story involved 
trawling through archives, phone books, 
death records, interviewing his own 
94-year-old grandmother, a visit to South 
Africa, from there to Shropshire and 
finally to Charles’ granddaughter. Yes, 
she had ‘a few of his letters from the 
war’ but he would probably would not 
be interested as it was ‘day-to-day stuff’. 
The few turned out to be over 350! 
These letters were the motivation for 
Andrew’s newly-published second 
book, ‘I Shall Not Be Away Long’ which 
is based on the ‘day-to-day stuff’ that 
were written by Charles to his wife, 
Margaret, nearly all from the Front 
between August 1915 and March 1917. 
The title comes from the first letter that 
Charles sent to Margaret written on 
8th August 1915 immediately after he 
arrived on French soil with a large part 
of the battalion. 
Margaret ‘managed to make her way 
in the world by using her talent for the 
theatre’. It is not too clear how they met 
– they married on 6th May 1908 when 
he was 30 and she was just 19. After the 
birth of their only child, Paula in 1910, 
she went back to work and continued 

to do so mostly in minor roles up until 
the start of the war.
There have been a multitude of books 
written about WW1, and I have read 
probably about half a percent of them, 
but there cannot be many like this one 
that gives such a graphic sensation of 
‘being there’, and often a too realistic 
insight into how life was lived, mostly 
from an officer’s point of view, in the 
trenches. Andrew, with the wonders 
of modern science, has superimposed 
the wording of a letter over the top of 
the photo of the letter itself. This brings 
their content much more vividly to your 
attention, particularly when some were 
clearly written in haste, and sometimes 
in the middle of an engagement with 
the enemy. 
The battalion went ‘over the top’ 
during the Battle of Loos and then The 
Somme, and you read about the mud, 
the water from the incessant rain, rats, 
and trench foot. You read about living 
conditions away from the front, but 
also complaints about the late arrival 
of grouse or cake, the cost of lobster 
or lack of champagne, and he could 
be quite grumpy if their cook at home 
failed to send his potted meat!

A Review of Andrew Tatham’s most recent book:
I Shall Not Be Away Long 

The First World War letters of Lt Col Charles Bartlett

I read this book expecting a history 
lesson, but what I got was almost the 
reality of being in the trenches, hearing 
the shells whizzing overhead, being 
covered in mud after a sortie, and 
understanding feeling sickened and 
depressed after finding only 112 left 
out of 360 after being in the firing line. 
Of course, there were lighter moments, 
but they were few and far between and 
Charles’ caring way when writing to 

the families of his fallen soldiers was 
without fault.
The further I got into this book the 
more I realised that its impact was 
due mainly to the author’s attention 
to detail, Andrew's skills of research 
and his powers of deduction. In a very 
complicated and involved subject his 
consideration for his reader with his 
explanations is remarkable:  that is what 

makes it so readable.  This may well be 
due to his skill in evaluating the whole 
four years of slaughter, but he also seems 
to be able to ‘look outside the box’. In his 
closing chapter he says ‘The news likes to 
dwell on conflict and what is wrong with 
the world but every day human beings 
are doing extraordinary things to make 
this world a better place…’ That sentence 
could be applied to today.  

 Frances Presley

Copies of I Shall Not Be Away Long are available from: www.ishallnotbeawaylong.co.uk
 6 7



Gill and Paula would like to warmly welcome you to Aspen Care  offering 
assistance to enable you to live in the comfort of your own home with care 
and companionship.
            • A happy alternative to a care home
            • Cover while your family or carer takes a holiday
            • Recuperation and rehabilitation following a hospital stay
            • All aspects of personal care  medication and meal prep
            • Dementia care  disability  chronic &critical conditions  end of life care
            • Accompaniment to appointments

Call for a chat to discuss your requirements. 
We look forward to hearing from you.

01737 354821  info@aspenliveincare.co.uk  www.aspenliveincare.co.uk

• Since 1926, Capel-based and family owned
• STRESS-FREE, local, national & worldwide 
• Contact us for your FREE estimate...

01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

    Your visiting
P H Y S I O T H E R A P I S T

SUE JUDD   MCSP HCPC

40 years of experience.
 All your requirements for elderly 

mobilisation & post-operative 
rehabilitation.

07834 227 999  sue-judd@sky.com

•  Bespoke dress making •  Bespoke dress making 
•  Soft furnishings•  Soft furnishings
•  Clothing alterations•  Clothing alterations
•  Curtains•  Curtains
•  Sewing lessons •  Sewing lessons 
•  Roman Blinds•  Roman Blinds

Contact Tracey:  07511 079441  Contact Tracey:  07511 079441  
traceyssewingroom@gmail.comtraceyssewingroom@gmail.com

P J Oliver & Son
Window cleaning

House & Garden Maintenance 
Roof Repairs, Guttering 
Painting & Decorating 

Ground works, fencing, hedge cutting,
and tree work

Also Pest control 
Call Phil on 07722 158 111

Email Oliviagarrett79@gmail.com 

By all accounts, last year was the year 
that Nature came to the forefront of 

many people’s consciousness. During 
Lockdown one, in lovely spring weather, 
many of us chose to use our new-found 
time to exercise and enjoy our local 
countryside; others of us, closer to 
home, decided to make improvements 
to our outdoor space. There were 
those who spent time weeding flower 
beds or planning a patio and those 
who determined to be productive and 
for the first time have a go at ‘growing 
their own’.
Would-be growers have an advantage 
this year as garden centres are open, 
shelves filled with colourful seed 
packets and soon to be stocked with 
choice plants to tempt us to buy 
(beware those that will be damaged 
by early frosts).  Last year there was 
online panic to acquire almost anything 
at all, compost particularly being in 
demand. It is worth remembering 
that if you do have leftover seed 
(kept in dark, dry conditions) you can 
sow them successfully this year with 
the exception of parsley, sweetcorn, 

leeks and 
parsnips. 
By buying 
seeds you 

have the advantage of being able to 
choose the variety but there is also the 
option of buying small plug plants from 
many seed companies.  This saves the 
hassle of germinating your own and 
means you can start some plants, such 
as tomatoes or peppers, earlier than 
you might be able to at home. Later on, 
by early spring, garden centres will be 
full of seedlings in pots and seed trays 
for you to grow on or plant out if you 
have chosen to buy this way, but, I think 
is less rewarding than watching your 
own seeds emerge and grow.
So what should you decide to grow?  
Seed potatoes will be available now and 
you can lay them out individually in egg 
boxes or trays for them to sprout or chit.   
Later you can plant in the ground or in 
bags.  Onions or shallots should also be 
available as bulbs to divide and plant 
straight into the soil.  Both are easy and 
potatoes in particular are excellent for 
planting in newly cultivated soil.
Personal  choice and space wil l 
determine your final decisions:  I 
would not be without broad beans 
whose seeds can go straight into the 
ground when it is a little warmer or 
planted out in trays to go out later.  The 
dwarf varieties do not need staking.  
French beans, whether climbing or 

YOUR LOCAL FARM SHOP
ON DENBIES WINE ESTATE

•  Social distancing and hygiene measures are in place 
•  Queues are likely in the afternoons and weekends, so shop early if you can, or use our Tuesday & Friday services 

•  We are delivering veg bags and more to the local area on Tuesdays and Fridays 
see our website  www.vgfarmshop.com or email vegbag@vgfarmshop.com for details

LOCAL     •    NATURAL     •    ETHICAL       01306 880720      www.vgfarmshop.com

farm shop    deli   plant centre 
Open daily  9.30 am to 5 pm and Sundays 11am to 5pm    Free parking

Mickleham and Westhumble Horticultural Society

Fresh Veg at your Door

dwarf (consider your back!) and runner 
beans are all easy but you need to wait 
until the frosts are over.  Spinach or 
chard, on the other hand, will not be 
damaged.  Carrots are usually easy and 
then of course there are courgettes.  
Sometimes I think they are hardly 
worth growing given the number of 
people who want to offload them on 
to you when they have the annual glut.  
Nevertheless, for most of us they are a 
must for their texture and taste when 
freshly picked and this is even more 
true of sweetcorn whose sugar content 
gradually turns to starch the longer they 
have been picked.  You won’t know the 
true taste of sweetcorn until you have 
picked your own cobs and cooked them 
the same day!  Although I have to admit 
to once raiding a field in France for 
the family’s supper and boiling them 
forever while they remained hard as 
bullets.  Cattle food in France of course. 
There is plenty of advice online, whether 
it is from the Royal Horticultural Society 
or You Tube, and Google lists seed 
companies with ratings.  Whether you 
have a veg patch or opt for containers, 
the main thing is to have fun and enjoy 
the eating!                           Judy Kinloch

The Arts Society,  formerly the National Association of Decorative and Fine Arts Societies (NADFAS),
 is  a leading arts education charity with a global network of over 380 local societies, 

which bring people together through a shared curiosity for the arts.
Two local societies are inviting non-members to join their monthly lectures on Zoom – all given 

by  Arts Society accredited lecturers. Numbers are limited, so register as soon as possible.

THE ARTS SOCIETY DORKING
Tuesday 9th February 10.30 am CARAVAGGIO AND HIS MODELS  by Marie-Anne Mancio
Tuesday 9th March 10.30 am A BRIEF STORY OF WINE by David Wright  
Register with: Diana Pledge d.pledge@sky.com £5 per lecture payable by bank transfer.
THE ARTS SOCIETY BETCHWORTH 
Monday 15th February at 2.30 pm. THE JEWEL IN THE CROWN: ARAB AND NORMAN SICILY by Jane Angelini
Monday 15th February at 2.30 pm. WHAT'S IN A CRACK? A CLOSER LOOK AT THE PAINTINGS OF 
                                                              STANHOPE FORBES RA AND THE NEWLYN SCHOOL PAINTERS by Sarah Cove
Register with: Pat Frankland pat_frankland@hotmail.com or ring 01737 842028  £5 per lecture.

Online Lectures on the Arts
THE ARTS 
SOCIETY
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One thing that can be universally 
agreed is that the ongoing global 

pandemic has changed many things for 
everyone. Each of us has had to adapt 
to new challenges along the way.to 
adapt to. This is how the pandemic has 
changed things for me.
I moved out to Dubai to step up my 
career working as a personal trainer 
back in 2017. It was an incredible 
experience –  an opportunity that would 
only come along once, so I took it with 
nothing to lose and everything to gain. 
Dubai is a city of contrasts and I loved 
living there. My favourite aspect was 
the many different nationalities and 
the diversity within the city. For me 
the different cultures, cuisines and 
conversations shared were the best 
parts of my time there. After all it is 
the people that make a place, never the 
place itself. It is the stories you have to 
tell, not the things you have to show. 
In January 2020 as I headed back to 
Dubai like the many times before 
I would never have believed what 
would follow. It began with a gradual 
awareness of the pandemic in the news 
which quickly led to stricter measures 
being put into place. By February news 
headlines were beginning to get more 
serious and then by late March there 
was a full lockdown in Dubai. In a 
short space of time mask wearing was 
mandatory anywhere outside, curfew 
times were imposed and even to the 
point where you needed to apply for 
a permit to go out food shopping. This 

was not something I 
had in my plans for 
2020! 
Before the pandem-
ic took hold, I had 
decided to sign up 
for a full Ironman 
race back in the UK 
in July and training 
was well underway. 
Though the restric-
tions meant that I 
couldn’t train quite 
how I would  have 
liked to I found a 
way to make it work. 
Running around the 
building car-park's 
150m loop became 

a regular occurrence, outdoor bike 
rides replaced by the indoor trainer and 
climbing the 50-storey building stair-
case multiple times. Even completing 
some crazy challenges such as running 
a marathon on the car-park loop (too 
many laps to keep count of ….) as well 
as climbing the equivalent depth of the 
Mariana Trench using the staircase in 
under 36 hours (11,034m or 76 times 
to the top and back down via the lift.) 
Obviously, the way I was working took 
a complete U-turn too, from face-to-
face PT sessions to Zoom training. Like 
most people it was a new normal to 
get use to, but it wasn’t all bad. Yes, it 
was tricky retaining and gaining new 
clients on Zoom BUT the pandemic did 
allow me to change direction in how 
I delivered my content. Working 
more online was always something 
that I had been wanting to branch 
into, just maybe not so suddenly! 
Sometimes one has to take a step 
backwards to head forward again. 
The pandemic had other positives 
too, as with many it gave me clarity 
on what is important. I realised that 
though it was a brilliant lifestyle 
living out in Dubai, the place I really 
wanted to set up my longterm 
business was back in the UK. When 
the airports shut for a couple 
of weeks in the full lockdown in 
March it was a wake-up call to 
how much air travel has made 
possible. Though on the flip side 
how quickly we can be cut off. 

There’s a positive in every situation …. 
Fortunately, by July restrictions had 
eased so I decided to use my flight to 
head back to the UK and start building 
up my business with an online focus. A 
project which is ongoing but one I am 
enjoying developing.
The Ironman event like many last 
summer was cancelled, but as I had put 
in all the training I was determined to 
do something, even if it was my own 
DIY event. The 6-hour bike rides on the 
indoor trainer and hours of running 
endless loops in a car-park were not 
going to be for nothing! So after the 
mandatory 14-day isolation upon 
arriving back in the UK, I set the date for 
the 5th August. The Ironman event is a 
3.8km swim, 180km bike and a 42.2km 
run – not a small undertaking. With a 
few adjustments it was still possible – 
Maximum distance 60-minute swim at 
the Betchwoth quarry allowed me to 
swim 3.2km, 180km was on the indoor 
bike trainer and then a marathon run 
around Burney Road. A tough challenge 
but completed none the less – I think 
the real event will actually be easier 
when it can hopefully go ahead this 
year, in July. 
Though the pandemic has been a new 
normal for all of us, for me there have 
been positives that have come out 
of it. Tough at times too. It allowed 
me to accomplish some crazy fitness 
-based challenges, as well as set the 
foundations of my now online-focused 
Body-Brain-Fitness coaching business.

Immie Adshead

At the Dubai Mosque

DIY Ironman swim at Betchworth Quarry

Well, part of one anyway.  Many 
older Westhumble residents 

will be familiar with the Anderson 
Shelters from World War Two which 
were erected in a pit recommended to 
be dug 4 feet deep and the soil then 
heaped on top of the shelter.  Perhaps 
there are relicts at the bottom of some 
Westhumble gardens even now.  Then 
there was the Morrison Shelter which 
was a stout wooden ‘table’ with wire 
mesh along the sides. It was erected 
indoors and often doubled as the 
kitchen table. One slept in it and if the 
house collapsed one might be safe and 
rescued in due course.
In either corner at the bottom of the 
garden at Fairfield, just up from Box 
Hill and Westhumble station, were 
two reinforced concrete arches lying 

Air Raid Shelter at the Bottom of the Garden
on their sides and forming open, tall 
horseshoe shaped enclosures that were 
used as compost heaps.  When my 
parents first moved in in 1948 one was 
filled with sand and became my sandpit. 
I was four or five at the time.
I never remember anyone mentioning 
that these horseshoes might have had 
had anything to do with air raid shelters. 
When my Mother died last March David 
and I began clearing the bottom of the 
back garden.  We broke up and removed 
one of the horseshoes and as we did so, 
it occurred to us that stood up on end 
they would have formed sturdy arches 
and bolted to other arches they could 
have been part of an air raid shelter.
In a quiet moment at Christmas I 
googled ‘air raid shelters’ and read 
about the Anderson and Morrison 

Shelters.  Also mentioned were Stanton 
Shelters built by the Stanton Ironworks 
in Ilkeston, Derbyshire. Pre-war they 
were making spun-concrete lampposts 
but turned over to making concrete 
air-raid shelters, principally for the Air 
Ministry who installed them on RAF 
Stations.
Any length of shelter could be built up 
from the pre-cast reinforced, concrete 
segments which were 20 ins wide. 
Two of them, bolted together at the 
top, would form an arch 7 ft high 
and transverse struts were provided 
to ensure rigidity. Partly buried into 
the ground this simple bolted shelter 
provided protection against blast 
and splinters. Like the Anderson and 
Morrison Shelters they would probably 
not have survived a direct hit.

Barbara Jones

Left: The last remaining half arch of a 
Stanton Shelter at Fairfield, Westhumble. 
Above: A slightly more complete example 
of a Stanton Shelter.

E M Forster
The first special exhibition of 2021, postponed 
from last summer, is planned to be ‘Forster@50’, 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of the death 
of the novelist E M Forster, who spent more 
than 20 years of his life at West Hackhurst, near 
Abinger. 
It explores the life and impact of Forster, 
concentrating on his life locally, his known associates, the initiatives he took 

part in and the impact of the area on his novels.  The exhibition is mounted in collaboration with 
academics from Nottingham Trent University. Timing for this exhibition is uncertain at the time of 
writing. Please check the our site www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk for further information. 
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Gardens large and small
we maintain them all

Telephone: 01737 841524  Mobile: 07887 838666
References available upon request

All aspects of private and commercial garden 
and estate maintenance  landscaping undertaken

Fencing  grass & hedge cutting

EST.1985
RGS

Rowlatt Garden Services

At Mickleham Village HallAt Mickleham Village Hall
Dell Close  Mickleham  Surrey RH5 6EEDell Close  Mickleham  Surrey RH5 6EE

07748 867 732 
vmvdancing@gmail.com

Ballroom DancingBallroom Dancing
Latin American DancingLatin American Dancing
Professional Training Professional Training [IDTA][IDTA]

Private lessons only onPrivate lessons only on
Tuesday afternoons andTuesday afternoons and

Sunday evenings Sunday evenings 
[with a one hour practice session startingat 8pm]

 

IDTA Qualified TeacherIDTA Qualified Teacher

TIM LANGLEY
Experienced craftsman

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
CABINET MAKING

FRENCH POLISHING
Free estimates  collection & delivery
01372 457700   07960 486455 

01372 741544    paul.tame@homeinstead.co.uk
 www.homeinstead.co.uk/epsom

A local, award-winning business 
supporting people living in Epsom 
& Mole Valley, enabling them to 
remain living independently AT 

HOME as well as providing 
companionship and colour to peoples lives.

RATED AS OUTSTANDING BY CARE QUALITY COMMISSION
Committed to providing a quality, trusted and consistent

 home care service, we only recruit local CareGivers 
and match every CareGiver to every client so 

the same person will call each time.

A25 ELECTRICALS
Domestic & Commercial

• Electrical Installations
• Alterations

• Expertise in Fault Finding
• Condition Reports

07760 852 540
Part P Approved

www.healing-inspiration.co.uk

A Confidential & Safe Space to Talk
Counselling • Mind & Body Healing 
Reiki • Relax into Nature Sessions

Online/Outdoors/Distance
Supporting you with compassion and 

understanding through challenging times

Call Judith Cobby                                           
on 01306 882229 
or 07790 614448

Professional and reliable window cleaner
•  one off and regular cleans
•  conservatory roof cleaning
•  residential and commercial 
•  competitive prices 
Riki Lunn  07473921161 

aquashinecleaning@hotmail.com

Mickleham
Village Hall

available
for hire

Hall bookings 
Table & chair hire 
Deanna Darnell
07790 941 601

bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk
www.micklehamvillagehall.org.uk

Planning 
a party?

Equipment 
available for hire 

China ~ Cutlery
Electric urn

Equipment hire
Mary Banfield
01372 373912

admin@micklehamvh.co.uk

Community Directory
Box hill (National Trust)
 Head Ranger – Mark Dawson    01306  885502
  mark.dawson@nationaltrust.org.uk
 Friends of Box Hill – Chair Lyn Richards 01737 842889
  lyn@mra.uk.net
Box hill sChool
 Headmaster –  Cory Lowde        01372 374814
  HMPA@boxhillschool.com
Dorking CriCket CluB
     Chairman – Andrew Homewood   homewooda@hotmail.co.uk    

Dorking group of artists

      Exhibition Secretary – Patricia Booth         01737 24491
               patriciabooth100@gmail.com
Dorking lawn tennis & squash CluB
 Jim Cattermole 01306 883629
  jim.cattermole@uwclub.net
Dorking rugBy CluB

      Jim Evans                                    07789 176417 
          jim@flintcottage.net 
the garDen sheD
    Pauline Davis         07759 646353     
                      paulinemdavis@gmail.com  
      Susie Gowenlock        07768 923088   
                   susiegowenlock@gmail.com

Juniper hall fielD Centre                                                                  01306 734501
                                                                     enquiries.jh@field-studies-council.org
 Head of Centre – Simon Ward                Simon.lr@field-studies-council.org
 Friends of Juniper Hall – Suzy Hughes 01483 281935 
  suzy@suzyhughes.co.uk
MiCklehaM ChilDren’s playgrounD assoCiation
 Secretary – Sarah Parfitt 07767 891772
   sarah@sarahparfitt.com
MiCklehaM Choral soCiety
 Thursdays 8 - 10 pm – Mickleham Village Hall
 Conductor – Juliet Hornby 01372 373106
 Secretary – Anne Weaver    01306 883932 
 www.micklehamchoral.org.uk             secretary@micklehamchoral.org.uk   
MiCklehaM olD Box hillians footBall CluB
 Secretary – John Atewell 01372 374745
MiCklehaM parish CounCil     
      See website for meeting dates  www.micklehampc.org.uk 
 Chairman – Revd David Ireland                                                01372  379381
                                                                                  rev.ireland43@btinternet.com
 Parish Clerk – Feena Graham  clerkatmpc@gmail.com 
MiCklehaM parish Magazine

 Editor – Sue Tatham 01306 882547
  editor@micklehammag.co.uk
 Co-Editor – Charlotte Daruwalla 01306 884025
  editor@micklehammag.co.uk
 Administrator – Fiona Roberts-Miller 01306 740851
  admin@micklehammag.co.uk
MiCklehaM Village hall

    Chairman  – Ben Tatham           01306 882547 
  chairman@micklehamvh.co.uk
    Bookings Manager – Deanna Darnell   07790 941601  
   bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk
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For information about services for other 
denominations see website pages. 

 Search on ‘Churches Together Mole Valley’

st MiChael’s ChurCh
within the United Benefice 

of Leatherhead and Mickleham

inCuMBent

   The Reverend Graham Osborne             01372 372313
parish priest – Vacant                                   

ChurChwarDens    
 Ian Wright 01372 375695
  churchwardens@micklehamchurch.org.uk
 Sarah Blake 07736 235709 
  SarahJBl@outlook.com
parish aDMinistrator
 Alison Wood 01372 376443
  admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk

pCC seCretary 
 Elizabeth Moughton                     01306 883040
                                       pccsecretary@micklehamchurch.org.uk

treasurer                    
 Richard Siberry 01372 375303
  pcctreasurer@micklehamchurch.org.uk

organist

   David Fishwick           0208 773 2420 
               organist@micklehamchurch.org.uk
weDDings Co-orDinator

     Elaine Machin         01372 724972               
                              weddings@micklehamchurch.org.uk
BaptisMs Co-orDinator

     Vickie Leney                        01306 884054
                 baptisms@micklehamchurch.org.uk

funerals organiser

     Brian Wilcox        01372 374730
                                                        funerals@micklehamchurch.org.uk 
weBsite Manager

 Sarah Ward  01372 383350   
                                                        website@micklehamchurch.org.uk 

www.micklehamchurch.org.uk

MeMBers of the 
paroChial ChurCh CounCil

Sarah Blake     Mark Day     Andrew Diamond    
Caroline Jones    Vicky Leney    Elaine Machin

Elizabeth Moughton   Frances Presley   
   Richard Siberry    Amanda Wadsworth   

 Amy Ward    Paul Wates  Ian Wright    

parish prayer Meeting
2nd February

We are continuing to hold our monthly
 prayer meetings on the first Tuesday of the month

 at 7.30 pm via Zoom. See Pews News Online 
for joining details. Everyone welcome.

registers
Interment of Ashes 
  8th January                 Jean Allom 

Ashes buried in the grave of her grandson, 
joining those of her husband. 

spare Copies of the  
parish Magazine 

available from Sue Tatham
O1306 882547  editor@micklehammag.co.uk 

st MiChael's CoMMunity 
group CoMMittee

Mark Day     07852 117249
                mickleham@hotmail.com
Amy Ward     07709 199292
       amycatrionaward@gmail.com
Jenny Hudlass    01306 886044
           jennyhudlass01@gmail.com
Andy Diamond    07789 775354
       diamo1@hotmail.co.uk
Will Dennis     07903 842674
                     wdwdennis@icloud.com
Frances Presley     01306 882473
       jasempres@gmail.com

helping hanDs
Including Food for Friends 

A service for all residents 
of  Mickleham and Westhumble

Examples of services we offer*:
•  Essential shopping / collection of prescriptions 
 •  Changing library books
 •  Small tasks: eg changing fuses, altering clocks etc 
 •  Dog walking  
 •  Visiting / befriending
 •  Home-cooked meals for local families going  
     through difficult times
* Presently limited by Covid restrictions

Requests to 
Frances Presley  01306 882473

More helpers needed – please contact 
Frances if you can spare some time.

liVing aDVent CalenDar winDows
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Farewell to Paul and Jayne Timmins 
who have moved from Pilgrims Way 

to East Sussex,

Welcome to:
•  Ian and Sharon Hall have moved 

to Pilgrims Way from Westhumble 
Street
•  Derek and Nicole Alston have moved 
to Westhumble Street from Richmond, 
London
•  Tom and Zoe Grimshaw with children 
Esmee, Ava & Chester moved to Adlers 
Lane from Cobham.

Ro g e r  H o w e l l  r e p o r t s  t h a t 
Westhumble's poppy 

collection in aid of the 
Royal British Legion last 
November raised  £494.

Community Directory
 Continued from page 13

MiCklehaM & westhuMBle Book CluB
    Bernice Bailey                                                                   01306 741310
  bpbailey_uk@yahoo.co.uk
MiCklehaM & westhuMBle BaDMinton CluB

 Membership Secretary Sarah Blake       tinkerbell0044@hotmail.com     
MiCklehaM & westhuMBle CriCket CluB

 Membership contact                                       Will Dennis 07903 842674 
                                                                          will@micklehamhallfarm.co.uk
MiCklehaM & westhuMBle hortiCultural soCiety
    Chairman – David Kennington 01372 362309 
www.surreycommunity.info/mwhs davidkennington144@gmail.com
MiCklehaM anD westhuMBle loCal history group
 Chairman – Ben Tatham                       01306 882547
                                                                                  ben@thetathams.co.uk
             www.hugofox.com/community/mickleham-westhumble-local-
  history-group-13483/
Mole Valley DistriCt CounCil             01306 885001
    Councillor Elsie Rosam  01306 885695
  elsierosam29@gmail.com
    
the arts soCieties (forMerly naDfas)
    Betchworth – Mary Venning 01306 883301
    Dorking – Sue Tatham 01306 882547
    Leatherhead – Sarah Sheridan          01306 883699
st MiChael’s ChurCh of englanD (a) infant sChool  01372 373717
  info@stmichaels-dorking.surrey.sch.uk
     Friends of St Michael’s School    friendsofstmichaels2017@gmail.com
 Co-chairs Nicole Harcombe, Tracey Harwood, Amy Rieley                                                              
st MiChael’s CoMMunity nursery
    Weekday mornings – Mickleham Village Hall
 Supervisor – Hilary Budd  01372 361021
    stmichaelsnursery@btinternet.com
surrey County CounCil            03456 009 009
    Councillor – Hazel Watson 01306 880120
  hva.watson@btinternet.com
surrey wilDlife trust  01483 795440
  info@surreywt.org.uk
westhuMBle resiDents assoCiation

    David Allbeury                                    07860 227451      
                                      westhumble.neighbourhood.watch@gmail.com
westhuMBle neighBourhooD watCh
    Lead Co-ordinator –  David Allbeury                                   07860 227451                                         
  westhumble.neighbourhood.watch@gmail.com

aDDitional ContaCt inforMation
Citizens aDViCe 
    Dorking – Lyons Court   0844 4111 444
    Leatherhead – Swan Mews  High Street     0844 4111 444
CriMestoppers                0800 555 111
poliCe Non-emergencies  101
     (often quicker to  make online report)   https://report.police.uk/                                                      
                Neighbourhood Specialist Team – Dorking Rural East

General enquiries molevalley@surrey.pnn.police.uk
NHS Urgent and emergency care               111

Advertising in the 
Parish Magazine

Please contact 
Fiona Roberts-Miller

admin@micklehammag.co.uk
Small ads: a nominal fee is 

charged for ads where items or 
services are bought or sold. 

We have been advised to print 
the following reminder:

We cannot guarantee the 
quality of the goods and 
services offered by our 

advertisers.

If you would like to add  your 
name to this list please get in 

touch with 
Fiona Roberts-Miller

admin@micklehammag.co.uk
No Charge

Babysitting 
by local

teenagers
Those listed below are at least 

14 years old.

Alasdair Wise    01306 884694  
Annabelle Prosser*
                                07443 634179
Maisy Presley*      07720 657327
Freya Pearce         07787 427143
Martha Pearce     07514 080005
Skye Moran          01306 640043
Patrick Moran      01306 640043
Amber Miller       01306 883659
Rory Lee          **07973 360 950
Ellie Kim              07773  395 575
Tatiana Fleming-Smith
           **  07495 014427
Chelsea Edwards 07834 695816
Philomena Ala     07789 727682
Delphine Ala        01306 885767

  * Holidays only
** Parent's mobile number

Community 
News

An old tradition was re-enacted on 
Thursday 7th January when the 

funeral of Hugh Carey of Cleveland 
Court took place.
Hugh and Jil l  Carey moved from 
Buckinghamshire into the Gate Lodge 
at Cleveland Court some seven years 
ago.  Sadly, Jill’s health failed and 
for the last few years she has been 
bed-bound with carers coming in 
regularly every day and Hugh as her 
full-time carer.
Hugh celebrated his 90th birthday in 
April, but unfortunately he was taken 
ill suddenly at the end of November 
and died on 14th December without 
returning to Cleveland Court.  Jill is 

Cleveland Court says 
farewell to its oldest resident

being cared for by her son and his 
family who live in Dorking.
The Covid restrictions relating to 
funerals prevented the Cleveland Court 
community from attending, so the 
family arranged for the funeral hearse to 
visit on its way to the crematorium.  And 
so it was that the hearse came up the 
drive of Cleveland Court, turned round 
in the car park, then drove slowly back 
down the drive preceded by the Master 
of Ceremonies resplendent in top hat 
and carrying a furled umbrella.  Fifteen 
Cleveland Court residents lined the 
drive – maintaining social distancing in 
the cold winter sunshine – to remember 
a well-respected neighbour.

Elizabeth Moughton

It was a bright sunny morning in late 
November when the intrepid trio of 

Jilly Aarvold, Juliet Hornby and Annie 
Dennis, stalwarts all of the Mickleham 
Choral Society, set off up Mickleham 
Downs. Contrary to popular belief 
they were not heading for a rehearsal 
of 'The Hills are Alive with the Sound 
of Music' with Jilly as Maria, Juliet 
doubling up as Mother Superior and 
Captain von Trapp, and Annie as all 
seven children.  Instead, they wanted to 
test Jilly‘s theory about Rocky, a working 
cocker spaniel whose  disappearance 
had been flagged up to the Mickleham 
and Westhumble Whatsapp group 
by Christine Smyth a couple of days 
previously. Jilly had it in mind that, 
with the public area having been 
comprehensively searched by villagers 
for the previous two days, there was 
a possibility that Rocky had fallen into 
the disused reservoir on the Juniper Hill 
estate.  In her words, 'I couldn’t forgive 
myself if we hadn’t checked this out and 
he had died there'.
Amazingly, Jilly proved to be right, 
and Juliet clambered down into the 
reservoir and rescued Rocky, handing 
him over the parapet to Annie before 
climbing out over the five-foot wall 
herself.  Kirsten Johnson made the call 
to an emotional owner who dashed 
over and reunited herself with a tired, 
hungry, thirsty but obviously very happy 

Reservoir Dog 

Rocky.  It was a truly happy scene. 
Well done one and all.  This was a 
fantastic community effort.  Rocky’s 
tearful owner Dania put it very well 
when she said 'Thank you so much for 
the hard work from the community. 
What a lovely place to live'. We think 
so, Dania.
Juliet describes the moment that she 
saw Rocky trapped in the reservoir 
as 'heartrending'.  Well yes, but how 
much more heartrending would it have 

been if he had died which, given that 
the area has been closed off to visitors 
recently, was a real possibility?  Let us 
hope the times they are a-changin in 
that regard, but for now let’s bask in 
a job well done and a community that 
looks after others as well as itself.  
Rocky Horror didn’t happen. It was 
replaced by Reservoir Dog and it in 
turn by Wonderful Life, to close off on 
a high note what was a miserable 2020 
for most of us.                     Will Dennis

From left: Annie Dennis, Jilly Aarvold, Juliet Hornby, Christine Smyth, 
Dania with Rocky, Will Dennis
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Mickleham Parish Council – Bus Shelter

Can you translate these 
diagrams into words? 

Say what you see. 

  Answer on page 26

Hell 2 – Heaven 1

BRAIN 
TEASER

Saturday 5th December marked the 
grand opening of our new bus 

shelter. Two years of negotiating with 
Surrey County Council came to an end 
when local resident and frequent bus 
user Keith Crouch cut the tape, and 
you can now, finally, wait for a bus in 
Mickleham and stay dry.  
Objections raised by the council’s legal 
department were many and various, 
including that the pavement was too 
narrow, the designs inappropriate, 
the proposed local contractors not 
approved.  At one point they even 
asked Mickleham Parish Council  to 
give a guarantee (which could have 
been enforced against parish councillors 
personally) of £20 million in case a bus 
crashed into the shelter.
Fortunately common sense prevailed, 
eventually, and we now have our 
shelter.   It has even had Christmas lights 
on it this winter, thanks to the Parochial 
Church Council installing a cable from 
the Rectory garage.  Many thanks also 
to the parish council, the Highways 
Department of Surrey County Council, 
the diocese, churchwardens and most 
importantly the donors. The entire costs 
were raised by public subscription, and 
this is reflected in the plaque which you 
will see in the shelter. 
Let us go on using the bus. In three 
years the 465 bus route is again up 
for consideration as to whether or not 
Surrey County Council will continue to 
fund it.  We do not want to lose this key 
local facility.                          Will Dennis

Shelter  delivered

First bus arrives

From left: Will Dennis, Kath and Keith Crouch

Christmas carollers singing in Pilgrims Court, Westhumble

Mickleham Choral Society brought 
much-appreciated festive cheer 

to Mickleham and Westhumble on 
Friday 18th December. The original 
plan was for carolling in Westhumble 
on Saturday, but only two days 
before Lockdown 2 would be imposed 
on Saturday morning. Undaunted, 
Juliet set about making new plans 
to include Westhumble on Friday 
evening as well.  
Despite being locked down, prevented 
from singing indoors except with 
draconian rules and having to rehearse 
on Zoom, they sang a short programme 

Christmas 
Carousel

of glorious carols with great enjoyment 
and enthusiasm. Three of the planned  
sites had to be cut, but carolling took 
place at Batchelor's Yard, the village 
Hall car park, The Old Rectory, the 
churchyard, Pilgrims Way and Burney 
Road. Friday night turned out to be very 

wet, but the socially distanced singers 
coped with torches/head-lamps and 
soggy music extremely well – no doubt  
fortified by copious amounts of mulled 
wine and refreshments they enjoyed 
along the way. Thank you to one and 
all for a truly magical experience.

Sue Tatham

Juliet has a plan...
For those who feel rusty vocally, she 

is offering a series of four vocal 
work-out sessions – a sort of 'keep-fit' 
for singers. She says 'don’t worry – it 
won’t be too difficult and I will start 
you off gently. It will be shorter than 
the usual hour (probably 30-40 minutes 
maximum). I think you would find this 
enough! I will include some fun things 

to sing too – not just all exercises and 
maybe end with a song that we can all 
join in with. I can also send you all a 
sheet with a suggested daily routine 
of about 10 minutes if you want to do 
extra. 
It will be different but I hope it will be 
enjoyable and get you into fine shape 
for when we start again properly.

 Our first session would be on Thursday 
4th February.'

PS For non-Choral Society members. 
If you enjoy singing, why not join us 
for these free sessions? As numbers 
are limited, please register with Anne 
Weaver secretary@micklehamchoral.
org.uk as soon as possible.

Brian Kay, former Leith Hill Musical 
Festival Conductor, has spent his 

entire working life in a career that is 
both successful and rewarding. His 
fascinating collection of memories 
and anecdotes throws a hugely 
entertaining light on a life entirely 
devoted to the joy of music and music-
making. He was the founder bass of the 
internationally renowned vocal group 
The King's Singers. He spent 25 years 
writing and presenting thousands of 
programmes for BBC Radio – his own 
Brian Kay's Sunday Morning on Radio 
3 to such Radio 2 favourites as Friday 

Night is Music Night and Melodies for 
You. He then moved back to the open 
spaces of the concert hall, conducting 
choral and orchestral concerts all 
over the world, including his annual 
4000-voice Really Big Chorus Messiah 
from Scratch in London's Royal Albert 
Hall. He has been the lowest frog on a 
Paul McCartney single and a member 
of the backing group for Pink Floyd. 
Brian Kay recounts his fascinating life 
in intimate and amusing detail, sharing 
with us his great love of life and his 
abiding passion for music.
Editor's note: A very entertaining read.

The General Committee of the Leith Hill Musical Festival have reluctantly 
decided, that a festival will not be possible at any time in 2021. It is hoped 
that some sort of singing event (such as a Come-and-Sing) will be possible 
sometime in late 2021.

Let us go singing as far as we go: the road will be less tedious.   Virgil
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Painting
Decorating / tiling  
Wallpapering  
  • Fully insured
  • Free estimates
  • References available

Tel: Martin 07770 441 201

From additional lighting and sockets
to complete rewires

Fully insured     Registered with the NICEIC

Mike PalmerMike Palmer  
Electrical ServicesElectrical Services
Part P registered electrician

07866 930483  mike@mikepalmer.biz
Boxhill Way,  Strood Green,  Betchworth RH3 7HY Boxhill Way,  Strood Green,  Betchworth RH3 7HY 

Vivien Cresswell
Made-to-measure Soft Furnishings

          

01737 843858
info@cresswellscurtains.co.uk

www.viviencresswell.co.uk

Curtains  Roman Blinds  Cushions
Extensive range 

of fabrics

Diagnosis, Expert Treatment & Professional Care
for Your Feet

Bookham
Chiropody & Podiatry Clinic

We provide the best 
possible care for your feet

Book your appointment: 
01372 454583

29 High Street, Great Bookham KT23 4AA
www.bookhamchiropody-podiatry.co.uk

phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
07905 160 765

Regular Lawn Mowing
Lawn Care & turfing 
Pressure Washing
Hedge Trimming 

General Garden Maintenance

As I write this in the brand new 
year of 2021, it seems a long time 

ago that I was setting the Christmas 
crossword. Looking at it now there are 
some things that I am not happy with 
but given that I was trying to finish the 
clues for it in the midst of the tsunami 
that followed my appearance on the 
BBC's Today program on 14th November, 
it could have been a lot worse! The main 
thing that did not really work was the 
theme suggested in 26 ACROSS. The 
‘well-known spirit’ in 13 DOWN & 3 
DOWN was JACOB MARLEY and the 
long collection of words pointed to 
was a QUOTE from him in ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ that goes ‘NO SPACE OF REGRET 
CAN MAKE AMENDS FOR ONE LIFE’S 
OPPORTUNITY MISUSED’. I liked the 
sentiment of that and even though 
I wasn’t previously familiar with it, I 
thought maybe a bit of googling to look 
for quotes by Jacob Marley might help 
a solver to find words that would fit in 
the rest of the grid. My intention was 
good even if the execution was clumsy 
– story of my life!
Here are some of the other clues, with 
definitions underlined:
7 Rue Perrin is alongside King & French 
(6)
REGRET
‘Perrin’ = REG (as in the Fall & Rise of 
Reginald Perrin), ‘King’ = R (as for Rex 
on postboxes), ‘&’ = and = ET in French
11 Heartless labourer found in the 
shade (4)
NAVY
‘labourer’ = NAvVY, which less its heart 
becomes NAVY, which is a shade as in 

‘he was wearing a navy romper suit’.
14 Single teacher heard second hand 
was treated like the hour hand, 
perhaps? (7)
MISUSED
‘single teacher’ = miss, which can be 
heard as MIS, ‘second hand’ = USED. If 
the second hand is treated like the hour 
hand, it is MISUSED (and the question 
mark is there to hint that there is a 
slight bending of the rules in the way 
the definition also makes use of ‘second 
hand’).
18 Floor in the fashion of a fan of 
eucalyptus? (5)
KOALA
‘Floor’ = K.O. (= knock-out), ‘in the 
fashion of’ = A LA.
20 Canoed without dictionary in sack 
(3)
CAN
‘dictionary’ = O.E.D. (Oxford English 
Dictionary) which is removed from 
‘canoed’ to gives a maybe rather 
American term for ‘to terminate the 
employment of’ – e.g. ‘Donald Trump, 
you’re canned!’
23 An example of a sentence: ‘Love is 
for everyone the beginning of them 
all’ (4)
LIFE
The beginnings of the words ‘Love Is For 
Everyone’ give you the sort of sentence 
that one might not like receiving from 
a judge.
28 Tired of being treated like a mole? 
(7)
WHACKED
Connected with the arcade game 
‘Whac-A-Mole’ invented in Japan in 

1975 – and referenced by the Prime 
Minister in May last year in relation to 
the government’s strategy with regards 
the pandemic where he said they would 
be doing a whack-a-mole on local flare-
ups. That seems to have gone very well.
10 Supporter of brazen loss of cool (3)
BRA
‘cool’ = zen (as in ‘I am very zen when it 
comes to canning  American Presidents’) 
which is lost from BRAzen.
16 Livingstone follows diamond boss 
in getting squiffy (7)
DRUNKEN
‘diamond’ = D (as in playing cards), 
‘boss’ = RUN (e.g. a fly-half can be talked 
about as bossing the game when he is 
running how it is played), ‘Livingstone’ 
= KEN, the well-known newt fancier.
21 Deviation perhaps comes from the 
last bit of meaningless rubbish (4)
STAT
‘the last bit of ’ meaninglesS is S, 
‘rubbish’ = TAT, ‘Deviation’ is an example 
of a statistic, where it is ‘the difference 
between an observed value in a series 
of such values and their arithmetic 
mean’.
Always good to get ideas of things to 
discuss in my article, so any responses 
or queries will be happily received at 
andrewt@andrewtatham.co.uk 

Andrew

Cryptic Delicacies

Byttom Hill  Mickleham   01372 372590    www.thekingwilliamiv.com

Hello lockdown buddies 
We must thank all who came to see us in the periods when we were open, and especially those who usually 

tend just to come only when it's sunny - you all stayed throughout autumn and winter .Rains, gales darkness proved to be no 
barrier 'substantial meals'” were consumed - when I know many just wanted beer or wine. This support was really instrumental 
in helping us to survive. As an independent freehouse we do not have the cushion of a large organisation behind us
At the moment we are doing a small Take Away Service 10am - 4pm Saturdays and Sundays: teas, coffees, pies 'n pasties  etc. 
And if you are short of a bit of sugar, toilets rolls, eggs or whatever we could probably help out.

We hope to roll out a full Friday night takeaway menu by the time this magazinecome out (see website).  Mobility-challenged 
residents can requeste delivery service. We may also do a Sunday roast, if demand is there.  

 See you soon, Eamonn and Anne

King William iV The physical and mental health 
benefits of yoga are well known 

but how many of you know that we 
have an excellent local teacher? I have 
been going to Di Sage’s classes at Box 
Hill Village Hall twice a week for most 
of the last 16 years and have benefited 
enormously from them. Di is a natural 
teacher and I have seen her progress in 
skill and application over these years. 
Her classes are always varied and 
stimulating and they are designed to 
be suited to the level of her students in 
each class. If one pose is unsuitable for 

a particular student, then Di can always 
suggest an alternative.
Of course these last few months have 
been very different, no going up to 
Box Hill to work, and laugh, in a class 
together, which is so sad. However, 
during the lockdowns Di runs her 
classes online via Zoom and I have been 
getting almost as much value out of the 
classes in my own home as I did in the 
hall-held classes. The laughter is less but 
there is no turning out on a cold winter’s 
night! Nor is there any getting away 
with things as Di watches and supports 
us all, even remotely.

If the time of the classes is unsuitable, 
then there is a download available for 
one to use independently.
Di is very health conscious, working 
especially to help with posture to 
promote immunity and to help arthritis, 
along with many other aspects of 
mental and physical fitness. It is most 
definitely not all about standing on 
one’s head! This term we are also 
working on breathing patterns as lung 
fitness is especially important at the 
moment. For information on these yoga 
classes, see www.boxhillyoga.co.uk 

Ann Sankey

Yoga at Box Hill
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AN AFFORDABLE AND EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONAL 
ALTERNATIVE TO TRADITIONAL SOLICITORS

• Divorce • Arrangements for children  • Finances  
• Court Proceedings

PROUD TO PROVIDE A DIFFERENT KIND OF SERVICE
• Affordable fees • Straight-talking advice

• Practical  real support
Contact me for a consultation 

07808 572157  juliewattsfamilylaw.co.uk

Julie Watts
F a m i l y  L a w

Dorking Pest Control Services
Local Authority Approved Contractors

Our Services include: Wasps  Bee Swarms  Hornets  Rats  Mice  
Squirrels  Fleas  Flies  Ants  Cockroaches  Bed Bugs  

Rabbits  Moles  Foxes and Deer

Experts in pest control throughout SurreyExperts in pest control throughout Surrey
Office:Office: 01306 743001      01306 743001      Ivor: Ivor: 07710 117491       07710 117491      Chris:Chris: 07971 519415 07971 519415

• Domestic  Commercial and Industrial  • Contract Work  • Preventative Control Programmes

www. dorkingpestcontrol.comwww. dorkingpestcontrol.com

Contact: Andy 07895 719 706 Contact: Andy 07895 719 706 
andy@kirksdomestics.co.ukandy@kirksdomestics.co.uk

Domestic Appliance RepairsDomestic Appliance Repairs
30 years’ experience repairing and installing            30 years’ experience repairing and installing            

all gas and electric domestic appliancesall gas and electric domestic appliances

•  Cookers  Microwaves•  Cookers  Microwaves
•  Dishwashers•  Dishwashers
•  Washing machines•  Washing machines
•  Fridges / Freezers•  Fridges / Freezers
•  Water coolers•  Water coolers
•  Coffee machines•  Coffee machines
•  Tumble dryers•  Tumble dryers

ole ValleyMowers
Open 

Monday to Friday
 8 a.m. -5 p.m. 
& Saturday 
8 a.m - 1 p.m.

All leading makes of lawn mowers
 & garden tractors catered for 

Reasonable rates  
Free estimates  & friendly service 

Paul White   Bookham  01372 458008

Over 25 years’ experience working on extensions, 
renovations, new-build and conversion projects for

builders and domestic customers alike.  

ALL ASPECTS OF INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PLASTERING
07740 860 560  chrisguyplastering@gmail.com

Do you need a plasterer?

Our work is to a high standard and 
we are fast. Give Chris a call for a 

free, no obligation quotation.

In response to 
Ann Sankey's 

article in the 
December 2020 edition, I have listed 
a few things we can do individually to 
start decreasing our climate change and 
environmental impact.
First: Use an on-line calculator to 
understand your impact.
HOME
•  Turn your thermostat down.
•  Replace your constant-fuel use Aga.
•  Reduce draught and insulate your 
home (double glazing helps to reduce 
noise pollution).
•  Use a green energy supplier e.g. 
octopus or bulb (arrange with friends 
for vouchers worth £50 to switch).
•  Reduce beef consumption.
•  Use sustainable locally grown 
produce (zero air miles) where 
possible and avoid excess packaging.
•  Avoid fast/cheap fashion.
•  Use LEDs and efficient appliances.

•  Reduce, re-use and recycle waste 
properly.
•  Consider installing solar panels or 
photovoltaic cells.
TRAVEL
•  Travel and use your car less. Could 
you walk or use public transport 
instead?
•  Look after your car. Low tyre 
pressure increases fuel consumption.
•  If considering a new car, purchase 
an electric vehicle or plug in hybrid. 
•  Reduce long-haul flights (keep in 
mind planes are more efficient than 
cars in some cases).
•  Consider economy class (economy 
plus, offers more legroom) if flying.
FINANCES
•  If you are investing, consider 
investing in an ESG (Environment, 
social and governance) fund.
The aforementioned are aimed 
towards reducing carbon dioxide 
emissions.  However, climate change 

Thinking globally, acting locally 
also causes environmental impacts.  
Increasingly volatile rainfall leads to 
soil erosion, flooding and drought. 
Increasing vegetation and decreasing 
impermeable surfaces slows water 
movement to drains and rivers.  A 
surprising amount of rainfall is caught 
by tree canopies.
•  Allow your grass to grow longer or 
even let it go to meadow.  This reduces 
water consumption (reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions involved with water 
treatment) and promotes wildflowers 
and wildlife.
•  Try supporting local wildlife by 
rewilding part of your garden and by 
planting native, pollinator-friendly 
species.
•  Avoid using pesticides and herbicides 
to protect water quality and ensure 
wildlife is not unintentionally harmed. 
Lastly, a big thank you Ellie for her piece 
on Light Pollution.    Nikolai Beloussov

Many of us know that the insecticide 
group known as neonicotinoids is 

harmful to bees and other pollinators 
and for this reason is banned in EU 
and UK. This group of pesticide is also 
used to treat pets for fleas and other 
parasites. 
Unfortunately recent research indicates 
that these chemicals are now polluting 
rivers across England; this of course 
will include the River Mole. The levels 
of these pollutants have been found 
at amounts that greatly exceed safe 

Pet treatments poison rivers
limits. The particular chemicals found 
in over 4,000 samples include fipronil, 
fipronil sulfone, fipronil sulphide 
and imidacloprid. Sites immediately 
downstream of waste water treatment 
works had the highest levels of fipronil 
and imidaclopid. This supports the 
hypothesis that potentially significant 
quantities of pesticide from veterinary 
products may be entering waterways 
via domestic sewage.
These findings have several implications 
for us in Mickleham and Westhumble. 

As we are downstream of the treatment 
works at Pixham, it means that the very 
many aquatic invertebrates that should 
be in the river are being killed as the 
river flows through our parish. If any of 
us also use these products on our cats, 
dogs, etc, then we are adding to this 
pesticide load.
The research was carried out by the 
University of Sussex, the Environment 
Agency and Chipping Norton Veterinary 
Hospital. See https://bit.ly/2KBe6c3 
for a summary of the results.

Ann Sankey

Burford Spur then and now

Thanks to Graham Revill who sent us this copy of a postcard dated 1910 and a picture taken further down the hill last November.
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Get IT Fixed, Get IT Connected
Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

Brockham based. No call out charges. Fully transparent quotations 
with no hidden costs. We make technology work for you.

Call us now on

01737 845980

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 09/01/2014   19:26:26

Building Plans
For home improvements & extensions

Including planning & building regulations
Fast efficient service at competitive rates

MICHAEL LLOYDCEng MICE

For free consultation:
Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791 402 

BUILDING 
REPAIRS 
UNDERTAKEN
PATIOS  DECKING etc  NO JOB TOO SMALL

Local references if needed

01372 372586 / 07776 256131

Interior and exterior 

painting & decorating
R A BUTLER

over 30 years’ experience Extensions and alterations often require a  
Structural Engineer

Robert Wynter & Partners Ltd
01306 879875

Book House  Vincent Lane 
Dorking RH4 3HW 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802
info@remedialroofing.co.uk      www.remedialroofing.co.uk

remedial roofing  
For people with roof issues and deficiencies

• New roofs – slate & tiled roof specialists    • All roof repairs, moss removal & gutter clearance
• Flat roofs, traditional felt & GRP fibreglass    • New uPVC Fascia, soffit & guttering

Obtain an up-to-date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

It was interesting to review the article 
printed last month, I mentioned 

entering the month of December and 
coming out of lockdown, at that time I 
know I was thinking far more positively 

about the end being in sight. Covid-19 
continues to challenge us all, luckily, 
I work with little children and for five 
mornings a week am able to join in with 
their excitement, joyful play and share 
their innocent view of the world.
This month their world has been 
out of this world – we have been 
experiencing space. Our Gingerbread 
house has been turned into Mission 
control, we have been counting down 
before blasting off to the moon and 
exploring moon dust.  Our trikes have 
become moon buggies, we have been 
bouncing moon rocks on our parachute 
and designing the perfect alien. We 
look forward to thinking about our 
special loved ones as Valentine’s Day 
approaches and have been practicing 
our hugs by hugging trees. 

Our children continue to enjoy plenty 
of fresh air, the outside being more 
inside than it usually is, with all our 
windows and the door open. We have 
a ‘rug buddy’ which is like an electric 
blanket for our carpeted area, so those 
that are busy building with magnetic 
tiles, reading stories or playing with 
lego have toasty bottoms while we 
keep the nursery well ventilated. We 
have also made the decision to use only 
our own on-site forest school area for 
our woodland activities, which ensures 
lots of little hands are not touching 
the stile. This reduces our contact 
with the plentiful number of walkers 
we generally see around Mickleham. 
We look forward to the time when 
we can again be more present in the 
community.                         Hilary Budd
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Once again we find ourselves in the 
position of having to open our 

school to only a limited few.  As a school 
community, we had all hoped that this 
would not be the case.  We are acutely 
aware of the important and vital role 
that school plays in our families’ lives 
so to have to close our doors to many 
of our children, is not an easy thing for 
us to do.
Covid seems to be dictating the way 
at the moment and above all else, we 
know that controlling the spread of the 
virus has to be the number one priority 
for all of us. 
On a brighter note, we have been 
heartened by our families’ resilience 
and strength.  Home learning is no 
longer a new concept and most parents 
have found a way to make this work 
often while juggling the demands 
of working from home.  We salute 
you!  Teachers have once again gone 
into ‘let’s get organised’ mode and 
have produced high-quality plans 
at a moment’s notice.  One of the 
tasks that our Year 2s were set was to 
write a persuasive letter and we have 
included a picture of the Persuasive 
Writing Word Map they were sent 
to help them.  We have been able 
to enhance our home learning offer 
this time around, providing videos, 
Zooms, learning platforms, an ebook 
library and online interactive platform, 
which provides the children with a 

valuable connection with their peers 
and teachers. 
Parents have sent kind and supportive 
messages to the staff as well as some 
chocolate treats.  We are lucky to 
have such a strong school community 
that is able to pull together even 
under some of the most difficult 
circumstances. 

Our value for this half term is 'Patience' 
and we are certainly having to live this 
out at the moment!
Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, 
be constant in prayer. Romans 12:12. 
Change is the one constant that we 
can rely on and with patience we 
will undoubtedly come through this 
challenging time.  We look forward to 
being able to be together again as a 

stmichaels-dorking.surrey.sch.uk/

Contact us for more information about admissions 
01372 361021   www.stmichaelscommunitynursery.co.uk

Mickleham Village Hall  Dell Close
Weekdays  9.15 am – 12.15 pm (term time)

WITH OPTIONAL LUNCH CLUB
On Mondays and Thursdays there is the option for children to stay until 2.45 p.m.

Maximum 26 children per session 
• playing naturally   • learning naturally

We offer an excellent range of pre-school activities for 2½ to 5 year-
olds where they can learn through play in an informal friendly atmosphere.                 

BRAIN TEASER answer:  Paradise Lost

Solution to the December crossword 
Across: 2 Nu  3 Moist  4 Oregano  7 Regret  11 Navy  12 Raj  14 Misused  17 Talc  18 Koala  19 One  20 Can  22 Climb 
23 Life  25 Kit  26 Quote  27 Opportunity  28 Whacked  30 Lovable  31 Shunned. 
Down: 1 Cuing  2 No  5 Amends  6 Of  8 Ta  9 Tyre  10 Bra  12 Realist  13/3 Jacob Marley  14 Make  15 Space  16 Drunken  
21 Stat  23 Leprechaun  24 For  28 Wales  29 Dread. 

Christmas Quiz Answers
Stage and Screen Musicals

Editor's note: When compiling the answers, I discovered three errors which are shown below. 
Sorry.  Guess I didn't want to make it too easy for you.

1 My Fair Lady   
2 Hamilton   
3 Mary Poppins   
4 The Book of Mormon*  
5 Jersey Boys   
6 Cabaret   
7 Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 
8 La La Land     
9 Bohemian Rhapsody*   
10 Singin In the Rain   
11 West Side Story   
12 Chicago    

13 Starlight Express  
14 The Phantom of the Opera    
15 Kiss Me Kate    
16 O What a Lovely War  
17 The Lion King   
18 Mamma Mia   
19 The Sound of Music  
20 The King and I   
21 Fiddler on the Roof  
22 Billy Elliot   
23 Camelot    
24 Oklahoma   

25 The Mikado   
26 Les Miserables  
27 Matilda    
28 The Pirates of Penzance 
29 Charlie and the Chocolate    
       Factory 
30 Joseph and his Amazing    
      Technicolour  Dreamcoat
* Errors
   4.   Should have been 4 words
   9.   h missing from letters
   30. Correct title is Joseph and the  
         Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat

School Life in Lockdown 3

full school community.  I am sure there 
will be many other lessons we will have 
learned about kindness, compassion 
and being there for others.  We have 
certainly witnessed this in watching and 
listening to our real life front-worker 
superheroes! 
In the meantime we will Zoom our way 
through the next few months! 

Nicola Cleather, Head of School

As reported in the last magazine the 
MPM Christmas Card raised £300 

which was split between the nursery and 
the infant school. Hilary decided to use the 
nursery's share for a party as the children 
had missed out on so many birthday 
parties during the past year.
Hi lary reported that parents had 
commented on how excited their children 
were to have a party. 40 attended.
 'I am so pleased we could end the term 
on such a high. Party bags had a bouncy 
ball, a mini packet of sweeties and an 
make your own snowman puppet activity 
pack. Thank-you to the Parish Magazine 
Christmas Card contributors for making 
it possible.'

MPM Christmas Card Donation helps to fund
 Nursery Christmas Party

The Howell's gnomery in Adlers Lane - always a favourite visit for children - was illuminated early to cheer us all up.
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CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE VALUATION
01372 450500

www.johnwadsworth.co.uk   sales@johnwadsworth.co.uk
A professional  efficient and friendly serviceA professional  efficient and friendly service

LOCAL BUILDER
New bathroom installations,

re-design, renovations, 
plumbing/heating,

electrics, plastering & tiling,
decorating, Karndean flooring,

all building works. 
All works guaranteed 

fully Insured
35 years' experience

Please contact Damian
07940 599845 / 01306 880332

musgrovebuild@gmail.com

Cryptic 
Crossword

Andrew Tatham

The solution to last month's crossword is on page 26.

Across
1  You could say something that
     happened in 1945 is yet to be
     delivered (6)
4  Hoodwinks banks (6)
8  Quest for the sound of happy cat
     hearts maybe (7)
9  Seize what a millionnaire has, 
     minus a single dollar (7)
11 A declaration that you are
     committed to combat (10)
12/26 Sign not to leave the
      straight and narrow is made
      from note paper and five
      eggs by the sound of it (4,6)
13 Source of leaks is backing
      the First Lady (5)
14 Sign to care for something
      that wants the whole waffle
      but doesn’t like the squash? (8)
16 If only Trump confined himself to
      this golfing supremacist’s ball
      location (5,3)
18/5 Sign that simple diet has
      been digested (5,5)
20 See 21
21/20 When hog chewed hay it
      diverged from a set of rules that is   
      90 years old this month (3,7,4)
23 Sign above a dotted line to
      donate a shed (4,3)
24 Carousel could be a way to claim
      initially unwanted bags in the end (7)
25 Attack Cummings with a hairy
      adornment (6)
26 See 12

Down
1   Sign of a big change that happens
      underwater? (1-4)
2   Sign of restriction caused by bun
      sale getting out of hand (3,4)
3   Her allies are scrambled to make
     a stink (5,4)
5   See 18 Across
6   Index is something under
     the table (7)
7   If dragons fly in circles, exhibit 
     calmness (4-5)
10 Original name for a place of
     madness that was pointed
     to by a star sign (9)

13  Many sharks in middle age get
       some kind of drill (9)
15  Lady of the night is less
       professional when Mr O’Connor 
       starts to be strapped (9)
17  May pole dances second to
       succeed in that place (7)
19  Going along with what you’ve
       heard is a useful thing if you’re
       bats (7)
21  To make fun of golf supporters
       within earshot (5)
22  Collect together for a service (5)

Santa at Hillcrest, Chapel Lane
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Residential & Commercial Property
Wills, Trusts & Probate
Litigation and Mediation
Crisis Management

Fraud & Private Crime
LGBT Experts
Employment Law 
Family & Divorce Law

Reputation Protection
Commercial & Corporate Law
Media & Entertainment
Lease Extensions

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

@MeabyandCo MeabyandComeaby-&-co meabyandcoSwitchboard: 01306 884432  www.meaby.co.uk

Drop by our offices at 159 High Street, Dorking RH4 1AD or contact our switchboard on 01306 884432.
Need advice elsewhere? We can assist. We have branch offices in Camberwell, Soho & Chigwell. 

Meaby & Co Solicitors sits proudly in the heart of Dorking High Street providing expert legal advice 
to individuals and businesses throughout the town and its surrounding area. With additional offices 
throughout London, our experienced team, our 5* Google reviews and award winning service 
will ensure that all of your legal needs are supported on your doorstep.

Specialising in:

YES

Need help with your 
accounts? 
Running a business needs time and 
energy – don’t waste your time working 
on your accounts when you can work on 
your business instead!  
At a4c we provide fixed fee accountancy 
solut ions with fr iendly  support 
throughout the year.  Services include 
accounts, tax returns, VAT, payroll, book-
keeping etc.  
Friendly, approachable and local to 
Dorking – we enjoy getting to know our 
clients so call us today for a no obligation 
chat.
We LOVE numbers so YOU don’t have 
to!  
01737 652 852
esther@a4cgroup.co.uk  
www.a4cgroup.co.uk
  



J S WilsonJ S Wilson
MicklehamMickleham

Carpentry & Building Carpentry & Building 
ServicesServices

Extensions ~ Conversions Extensions ~ Conversions 
Refurbishments ~ Property MaintenanceRefurbishments ~ Property Maintenance

Fully guaranteed ~ Fully insuredFully guaranteed ~ Fully insured
                            One call WILL solve it all  One call WILL solve it all  

Contact Jason on: 07761 926684 or Contact Jason on: 07761 926684 or 01372 379359
jswilsonconstruction@gmail.com


