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GARDEN SHED – TUESDAY 28TH APRIL – CONTAINER PLANTING
SPONSORS OF
MICKLEHAM OLD
BOXHILLIANS
FOOTBALL CLUB
JOIN THEM HERE
DURING THE SEASON
– ALWAYS LOOKING
FOR NEW TALENT

Friday 17th April

Back In Business Band
Live music from 8.30 pm

Sunday 19th April

Lambretta Scooter Meet

BBQ from 12 noon – Entertainment
Other April Events
Monday 6th Rolls Royce club
Tuesday 7th Ladies Inner Wheel
Wednesday 8th Norton Group
Monday 9th Velocette club
Monday 27th JAZZ JAM

STEPPING STONES COUNTRY RESTAURANT AND BAR

Food Served All Day – Now open from 9 am Monday – Friday – Free WiFi – Cask Ale
Walkers – Muddy Boots – Cyclists – Families & dogs – All welcome
Lovely function room available for meetings, family and business events. Near Boxhill & Westhumble Station.
01306 889932 www.steppingstonesdorking.co.uk steppingstonespub@gmail.com

Sherlock Funeral Service

Sherlock Funeral Service is an
Independent family owned business,
established over 100 years
l

Private Service Chapel & Rest Rooms

Home visits arranged if required
l Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available
l Free Parking

l

Telephone: 01306 882266
Trellis House, 190 South Street, Dorking RH4 2ES.
Email: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Mickleham
Parish
Magazine
A community magazine for
Mickleham and Westhumble
published under the auspices
of Mickleham PCC with an
independent editorial panel.
The magazine is published at
the beginning of each month
except January and August.

Copy Deadline
for the

May 2020
Magazine
Sunday
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send to:
Sue Tatham
St Anthony Pilgrim’s Way
Westhumble
Dorking RH5 6AW
01306 882547
editor@micklehammag.co.uk
Contributions in any form
are welcome as are good
quality photographs. There
is no charge for advertising
local charity and community
events. However the editors
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depending on space.
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Mickleham Rectory
Dear friends
Easter is the most significant occasion in the Christian calendar, as believers remember
and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ; without this central tenet, the Christian
faith would have no foundation. However, the celebration of Easter is marked in many
varied ways around the world:
Easter is the biggest festival of the Greek Orthodox Church and on the holiday island of
Corfu, the strangest event takes place at noon on Easter Eve Saturday. As soon as the
church bells toll the local people hurl giant water-filled earthenware pots from balconies,
to great cheering from those gathered at a safe distance below.
The Spanish celebrate Semana Santa (Holy Week) with equal passion and gusto, especially
in the southern province of Andalusia. Penance processions featuring floats adorned with
religious statues are carried through the streets for hours on end by privileged bearers.
The penitents follow, many walking barefoot or with feet shackled and faces covered by
hoods so that their identities are known only to God.
In the hamlet of Hungerford in the New Forest National Park of Hampshire, a two-week
Hocktide festival begins with the sounding of a horn from the town hall steps. Commoners
gather to elect two ceremonial tutti-men who, accompanied by an Orangeman and a
group of tutti women, roam the market town giving oranges to local women in return for
a kiss. (In centuries past, many homes were less than hygienic and so began the tradition
of carrying a long pole (the tutti) with a fragrant bouquet of flowers on top.)
Underlying these and other ways of marking Easter lie many significant questions; did
Jesus, this itinerant preacher executed 2000 years ago in the Middle East, actually come
back from death? If so, what if any significance has this for me in the 21st century?
The Age of Enlightenment, an intellectual and philosophical movement that dominated
the world of ideas in Europe throughout the 17th to 19th centuries, has shaped much of
our current world view. In the 1880s Friedrich Nietzsche declared that 'God is dead,' and
for many other intellectual and social commentators there was an expectation that by
the end of the 20th century the world would have come to the end of its 'religious phase.'
Yet, today a church meets in Russia’s Museum of Religion and Atheism, the former centre
of atheism. Nearly half of the United States’ population attend worship on a regular basis
while revival is sweeping through Latin America and Christianity grows behind China’s iron
curtain. Latest statistics show that Christianity is the largest religion in the world today
with an estimated 2.4 billion followers, with massive exponential growth in countries
such as Africa where by 2060, it is estimated that six of the countries with the top ten
largest Christian populations will be found, an increase from three in 2015.
All are welcome to join us in church during Holy Week as we mark the significance of
Easter by a number of services in church, the details of which are on the Calendar of
Event pages in the middle of this magazine. During the week these will be relatively
short in length and of a more reflective nature, before the celebration and joy of sharing
together on Easter Sunday.
Muhammad died, and was buried. His faithful followers take pilgrimages to visit his
remains, the same is true of Buddha and other religious leaders. But it is not true of
Jesus. You cannot visit His remains, you can only visit His empty grave, because He is
not there. He Arose!
And that is why we celebrate Easter!
Every blessing and Happy Easter.
					
The Reverend Canon John Harkin, Mickleham Parish Priest
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Lent Lunches Soup
Cookbook

Bible Study Groups

Thursday mornings: At Abbotts Cottage, London Road, Mickleham
11am till 12.30pm
If you would like to join this friendly group for coffee and chat followed by an
hour studying a Bible passage, please contact Alison Wood on 01372 376443
or email alison.wood29@btinternet.com
Monday evenings: At the Westhumble Chapel 7.45 pm till 9 pm.
If you would like to join this group, please contact Amanda Wadsworth at
aewadsworth@hotmail.com for further information.
The discussions are always lively and you will be made very
welcome. Do not worry if you cannot commit to attending
every week, just come along when you can.

Join us for
Breakfast

Please book by the Tuesday before

Men’s Breakfast
Third Saturdays

18th April
THE RUNNING HORSES
9 –10 am
Book with: Andy Diamond
diamo1@hotmail.co.uk
Fourth Saturdays
25th April
DENBIES
9.30 – 10.30 AM
Book with: Stephanie Randall
0773 6933 482
srandall55@gmail.com

If you would like to make a donation
for an Easter lily in memory of a loved
one, please contact Sarah Blake on
churchwardens@micklehamchurch.org.uk or
07736 235709

Breakfasts open to
all the community

ea

@3

Monday 27 April
th

Host: Jo Brown,
Mickleham Lodge, Old London Road
Mickleham
01372 375015
All welcome
Transport available, if required

I

Alpha Course starting
20th April

t was in the mid-nineties that we
first hosted an Alpha Course here in
Mickleham, and for 2020 we would like
to offer another opportunity for people
to join these meetings, which have
been used greatly by God all over the
world for decades! Literally millions
of people have tried Alpha and it has
been translated into 112 different

Alpha Course Dates and Discussion Themes
Monday 20th April
Is there more to life than this?
Who is Jesus?
Monday 27th April
th
Why die Jesus die?
Monday 4 May		
th
How can I have faith?
Monday 11 May		
How and why should I pray?
Monday 18th May		
rd
Who is the Holy Spirit? What does the
Saturday 23 May
			Holy Spirit do?
			
How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit?
th
How can I make the most of the rest
Tuesday 26 May		
			of my life?
Why and how should I read the Bible?
Monday 1st June		
th
How does God guide us?
Monday 8 June		
Why and how should I tell others?
Monday 15th June		
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Over the past few years a wide variety of delicious homemade soups
have been served at Lent Lunches organised and hosted by members
of St Michael’s Church. The lunches have been opportunities for
people to get together and enjoy good food and company, and the
soup-makers have often been asked for their recipes.
All of the 29 recipes in the book are tried and tested,and made
regularly by the contributors. Some of the soups included here are
definitely at the luxury end of the spectrum, others are for every
day, and there are even a few recipes for ‘emergency’ soups from
store cupboard ingredients, for those occasions when unexpected
guests arrive or you just haven’t had time to go to the shops.
Mickleham Parish Magazine has sponsored this little book by so
all proceeds will go to support the work of All Saints Coffee Shop,
a social enterprise initiative created by the Leatherhead Youth
Project to provide a route to work for youngsters of Mole Valley
and the surrounding area.
We hope that you will buy this book and feel inspired try out
some (or all) of the recipes and share with us in the joy of soup!

Easter Lilies

Women’s Breakfast

T

Now available – £5

languages. Alpha is a series of sessions
exploring the basics of the Christian
faith and provides opportunity for
anyone to have the chance to explore
the Christian faith, ask questions and
share their point of view, whatever
their background or context. The
evening sessions will follow a similar
format starting with a meal at 7 pm,
followed by a short DVD presentation
exploring a different aspect people
may have about the Christian faith
and then a time for discussion, before
finishing at 9 pm. The series includes
interviews with public figures such
as world renowned scientist Francis
Collins of the Human Genome Project
and adventurer and author Bear Grylls.
Thanks to the hospitality of Liz and
John Absalom our meetings will be
held in Chapel Farm in Westhumble as
set out on the left.
All are evening meetings from 7 pm
to 9 pm, with the exception of the
Saturday which will be from 10 am to
4 pm. If you would like to join this Alpha
Course, please contact Canon John and
Sue on harkin12@btinternet.com

Copies are £5, but if you would like to add a donation to this very worthwhile project, it would be most welcome.
Books are available in church or can be ordered from: • Alison Wood 01372 376443 admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk
• Sue Tatham 01036 882547 sue@thetathams.co.uk
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THE CHURCH’S RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS COVID-19

he Parish Church is open during
daylight hours should anyone wish
a quiet and reflective environment
for space and prayer at this time of
global concern. We have a team of
volunteers available to offer telephone

A

support and prayer for any who are
concerned or distressed, in addition
to offering practical support. If you
would like someone from the church
to contact you, or you would like to
offer practical help to support others,

please contact Canon John and Sue
at the Rectory Telephone 01372
378335 or email harkin12@btinternet.
com Updates are available at www.
micklehamchurch.org.uk ‘Latest
News’

We are living in uncertain times

s I write the WHO has declared the
Covid-19 outbreak a pandemic,
and local elections and major sporting
events, including the London Marathon
have been postponed. Panic buying
of hand gels, tinned food, other
staples, and, bizarrely, loo paper (for
a respiratory infection?!) has cleared
supermarket shelves. Vulnerable
people are being advised to selfisolate. Events are moving so quickly
that anything we print here will be old
news by the time the magazine comes
out. (I can now understand that when
we look through parish magazines from
the 1940s there is little mention of
world events.) This crisis on top of the
recent floods where many people have
become homeless, makes one wonder

how best to prepare for what might be
coming round the corner.
Both the Mickleham Parish Council and
the Westhumble Residents Association
are preparing emergency plans to
safeguard our community. On the
Surrey Prepared website there is also
helpful information for individuals,
including the following:
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
KEEP KEY DETAILS HANDY
If you needed to leave your home
in a hurry, would you know your
home insurer and policy number? The
exact details of you and your family’s
medication?
If the worst should happen, then
having key information to hand is

invaluable. To help make this easy,
Surrey Prepared have developed an
In Case of Emergency information
template. We have added lots of useful
information and contact details and
provided spaces for you to add your
own personal details like medication
and agreed meeting places. Store these
details on your mobile device as well
as keeping a paper copy somewhere
accessible. Completing this form for
your household will enable everyone
to access key information quickly and
easily in an emergency.
Copies of leaflet can be downloaded
from the Surrey Prepared website:
www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-andcommunity/emergency-planning-andcommunity-safety
Sue Tatham
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Superb professional
cleaning of carpets
oriental rugs
upholstery curtains
and leather
Guardsman
anti-stain protection

•
•
•
•
•

spot stain and odour removal
leather cleaning specialists
flame retarding
dust mite reduction service
all work fully insured & guaranteed

For a free no obligation quotation call today
Freephone 0808 144 9071
John Joannides 28 Bracken Close Bookham

PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS & DECORATORS

40 Years Experience

All aspects of painting and decorating

01306
640418
www.dorkingdecorators.co.uk
Approved by Trading Standards & Checkatrade

CHRIS HULME
Garden Machinery

Service and repair of all makes and models of:
• Ride-on mowers
• Rotary mowers
• Cylinder mowers
• Chainsaws
• Strimmers • Hedge cutters
• Rotavators
• Blower vacs

Quality secondhand machinery

Collection and delivery service

The Barn Cowslip Lane Mickleham 01372 377757 / 07950 961606

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1 25/05/2017 02:44 Page 1

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •

Pinehurst
RestHome
We aim to provide an excellent service at
competitive rates supporting emotional physical
and social needs of our clients always respecting
and protecting their status as adults.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Residential and 24-hour daycare		
Excellent cuisine
Facilities for disabled: medic bath / lift
Home doctor in attendance
Single & sharing rooms			
Convalescent & short stays
Lounge with TV & piano		
Separate dining room
Physiotherapist chiropodist & hairdresser
Entertainment: theatre visits / parties
& cabarets held on premises

National Trust Road Box Hill
Mickleham Dorking Surrey RH5 6BY
Telephone: 01306 889942 / 888253
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• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •
• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •
66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511 • E: fbe@btconnect.com
www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

SIMON HOOPER

For all your decorating needs...
Professional friendly and speedy service at all times
Fully insured
Exterior painting
Free quotes & advice
Commercial/Domestic work

Insurance work
Interior decorating
Oil & Water-based products
Wallpaper hanging & removal

07947 135 376 0208 3978 962
www.slhdecoratingservices.com
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here’s been a bit of trouble in the
organ chamber of late. The f2
pipe on the swell horn stop has been
sounding a quarter of a tone flat.
Persistently. As the tuners are not due
back till the summer, your intrepid
organist decided to get up there and
sort it out.
Unfortunately, although the organist is
slim – svelte even! – with an enviable
40-40-40 figure, the instrument contains
no spaces larger than 30-30-30. In the
old days, that would not have been a
problem: you would simply have sent
up the smallest choirboy, after they
had finished doing the chimneys. But
parents are a bit iffy about that sort of
thing nowadays, and anyway we haven’t
got a smallest choirboy – or any other
size for that matter. So it was all down
to yours truly, and in I went.
To get into the organ, you have to
navigate a passage between two
rows of pedal pipes: one so narrow
it would give an experienced caver
pause for thought. It takes a hernia
and several torn ligaments just to
get inside this passage. But I did and,
bravely, I decided to go on. At the
end you come to an abyss, leaping
across which, if you are lucky, you
find yourself clinging for dear life to
an even narrower ladder: with room
for one foot at a time, and so boxed-in
there is no way to swing the other foot
onto the step above. Still, I persevered.
Several minutes later I had managed
to negotiate my way to the top, where
a low beam waits to scalp you as you
pass underneath and rows of metal
projections either side carve grooves
in the flesh of unwary intruders as they
try to go up, and then suspend them by
any loose clothing as they try to come
back down. I still have the scars, and
my pullover is like it was before they
knitted it.
Eventually I made it onto the wooden
landing that runs between the Great
and Swell organs. Beneath it are the
bellows, on top of which lie massive
ingots that must be uranium alloyed
with heavier metals. I have to say that
the whole instrument is absolutely
beautiful inside. Polished wooden
walkways between immaculately neat
rows of pipes. Brightly lit too – you
don’t get that inside many organs! It is

Trouble Upstairs

all craftsmanship of the highest order.
When this work was carried out, St
Michael’s got a real gem, even if you
look at it as nothing more than a piece
of furniture! But of course it’s far more
than that. It’s full of wonderful pipes
that gladden the senses and the soul –
and go out of tune!
By twisting and turning my body into
contortions any pupating caterpillar
would have been proud of, I managed
to open the door to the swell box and
find the offending pipe. I may tell you
now that I had a helper to press the key.
No one but an idiot (I mean an even
bigger one!) would get up there without
making sure that someone saw him
come down again, or at least knew to
push food through the gaps if he didn’t.
Now a reed pipe has three bits to it:
an inverted conical resonator; a stock
holding the reed against a hollow
tube, with a spring clip to keep it in
place; and a boot into which the reed
assembly fits. You retune it either
by adjusting a flap at the top of the
resonator – that’s the easy way – or
by moving the slide up and down. As
the pipes were lodged well below the
narrow walkway, the slide was nicely
out of reach so I tried the flap. It was as
wide open as it would go, and closing it
merely flattened the note even more.
I lifted out the pipe with a view to
adjusting the slide.
The boot promptly fell off – and came to
rest, even further out of reach, amidst
a forest of pipes.
But your intrepid explorer does not
have two degrees in maths for nothing.
I remembered a nature programme
(Attenborough, probably) in which
there was this chimpanzee (or was it
maybe that chimpanzee, or, even, some
other chimpanzee?) faced with the

problem of retrieving a piece of fruit.
Anyway, whichever chimpanzee it was
picked up a stick and carefully nudged
the prize closer to him. And what one
fool can do. . .
Using the rest of the pipe as a stick
(be they howls of anguish that I hear
from our organ builder?) I too prodded
around until the missing boot had got
to where, with almost infinite difficulty,
I fished it out by hand.
It took about ten minutes of musical
torture and demonic squawks to get the
pipe sounding the right note. That’s if
you blew it hard enough. And by then
the sound came out as a plaintiff whine.
I put it back. But not all the uranium in
the world could exert enough pressure
to make it speak in its proper place.
No so much as a squeak. I took it out
again and somehow got it downstairs,
and out into the body of the church to
examine it in greater comfort.
After several minutes more I gave
it up. So, once more inside, past
the decapitating beam and the
flaying projections, and the enforced
physiotherapy, I put it back in its socket.
At least all this work had shut it up,
which was an improvement on its
previous state.
As I made my way back down, I
resolved to eat more salads. I am
keeping that resolve. I never knew
they could be so nice! Now, to almost
every meal I add a large helping of my
favourite salad – it’s a special sort,
called potato salad. I am sure the
weight will soon be dropping off!
David Fishwick
(Look out for the next issue, when I try
to re-wire the organ! You will
be pleased to know the pipe
is now all right, in spite of
the abuse it suffered.)
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Mickleham and Westhumble Horticultural Society
Spring Show – Plant Sale
with coffee/tea and homemade cakes

at Mickleham Village Hall
25th April 2020 from 10.30 am to 12 noon
AGM 11.15 am
includes members' draw for £50 garden voucher

Show Schedule
D. Cookery
23 A Dundee Cake
E. Flower Arranging
24 ‘Spring Sunshine’- a small jug of
spring flowers
B. Pot plants
25 ‘Winter’s Over’ - not more than
15 Foliage plant in a pot
15” width, accessories may be used
16 Pot or pan of bulbs
F. Photography
17 Flowering plant in a pot (other
26 ‘A Wild Scene’
than bulbs)
27 ‘Wild Spring’
C. Produce
G. Children’s Classes - please state
18 Three seedlings for planting out age (under 16)
vegetables or flowers, in one tray
28 Photography: ‘Wild Spring’
19 Tomato seedling - named variety
29 Flower arranging: ‘Spring
20 Three sticks rhubarb
Sunshine’ - a small jug of spring
21 A spring vegetable - please display
flowers
on a dinner plate or similar
30 Cooking: Three Decorated
22 Three leeks
Cupcakes
All entries to be brought to Mickleham Village Hall between 9am and 9.45am
Entry forms to the Show Secretary, Mrs Angela Gilchrist, Ashleigh Grange, off Chapel Lane, Westhumble by Thursday 23rd
April. Please leave in the mailbox at the end of the lane opposite Chapel Farm
or email ar.gilchrist@btinternet.com by 8pm at the latest.

A. Cut Flowers
1 Narcissus, including daffodils single head, 3 stems
2 Narcissus, including daffodils multi-head, 3 stems
3 Miniature narcissus, 3 stems, same
variety
4 Miniature narcissus, 5 stems, mixed
varieties
5 Tulips - 3 stems, same variety
6 Tulips - 5 stems, mixed varieties
7 Any other bulb - 3 stems, same
variety
8 Small vase of primulas
9 Wallflowers - 3 stems
10 Pansies - 5 blooms floating on water
11 1 camellia bloom shown in a glass

12 Flowering shrub - 3 stems, same
variety
13 Vase of decorative foliage
14 Vase of mixed garden flowers

ENTRY FORM
Contact details			
Name .....................................
Address ...................................
Phone .....................................

Section
Class Nos
A			
B			
C		
D		

D
E
L
L
E
C
N
D
A
E
C
N
O
W
P
O
T
S
SH
O
P
M
G
A
Section
E
F
G + age

T

Advance Warning: Drone Post

he PC has been given notice that the
Post Office intends to trial Drone
Delivery within the RH5 postcode area,
over a two-week period starting 1st June.
The properties affected will be notified
shortly. This is clearly the way of things
to come.
For this period, all letter post, ie not
parcels, will be delivered by drones.
We are told that the way it works is that
‘Mother Drones’ will be positioned at
central locations, yet to be determined,
but perhaps the church, Fredley or
specific road junctions. These will be
served by 6-8 ‘Delivery Drones’ which
will pick up post for specific addresses
via robotic arms, and deliver to your
front door. The Post Office has access to
your location by virtue of tracing mobile
phone locations. We have queried the
proposals for anyone without such a
device, but it seems that for extended
absence, a freephone line with your
password (to be allocated) will link to
the remote control centre (at Stockley
Park, where the football VAR people
reside) on which you can register your

absence and due-back date, at which
time all your outstanding post will be
delivered.
You will know your exact time of
delivery each day, within 15 minutes,
and deliveries will be in waterproofed
bags, to your doorstep. Each drone is
fitted with cameras, in order to avoid
obstacles.
If you need to report a loss of post or
any complaint, you can contact Stockley
Park with your password, and the next
day you can record your message to the
drone camera, which will transmit it live
to the Control Centre.
The Post Office sees this as a big step
in terms of its carbon footprint and
reducing congestion. It will also mean
a return to the morning deliveries of
the past. It is hoped that simultaneous
post pick-up may be possible in the
future.
It is emphasized that this is a trial,
and that errors are inevitable. There
will be a dedicated telephone line to
report any such issues. Any accident to

property or people should be reported:
the drones are fitted with alarms and
sensors, but please be aware of low
flying drones in the immediate vicinity
of your house within the relevant
15-minute period.
Anyone interfering with the drones is
warned that this is classed as interfering
with the Queen's Post, under the Postal
Services Act 2000, and an immediate
notice of a fine of up to £10,000 or a
court date will be delivered, by drone,
immediately.
Some may argue we have enough
drones in the village already (!), but
we hope you will give this trial the
time and patience it deserves for the
long-term benefit of all. Drones will be
demonstrated in flight over the church
and immediate surroundings, in order
to show their modest size and noise
level, on Wednesday 1st April, for those
interested. I shall be in the churchyard
at 10.30 am and look forward to seeing
you there. Otherwise please contact
me or telephone 01042 02020.
David Ireland

Class Nos

Top Tips from Rosa Perpetua
1. Do read the schedule carefully so
you fulfil the requirements, eg. 3 stems,
same variety daffs, mixed tulips.
2. Check flowers and leaves for any
insect damage. If you can remove them
unobtrusively, do so.
3. Look at the dimensions where given,
eg 15” for E 25.
6

4. Choose suitable vases to display your
flowering exhibits.

The aim should be to
ENJOY the occasion,
meet friends, buy plants and
WIN the draw (£50 voucher).

7
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Charity Pub Quiz

Bespoke dress making
Soft furnishings
Clothing alterations
Curtains
Sewing lessons
Roman Blinds

Tuesday 19th May
The King William IV
7.30 – 9.30 pm

T

his year's Charity Pub Quiz aims
to raise funds to be split equally
between St Michael’s School and the
Mickleham Children’s Playground
Association. It will be the first fundraising
event for the playground since 2017 and
will hopefully provide funds for ongoing
and future maintenance needs.

Contact Tracey: 07511 079441
traceyssewingroom@gmail.com

SUE JUDD

MCSP HCPC

40 years of experience.
All your requirements for elderly
mobilisation & post-operative
rehabilitation.
07834 227 999 sue-judd@sky.com

Gill and Paula would like to warmly welcome you to Aspen Care offering
assistance to enable you to live in the comfort of your own home with care
and companionship.
• A happy alternative to a care home
• Cover while your family or carer takes a holiday
• Recuperation and rehabilitation following a hospital stay
• All aspects of personal care medication and meal prep
• Dementia care disability chronic &critical conditions end of life care
• Accompaniment to appointments
Call for a chat to discuss your requirements.
We look forward to hearing from you.
01737 354821 info@aspenliveincare.co.uk www.aspenliveincare.co.uk

from the pub or by calling Heather
Bourne on 07967 812 103 or emailing
bourneheather@hotmail.com
We hope to see as many of you as
possible! This promises to be a great
fun evening, in aid of two very worthy
children’s causes and a chance to pit
your wits against Mickleham’s finest!

Mole Valley Ramblers Spring Walks Festival 2020

Your visiting

P H Y S I O T H E R A P I S T

So, it’s time to plan your team (max
of 4 per team), get the date in the
diary and buy your tickets. Tickets
cost £10 per person with every penny
raised being split between the two
charities. There will be prizes for the
winning team.
Tickets are available in advance

• Since 1926, Capel-based and family owned
• STRESS-FREE, local, national & worldwide
• Contact us for your FREE estimate...

01306 711293

edebros.co.uk

ALFA
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
• Clean prompt work
• 30 years’ experience
• Specialist advice for old/problem chimneys

H

Friday 24th April – Sunday 3rd May

elp us to mark the 40th anniversary
of our walking group by joining us
to witness first-hand the spectacular
arrival of spring in our sublime local
countryside. Surrey is blessed with miles
of footpaths, bewitching woodland and
divine scenery. The Mole Valley Area is
particularly fortunate to be located in
the heart of this glorious countryside.
Recapture your passion for adventure
a n d f u n by a c co m p a ny i n g t h i s
welcoming and sociable group on one
of their free guided walks.
This agreeable, friendly and healthy
leisure pursuit is open to anyone and
with just a few basic items like sensible
clothing, footwear plus a snack and

some water you can get started. The
walks are graded as leisurely, moderate
or strenuous so you are guaranteed to
find a walk to suit you.
We have created an exciting 10-day
programme of 35 walks. On each day
there is to be a selection of three or
four different routes differing in length
between 3 and 15 miles. The walks
also vary in difficultly so there should
be something to satisfy everyone from
the most experienced walker to the
complete novice. There is no need to
pre-book just check the website to
establish the starting time and location
and turn up. On arrival, one of our team
of experienced and knowledgeable

volunteer walk leaders will greet you
and take your details before introducing
you to the rest of the walkers.
A few of the walks will include a stop
at a pub, café or even a music venue;
others will simply have a drink and or a
picnic break. We are planning a walk/
rail combination, a night-time hike, a
nature trail, a ‘follow the mole’ trail, a
riverside walk and much more. There is
even a 100-mile challenge for the more
energetic amongst us.
Please visit the Mole Valley Ramblers
Association website for details.
http://www.molevalleyramblers.org.
uk/festival

01306 883455

YOUR LOCAL FARM SHOP ON DENBIES WINE ESTATE

farm shop

deli

plant centre

local
natural
ethical
FREE PARKING www.vgfarmshop.com 01306 880720
Open 7 days 9.30 am to 5 pm

•
•
•
•
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Fresh fruit & veg; Fresh bread and cakes
Cook & Mandira’s Kitchen ready meals
Bangers Galore sausages
LOCAL
* local
NATURAL
* ETHICAL
Great
range of
cheese; local gins

FOOD FAIR

Sunday 26th April

12noon - 4pm Free entry
Local producers – lots of tasters!

____________________
The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at the right time, but also to leave unsaid
the wrong thing at the tempting moment.
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Mickleham & Westhumble Local History Group

Leith Hill Musical Festival

A Way Forward

T

he annual Leith Hill Musical Festival
will take place on 16th, 17th and 18th
April in Dorking Halls. It was founded
in 1905 with composer Ralph Vaughan
Williams as its conductor for nearly 50
years. It has been following more or
less the same traditional pattern to this
day. With the arrival three years ago of
our new Festival Conductor, Jonathan
Willcocks (son of famous composer,
David), it was time to re-consider the
format. Several areas prompted the
need for change, a major one being
to make the Festival more appealing
to the conductors and members of
the 12 choirs taking part (one being
Mickleham). The 12 choirs are divided
into three Divisions, each made up of
four choirs, which meet to compete
in the mornings of their appointed
Festival day, and then to amalgamate in
the afternoons to rehearse and finally
perform in the evening concerts.

Until this year, all the music was chosen
by the Festival’s Music Committee,
except for one short piece chosen
by the individual conductors which
was only performed in competition
during the morning. This meant that
the conductors had to teach all the
music in preparation for the morning

competitions, but they then had to
hand over to the Festival Conductor
to conduct the three combined choirs
performing the main works at the
actual evening concerts. Jonathan
came up with a proposal to give more
involvement and fulfilment to the
12 conductors by giving them the
opportunity to choose three short
pieces which will form a 20-minute
recital by each choir in the morning
competitions. At the evening concerts,
as before the choirs will combine to
perform the main works selected by
the Music Committee, accompanied by
professional soloists and orchestra with
Jonathan conducting. Under the new
format, each choir will also perform
one of their ‘own-choice’ pieces,
conducted by their own conductor
and accompanied by their own pianist.
Jonathan has put a lot of time, thought
and energy into coming up with this
and various other plans to forge a
way forward to achieve our Festival’s
continued development and success. As
a long-standing member of Mickleham
Choral Society and participant of
the Leith Hill Musical Festival, I am
delighted that Jonathan has taken up
the gauntlet to create a new format of

Our current Spring exhibition:
How do we look at Dorking?
The Town and its Landscapes
over 150 years.

T

he Museum will be holding the
latest of its popular family activities
from 9th-11th and 16th-18th April. The
Dorking Cockerel is a very special bird!
Join us at the Museum for an Easter
hunt that reveals the name of a famous
person who was very fond of Dorking
Cockerels. Looking high and looking
low, finding chicks and unscrambling
letters – it is all part of the fun! When
you have discovered the famous name
there will be a special Easter treat for
you. Families are invited to drop in on
those dates any time.

D
E
L
L
CE

CAN
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Outside the Museum, one of the
exhibition’s special images is displayed
in the external bay window. Leith
Hill by Heather Ackroyd and Dan
Harvey captures the subtle tones and
hues of a temporary living artwork
created by the artists for the 2018
Surrey Hills Arts programme. An aerial
image of Leith Hill was imprinted into
seedling grass through photographic
photosynthesis pioneered by British
visual artists Ackroyd & Harvey. With
their studio base in Dorking, they
have won numerous awards and are
internationally acclaimed for creating
multi-disciplinary works that intersect
art, activism, architecture, biology,
ecology and history.

Leith Hill Musical Festival
Thursday 16th April

Buckland & Betchworth, Beare Green & Newdigate,
Horsley, Leatherhead choirs

A Sea Symphony

Vaughan Williams

Friday April 17th

Capel, Epsom, Oxshott, Shalford choirs

Mass in C Minor Mozart
Saturday 18th April

Bookham, Dorking, Holmbury St. Mary, Mickleham choirs

Mirror of Perfection Richard Blackford
Hear my prayer Mendelssohn
All concerts at Dorking Halls – 7.30 pm
Tickets: Dorking Halls Box Office
01306 881717
or www.dorkinghalls.co.uk

radical change to cement the future
success and prosperity of LHMF.
We in Mickleham Choral would be
delighted to have your support at our
Festival Day on Saturday, 18th April in
Dorking Halls, either to cheer us on in
the competitions during the morning
(drop in at any time between 9.15am
and 1pm) or at the evening concert.
Full details of timings, repertoires
and how to buy concert tickets can be
found on Leith Hill Musical Festival’s
website, www.lhmf.org.uk.
See you there!
Liz Weller

Meanwhile, all over Dorking, needles
and chisels are already hard at work
preparing the Museum’s Autumn
exhibition celebrating the 400 th
anniversary of the sailing of the
Mayflower. There will be displays
of locally found 17 th century shoes
and replicas made by a local saddler
and the kinds of tools that Dorking
shoemaker William Mullins would have
used in his trade. Museum volunteers
are recreating 17th century costumes,
including adult garments and dressing
up clothes for children. The great team
from the Dorking Men's Shed are also
working with the exhibition team to
make a cross section model of the
Mayflower and its contents. They have
done a huge amount of research into
the speculative dimensions of the ship
and mocked up a model. It is fantastic
working with them! David Burton

F

Worms, ashes and bones: excavations at
Cocks Farm Abinger 1877-2019

ollowing the AGM of the M&WLHG
on 21 st February, members were
treated to a fascinating talk by Emma
Corke about the archaeological
excavations at Cocks Farm in Abinger.
The site lies hidden from view just
north of the A25 Guildford Road. In
1875 Emma’s great-great-grandfather,
Thomas Henry Farrer, bought Cocks
Farm where he planned to have a large
kitchen garden made for his new house
Abinger Hall. While the gardeners were
digging up the ground for the garden,
they unearthed part of a Roman villa.
Unfortunately, the Farrers were away
and by the time they returned most
of the remains had been broken up.
In 1877 Thomas Farrer continued the
excavations and some of the walls
in the villa were found. The Builder
magazine published a plan of these
findings in 1878. Farrer also invited
Charles Darwin to the site because he
knew of Darwin’s interest in the effect
of earthworms on ancient buildings.
The Farrer and Darwin families were
closely connected as Thomas Farrer had
recently married Charles Darwin’s niece.
A few years later Farrer’s daughter Ida
married Darwin’s son Horace. Darwin
asked for two trenches to be dug on
the site and conducted a number of
experiments on worm casts. He also
drew a section through the site which
caused confusion during more recent
excavations because it did not conform
to modern archaeological practices.
The next significant event at the site
occurred more than a century later
when a tree blew over in 1990 and
revealed a tessellated floor beneath
the roots. After some of the tree was
removed the stump and roots fell
back into place and covered up the
floor! Later in the 1990s the Surrey
Archaeological Society began further
excavations, hoping to learn more about
the extent of the villa and to assist
English Heritage in designating the site
as a Scheduled Ancient Monument.
The team was also hoping to pinpoint
the location of Darwin’s original section
but this was found by Emma more
than a decade later. A hypocaust

system was discovered, thought to have
heated rooms used as a bathhouse.
As excavations continued a variety of
Roman artefacts and building materials
were found, including pieces of tile,
tesserae and pottery.
During the last decade investigations
have extended to the area surrounding
the villa, aided by modern scientific
techniques. A rare Roman lime kiln for
burning chalk was found to the east of
the villa. Radiocarbon dating of charcoal
at the bottom of the pit confirmed
it dates from the Roman period.
Magnetometry, which is particularly
useful for identifying buried features
containing burnt material, has located
numerous ditches (most likely built as
a defence against animals) and pits.
These have provided evidence that the
land was occupied centuries before the
Roman era. Many of the pits date back
to the Iron Age and the larger ones are
thought to have been used for grain
storage. Some contained ritual offerings
or were cremation pits. Quern stones,
used for grinding grain, potin (metal
alloy) coins and pottery were found in
several of them. One unusual pit was
closed with a slab of Horsham stone
and contained pig and cattle jawbones.
Photographs: Emma Corke

Pieces of Bronze Age and Neolithic
pottery were also found.
There are a large number of postholes
on the site and we learned how
information can be obtained from
their size and spacing. Several sets of
postholes about 2m apart show the
position of fencelines whereas closely
spaced holes in rectangular patterns
indicate where buildings once stood,
in this case probably for agricultural
use. Emma also believes there was a
Roman vineyard. There are a series of
shallow trenches with postholes where
the soil is of better quality than in the
surrounding area. The dimensions
match those in descriptions of Roman
vineyards.
One final curious discovery caught our
attention. Several bovid skeletons were
found buried in individual graves, each
with its head bent backwards and legs
crossed. They were all aged between
three and nine months. This was not
part of some strange Iron Age ritual
as radiocarbon dating of the bones
indicated they could not be more than
about 350 years old. It is now thought
they died from rinderpest (cattle
plague), a viral disease which has only
recently been eradicated.
Judith Long
			

Above left: Work in progress on site. Right top: Pig and cattle jaw bones deposited in an Iron
Age grain storage pit. Right bottom: Quern deposited in an Iron Age pit.
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Try new ways to feel better…
Counselling • Mind & Body Healing
Reiki Treatments • Shamanic Healing
Meditation • Courses & Workshops

'I have been on a life-changing journey the benefits
of which will be with me forever.' ARJ Surrey
Call Judith Cobby
on 01306 882229
or 07790 614448
www.healing-inspiration.co.uk

01372 741544 paul.tame@homeinstead.co.uk
www.homeinstead.co.uk/epsom

Ballroom Dancing
Latin American Dancing
Professional Training [IDTA]
Private lessons only
Sunday & Monday evenings
6 – 10 p.m.
At Mickleham Village Hall
Dell Close Mickleham Surrey RH5 6EE
07748 867 732
vmvdancing@gmail.com

RGS
EST.1985

Gardens large and small
we maintain them all
All aspects of private and commercial garden
and estate maintenance landscaping undertaken
Fencing grass & hedge cutting

Telephone: 01737 841524 Mobile: 07887 838666
References available upon request

bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk

STEVE & TIM LANGLEY

www.micklehamvillagehall.org.uk

Experienced craftsmen

ANTIQUE RESTORATION
CABINET MAKING
FRENCH POLISHING
Free estimates collection & delivery

01372 457700
07960 486455 07847 769517

A25 ELECTRICALS

Planning
a party?

Equipment
available for hire

Domestic & Commercial

China ~ Cutlery
Electric urn

• Electrical Installations
• Alterations
• Expertise in Fault Finding
• Condition Reports

Equipment hire
Mary Banfield
01372 373912

0779 945 2041
Part P Approved
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Mickleham
Village Hall
available
for hire

Hall bookings
Table & chair hire
Deanna Darnell
07790 941 601

IDTA Qualified Teacher

Rowlatt Garden Services

Community Directory

A local, award-winning business
supporting people living in Epsom
& Mole Valley, enabling them to
remain living independently AT
HOME as well as providing
companionship and colour to peoples lives.
RATED AS OUTSTANDING BY CARE QUALITY COMMISSION
Committed to providing a quality, trusted and consistent
home care service, we only recruit local CareGivers
and match every CareGiver to every client so
the same person will call each time.

admin@micklehamvh.co.uk

Box Hill (National Trust)
Head Ranger – Mark Dawson
01306 885502
		
mark.dawson@nationaltrust.org.uk
Friends of Box Hill – Chair Lyn Richards
01737 842889
		
lyn@mra.uk.net
Box Hill School
Headmaster – Cory Lowde
01372 374814
		
HMPA@boxhillschool.com
Dorking Cricket Club
Chairman – David Spackman
07831 859232
david@theimagecompany.co.uk
Dorking Group of Artists
Exhibition Secretary – Patricia Booth 			
01737 24491
					
patriciabooth100@gmail.com
Dorking Lawn Tennis & Squash Club
Jim Cattermole
01306 883629
		
jim.cattermole@uwclub.net
Dorking Rugby Club
Jim Evans
				
07789 176417
						 jim@flintcottage.net
The Garden Shed
Pauline Davis 						
07759 646 353
					
paulinemdavis@gmail.com
Susie Gowenlock 					
07768 923 088
					
susiegowenlock@gmail.com
Juniper Hall Field Centre

01306 734501
enquiries.jh@field-studies-council.org
Head of Centre – Simon Ward
Simon.lr@field-studies-council.org
Friends of Juniper Hall – Suzy Hughes
01483 281935
		
suzy@suzyhughes.co.uk
Mickleham Children’s Playground Association
Secretary – Sarah Parfitt
07767 891772
		
sarah@sarahparfitt.com
Mickleham Choral Society
Thursdays 8 - 10 pm – Mickleham Village Hall
Conductor – Juliet Hornby
01372 373106
Secretary – Anne Weaver
01306 883932
www.micklehamchoral.org.uk
secretary@micklehamchoral.org.uk
Mickleham Old Box Hillians Football Club
Secretary – John Atewell
01372 374745
Mickleham Parish Council
See website for meeting dates www.micklehampc.org.uk
Chairman – Rev’d David Ireland
01372 379381
rev.ireland43@btinternet.com
Parish Clerk – Trevor Haylett
trevor.haylett9@gmail.com
Mickleham Parish Magazine
Editor – Sue Tatham
01306 882547
		
editor@micklehammag.co.uk
Co-Editor – Charlotte Daruwalla
01306 884025
		
editor@micklehammag.co.uk
Administrator – Fiona Roberts-Miller
01306 740851
		
admin@micklehammag.co.uk
Mickleham Village Hall
Chairman – Ben Tatham
01306 882547
		
chairman@micklehamvh.co.uk
Bookings Manager – Deanna Darnell
07790 941601
		
bookings@micklehamvh.co.uk
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St Michael’s Church
within the United Benefice
of Leatherhead and Mickleham

Incumbent
The Reverend Graham Osborne
Parish Priest
The Reverend Canon John Harkin

01372 372313
01372 378335

parishpriest@micklehamchurch.org.uk
Duty days primarily Sunday, Monday and Tuesday

		

Churchwardens
John Banfield

01372 373912

		

churchwardens@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Sarah Blake

07736 235709

churchwardens@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Parish Administrator
Alison Wood

01372 376443

		

PCC Secretary
Elizabeth Moughton
Treasurer
Richard Siberry
		

admin@micklehamchurch.org.uk

01306 883040

pccsecretary@micklehamchurch.org.uk

01372 375303

pcctreasurer@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Organist
David Fishwick 			
0208 773 2420
		
organist@micklehamchurch.org.uk
Weddings Co-ordinator
Elaine Machin			
01372 724972
Baptisms Co-ordinator
Vickie Leney
		

weddings@micklehamchurch.org.uk

01306 884054

baptisms@micklehamchurch.org.uk

Funerals Organiser
Brian Wilcox			

01372 374730

Website Manager
Sarah Ward

01372 383350

funerals@micklehamchurch.org.uk

website@micklehamchurch.org.uk

www.micklehamchurch.org.uk
For information about services for other
denominations see website pages.
Search on ‘Churches Together Mole Valley’

Registers
Service of Remembrance
21st February
Michael Hawkes.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
(APCM)

Sunday 26th April
11.30 am in church
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Calendar of Events
April

2 Thursday
10 and 11.15 am		
Box Hill School End of Term Services in
			
church
3 Friday
1.30 pm		
St Michael’s Infant School End of Term
			
Service in church
5 PALM SUNDAY
8 am 		
Holy Communion
10 am		
Family Service
Deadline for copy for the May parish magazine
6 MONDAY – 9 THURSDAY HOLY WEEK
7 pm		
30-minute Reflective Service in 		
church
10 GOOD FRIDAY
2 pm		
Good Friday Service in church
11 Saturday
7 pm		
30-minute Reflective Service in 		
			
church
12 EASTER DAY
8 am 		
Holy Communion
			
10 am 		
Easter Family Communion Service
11.30 am 		
No Service in Westhumble Chapel
13 Monday 			
Easter Bank Holiday
15 Wednesday
10.30 am		
LHG’s visit to Holloway Sanatorium
18 Saturday
9 am		
Men’s breakfast at the Running Horses
		
Mickleham Choral’s day at the LHMF
7.30 pm		
LHMF Concert at Dorking Halls
19 2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER

8 am 		
10am 		
20 Monday
7 pm		
25 Saturday
9.30 am		
10.30 am		
			
			

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Alpha Course starts at Chapel Farm
Woman’s Breakfast at Denbies
Horticultural Society’s Spring Show
and AGM in the village hall

26 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER

Holy Communion at the Chapel
Holy Communion
Annual Parochial Church Meeting
(APCM) in church
Tea @3 at Mickleham Lodge
Garden Shed talk on Container
Planting. Stepping Stones PH

8 am		
10 am		
11.15 am		
			
27 Monday
3 pm		
28 Tuesday
7.30 pm 		
			

Because of the ongoing precautions associated with the
Covid-19 outbreak,please check relevant websites
for updates on these events
Dates for your diary
Tuesday 19th May Charity Pub Quiz
Saturday 27th June Festhumble
Saturday 18th July
Village Party

Members of the
Parochial Church Council
James Aarvold John Banfield Sarah Blake
Mark Day Andrew Diamond Jenny Hudlass
Elizabeth Moughton Frances Presley
James Riches Richard Siberry Amanda Wadsworth
Simon Ward Amy Ward Paul Wates

Tools with a Mission (TWAM)
www.twam.co.uk

TWAM is a Christian charity committed to the recycling
and refurbishment of tools which then can provide a
means for poorer people in developing countries to learn
a trade and be able to support themselves and their
families. With this practical help thousands of young
men and women have benefited from the skills they have
learned. They need:
• garden forks & spades saws hammers drills
pickaxes etc
• sewing or knitting related tools thread zips scissors
• fabric and sewing machines
• wool and knitting needles patterns , knitting machines
• machine and electrical tools
If you have any of the above which could be used to help
someone to have a better quality of life and hope for the
future please contact Hilda Burden on 01737 842516.

Leatherhead and District
Voluntary Car Service
Transport to local surgeries and hospitals for those
without access to other means of transport.
Please telephone

07767 831390

9 am – 5 pm
If no reply leave your name and number – at least 48
hours in advance.
Passengers make a modest donation the cover
driver's expenses and administration
Any interested volunteer drivers please contact
01372 374653
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Community Directory
Continued from page 13

Mickleham & Westhumble Book Club
Bernice Bailey
01306 741310
		
bpbailey_uk@yahoo.co.uk
Mickleham & Westhumble Badminton Club
Membership Secretary Sarah Blake
tinkerbell0044@hotmail.com
Mickleham & Westhumble Cricket Club
Membership contact
Will Dennis 07903 842674
will@micklehamhallfarm.co.uk
Mickleham & Westhumble Horticultural Society
Chairman – David Kennington
01372 362309
www.surreycommunity.info/mwhs
davidkennington144@gmail.com
Mickleham and Westhumble Local History Group
Chairman – Ben Tatham
01306 882547
ben@thetathams.co.uk
www.hugofox.com/community/mickleham-westhumble-local		
history-group-13483/
Mole Valley District Council
01306 885001
Councillor Elsie Rosam
01306 885695
		
elsierosam29@gmail.com
The Arts Societies (formerly NADFAS)
Betchworth – Mary Venning
01306 883301
Dorking – Sue Tatham
01306 882547
Leatherhead – Sarah Sheridan			
01306 883699
St Michael’s Church of England (A) Infant School
01372 373717
		
info@stmichaels-dorking.surrey.sch.uk
Friends of St Michael’s School friendsofstmichaels2017@gmail.com
Co-chairs Nicole Harcombe, Tracey Harwood, Amy Rieley
St Michael’s Community Nursery
Weekday mornings – Mickleham Village Hall
Supervisor – Hilary Budd
01372 361021
				stmichaelsnursery@btinternet.com
Surrey County Council
03456 009 009
Councillor – Hazel Watson
01306 880120
		
hva.watson@btinternet.com
Surrey Wildlife Trust
01483 795440
		
info@surreywt.org.uk
Westhumble Residents Association
David Allbeury
07860 227451
westhumble.neighbourhood.watch@gmail.com
Westhumble Neighbourhood Watch
Lead Co-ordinator – David Allbeury
07860 227451
		
westhumble.neighbourhood.watch@gmail.com
ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION
Citizens Advice
Dorking – Lyons Court
Leatherhead – Swan Mews High Street
Crimestoppers
Police Non-emergencies

0844 4111 444
0844 4111 444
0800 555 111
101

(often quicker to make online report) https://report.police.uk/

Neighbourhood Specialist Team – Dorking Rural East
PCSO 8761 Dave Sadler
To contact a member of the
PCSO 15904 Sophia Manelfi team call 101 and your call
will be put through.
PC 2799 Sue Gargini
General enquiries molevalley@surrey.pnn.police.uk
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Sir Hugh Guy Cubitt, CBE, JP, DL

Babysitting
by local
teenagers

1928 – 2020

Those listed below are at least
14 years old.

Finlay Wise
01306 884694
Alasdair Wise 01306 884694
Annabelle Prosser
07443 634179
Maisy Presley
07720 657327
Freya Pearce
01306 884724
Issy Nash*
01306 742762
Skye Moran
01306 640043
Patrick Moran 01306 640043
Amber Miller
01306 883659
Katie Light
01306 881953
Rory Lee
**07973 360 950
Ellie Kim
07773 395 575
Tatiana Fleming-Smith
**07799 061 288
Chelsea Edwards 01306 884133
Philomena Ala 07789 727682
Delphine Ala
01306 885767
* Holidays only
** Parent's mobile number
If you would like to add your
name to this list please get in
touch with
Fiona Roberts-Miller
admin@micklehammag.co.uk
No Charge

Advertising in the
Parish Magazine
Please contact
Fiona Roberts-Miller
admin@micklehammag.co.uk
Small ads: a nominal fee is
charged for ads where items or
services are bought or sold.
We have been advised to print
the following reminder:
We cannot guarantee the
quality of the goods and
services offered by our
advertisers.

W

ith great sadness, we have
to record the passing of Hugh
Cubitt, a man whom so many of us were
proud to value as a good friend.
Sir Hugh Guy Cubitt, CBE, JP, DL, was
born on the 2nd July 1928, the son of
Lt-Col Hon Charles Guy Cubitt, who was
the youngest of the six sons of the 2nd
Baron Ashcombe.
One of Hugh’s early recollections was
when on a family visit to Denbies to
see his grandparents 'Mr Dobinson the
Estate Carpenter whose workshop was
off the stable yard made us boys superb
wooden rifles'. Hugh made a decision
early in life to pursue a career in the
Royal Navy rather than the Army as his
father and uncles had done or the RAF
where his cousin Harry was serving.
He used to say that the reason for his
decision was because 'you don’t need
Latin for Dartmouth' but there was
probably more to it. After Dartmouth
he completed his training at the Royal
Naval College, Greenwich and then he
was commissioned Midshipman in the
last few months of the Second World
War and posted to the Far East where
he 'dashed about in destroyers' and saw
action as a Lieutenant in the Korean
War 1949-51.
Hugh was appointed Flag Lieutenant
to Admiral Sir Cyril Douglas-Pennant,
Head of the Naval Element, British
Joint Services Mission at the Pentagon
Washington in 1952 and then to the
Commander-In-Chief Nore (Thames
Estuary) in 1953 before he retired from

the Navy in 1954. He qualified first as a
Chartered Auctioneer and Estate Agent
and then as a Chartered Surveyor (FRICS)
working with Rogers Chapman and
Thomas in London before he joined his
father’s firm Cubitt and West as a partner.
In 1958 Hugh married Linda Ishbel
Campbell, daughter of the Hon
Angus Campbell, and they settled in
Westhumble in 1960. They have a son
Jonathan and two daughters Joanna
and Victoria.
Hugh served on many notable boards
and committees, including the National
Westminster Bank, English Heritage,
Anchor Housing and the Peabody
Trust. He was elected to Westminster
City Council in 1963, later becoming
its Leader, and was Lord Mayor of
Westminster from 1977 to '78 , Silver
Jubilee year.
The Deputy High Steward of Westminster
Abbey is an ex officio role of the Lord
Mayor of Westminster and Hugh served
the Abbey for some years becoming
Head of the Honorary Stewards and
prolonged his tenure while a new Dean
settled in. The stewards have a useful
parking space in Central London.
From 1964 he held the office of Justice of
the Peace for Surrey. Fellow Magistrate
Prof Richard Selley recalls 'Hugh ran
the court like one of Nelson’s captains
at Trafalgar. I guess that was his naval
training. Hugh often forgot to consult
the two "wingers" in his rush to justice.
But as he was always right in fact, law
and sentence one could not complain'.
When the Dorking, Reigate and Oxted
benches were amalgamated in 1993
Hugh emerged as the new Bench
Chairman. It was largely due to Hugh’s
personal skills that by the end of the
third year of his tenure the cohesion of
the new bench was established.
In 1977, he was awarded a CBE and in
1978 he was appointed Deputy (Lord)
Lieutenant (DL) for Greater London.
Hugh’s tireless work as Chairman of The
Housing Corporation was recognised
with a knighthood in 1983. The Housing
Corporation was the non-departmental

public body that funded new affordable
housing and regulated housing
associations in England, established by
the Housing Act 1964. Hugh was also
High Sheriff of Surrey in 1983.
Hugh and Linda took a great interest
in St Barnabas Church even though it
should be pointed out that the Cubitt
family had passed the church over
to the Church Commissioners in the
1960s. A copy of the St Martin’s Church
Magazine in 1970 lists ‘Mr H Cubitt’ as
Churchwarden at St Barnabas Ranmore.
Hugh said that he had inherited the post
of PCC Treasurer from his father and
when Miss Fisher, the Schoolmistress,
retired he also took on the duties of the
PCC Secretary. He deftly steered the PCC
and the church through what might be
described as some ‘interesting years’
until he decided to retire from the PCC
in 2012.
At PCC meetings Hugh was often apt
to remark 'I don’t think so ' after
some proposals from members but he
could be persuaded by a well reasoned
argument, eventually.
In 1997 Hugh and Linda visited the
battlefields and cemeteries of the First
World War to find out and understand
more about 'the uncles he never knew '
(Harry, Alick and William Hugh who are
commemorated in the Cubitt Chapel).
Hugh wrote a very moving article for
the St Barnabas newsletter which is
now included in the history leaflets in
the church.
‘Who’s Who’ lists Hugh’s recreations as:
country sports, travel, photography but
he also painted in oils and had a great
interest in and knowledge of music. He
was, for many years, a trustee of the
Royal Academy of Music.
He will be greatly missed by us all. Please
note the Service of Thanksgiving and
Interment of Ashes planned for April 20th
has now been postponed.
Dick Gover, former churchwarden,
with additional research
by Margaret Maynard
Extracts reprinted with permission from
the March St Barnabas Newsletter.

We send our sincere condolences to Linda and all the Cubitt family at this sad time.
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WILL WRITING SERVICE

I

f you are over 50 and live in the Mole
Valley area, you can use Age Concern
Mole Valley’s Will Writing Service.
Once a month local solicitors, Meaby &
Co (formerly Hart Scales & Hodges) are
taking appointments for Will Writing
at the Age Concern Mole Valley offices
in Dorking. A donation of £100 can be
given to Age Concern Mole Valley for
the service. (A solicitor would normally
charge over £250 per Will plus VAT).
To book an appointment for the
Will Writing Clinic, please call 01306
899104/ 07442 017169 or by email:
info@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk

O

n a wet, blustery Sunday morning,
a group of Garden Shed enthusiasts
participated in a rose pruning workshop
in a Westhumble garden. It was led by
Will Burridge, a gardener at Polesden
Lacy. While we sheltered from the rain
under a gazebo, Will provided lots of
practical information including how
to identify the different varieties of
roses and the care of our secateurs
to prevent spreading disease. During
his demonstration of the simple steps

of pruning we were intrigued to hear
that we should just cut straight across,
rather than on a slant as this creates a
greater surface area for water loss.
After a break for a hot drink and cake,
the rain miraculously ceased. We were
then let loose in the garden to practise
our new skills, patiently guided by Will.
The Garden Shed warmly thanks Viv and
David Murch for hosting the workshop
and allowing us to practice on their
prized collection of roses.

O

The Sink Hole at the Village Hall

n 7 th January a nursery-child's
mother, standing on the grass near
the entrance to the nursery at the back
of the village hall sank into the ground.
Fortunately, she was uninjured. The
hole was about 750mm deep. The
village hall maintenance team of Tony
Butler, David Kennington and myself did
some exploratory digging and decided
that as there had been a filled-in open
cast flint mine in that area, we needed
to carry out further investigations. It
was known that the pit was used as a
village rubbish dump until 1970 when

the District Council ordered that the
dumping should cease and that the pit
be filled in. In 2010 the car park was
extended, and the nursery playground
was constructed. Since that time there
had been no problems until this recent
incident.
On 17 th February during half term,
a Ground Penetrating Radar survey
was carried out of the site including
the playground. Various areas were
investigated as the result of that survey
but no other voids were found. On 19th
February we employed a contractor

to excavate the hole – some rotten
timber, an old tyre and other rubbish
was found. The hole was then back filled
with rubble and soil. We took advantage
of the presence of the contractor and
his equipment to place and compact
road planings into parts of the car park
where it had sunk or been eroded.
Finally, on 29th February we levelled
the back filled hole with some topsoil,
replaced the turf and levelled the area
with some more topsoil.
Ben Tatham
Chairman MVH

DELL CLOSE

VILLAGE HALL

Rose Pruning Workshop

CONTAINER PLANTING
a talk by Julia Weaver

Looking for part-time
or full-time work?
Box Hill NT is recruiting
café and servery
helpers to replace
those who have gone
off to university.

SE
O
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D

BRAIN
TEASER
Can you translate this
diagram into words?
Say what you see.

IMONSTERI
Answer on page 26
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Tuesday 28th April

7.30 pm at the The Stepping Stones Pub
Tickets £6 on the door – no need to book

D
E
L
L
CE

Guided Tour of Leith Hill Place and Garden

CAN

See the Rhododendron Wood, enjoy a Cream Tea
and hear about the history of the house

Monday 18th May at 2 pm

Cost £9.50 for National Trust members £16 non-members
Cream Tea included – Booking essential
See our website for details www.gardenshed.club
For further information contact
Pauline Davis 07759646353 or paulinemdavis@gmail.com
Susie Gowenlock 07768923088 or susiegowenlock@gmail.com

Clockwise from top left: 1902 plan of the village hall site, showing the extent of the
open cast flint mine; the original sink hole; the Ground Penetrating Radar survey of the
site; the completed work; the sink hole after being excavated.

Mickleham & Westhumble Local History Group

Visit to Holloway Sanatorium,
Virginia Water

D
E
L
L
CE

CAN

10.30 am Wednesday 15th April

Mickleham Village Hall AGM
Saturday 23rd May
10am – In the hall

This former mental asylum for the middle classes was founded by wealthy
Victorian philanthropist Thomas Holloway. Pevsner described the building as
'the summit of High Victorian design'. Now Grade I listed and meticulously
restored in the 1990s, the building is rarely open to the public.
Booking essential.
For further information please contact Judith Long judith.long2@btinternet.com or 07904 160961
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Regular Lawn Mowing
Lawn Care & turfing
Pressure Washing
Hedge Trimming
General Garden Maintenance
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk

07905 160 765

NEED A CARER?
Highly experienced qualified
carer available
Hours to suit your needs

Cheryl 07810 881 267

We provide the best
possible care for your feet
Book your appointment:
01372 454583
Bookham

Chiropody & Podiatry Clinic

Diagnosis, Expert Treatment & Professional Care
for Your Feet

29 High Street, Great Bookham KT23 4AA

Painting
Decorating / tiling
Wallpapering
• Fully insured
• Free estimates
• References available

Tel: Martin 07770 441 201

I

Cryptic Delicacies

realise that most readers of the Parish
Magazine won’t be Trekkies (and
neither am I), but people over a certain
age will have found STAR TREK difficult
to avoid in the era when there were
only three TV channels. Indeed there
is so much of it that has become part
of general culture that I thought I had
a chance of connecting with some of
the detail without completely losing
everyone. Hopefully there were enough
other clues and interlocking pieces to
lead you to the answers even if STAR
TREK knowledge was not at your mental
fingertips. The other clues that referred
to it yielded SCOTTY who used to BEAM
up Captain KIRK. BONES was the doctor
on the ENTERPRISE (who used to say
lines in the vein of ‘I’m a doctor, Jim,
not a …’ but never quite what was in
that clue). The show was the creation
of GENE Rodenberry, and also featured
the people of VULCAN (with their pointy
ears) including the very logical Spock
(though in the puzzle a swapping of
letters led to SPORK, a futuristic piece
of cutlery somehow the original series

failed to predict). The other connected
clue was a bit of an anomaly in that it
did not refer to the original series: DATA
was a character in Star Trek: The Next
Generation. And the keen eyed amongst
you might have noticed that I managed
to boldly go and split an infinitive in clue
6 DOWN.
21 With no trouble, bottom of boat
sounds like work of a prophet? (7)
EZEKIEL
With no trouble = easy, bottom of boat
= keel, said together sounds like EZEKIEL
9 Strangely unusual stuff in former
container of 21 half in California (7)
EXOTICA
Former = EX, 21 (as above) was Ezekiel
which is contained in the Old Testament
(OT – note that New Testament is NT, and
often the word ‘book’ in clues can point
to NT or OT), half ‘In’ = I, California’s post
code abbreviation is CA.
20 An important sequence of blue
material on the radio (4)
GENE
Blue material = jean (i.e. denim), when
said on the radio sounds like GENE

www.bookhamchiropody-podiatry.co.uk

Vivien Cresswell

Made-to-measure Soft Furnishings
Curtains Roman Blinds Cushions

Electrical Services

info@cresswellscurtains.co.uk
www.viviencresswell.co.uk

07866 930483 mike@mikepalmer.biz

Fully insured

Registered with the NICEIC

Boxhill Way, Strood Green, Betchworth RH3 7HY

King William IV
Now should be the start of our busy season. Lots of walkers, people enjoying our
gardens and the best view in Surrey. BBQs, jazz and other events.
We really need a good Summer.
The last year has been the most challenging for the business since I took over. As
the Willy is heavily reliant on the weather the constant storms and rains have had
a negative impact on us. Now, with coronavirus further challenges are expected. We will continue keep calm
and carry on. As an independent freehouse we are, as always, grateful to our locals for their ongoing support.
								
See you soon, Eamonn and Anne
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Festhumble’20

Part P registered electrician

From additional lighting and sockets
to complete rewires

Byttom Hill Mickleham

19 Look over six-foot being around
head of pygmies (7)
INSPECT
Six foot being = INSECT, head of
Pygmies = P
Always good to get ideas of things to
discuss in my article, so any responses
or queries will be happily received at
andrewt@andrewtatham.co.uk
Andrew

Mike Palmer

Extensive range
of fabrics

01737 843858

26 Ran about with thing with teeth (7)
OVERSAW
about = OVER (as in ‘concerning’:
‘I argued with him over/about his
methods’), thing with teeth = SAW, and
‘ran’ is being used as in ‘supervised an
operation’
28 Birds are the thing written about
by half-cut blokes (5)
KITES
The thing = IT, half-cut = half removed,
so bloKES becomes KES and that is
written about IT

01372 372590 www.thekingwilliamiv.com

27th June
At the Stepping Stones pub

T

he Festhumble committee are
delighted to announce that our
local festival of music will go ahead for
its second year.
Our 2019 event was a tremendous
success, raising well over £1,000 for
LeatherHEAD START, who help to

improve the lives of the homeless. It
was a great fun day for the whole family
and we are already working behind the
scenes to ensure that this year’s event
will be just as entertaining and enjoyable
for all, with live music, food and fun
activities.

If anyone would like to volunteer
to help this year, even if it is just
for an hour on the day, please
email festhumble@gmail.com or
message us via Facebook or Twitter
@festhumble.

MEDAU MOVEMENT at Mickleham Village Hall, Thursdays 10am – 11.30am

MOVE – DANCE – KEEP FIT – HAVE FUN

• A great low impact whole body work out suitable for all ages and all levels of fitness.
• Improve and maintain mobility, posture, balance and core strength.
• If your week needs a lift and your posture needs a boost, if you love a variety of music and you want to stretch and
re-energise your body, then why not try a Medau Class.

Contact Jo for more info, term dates and class prices: 07778 010 989		

www.medau.org.uk

NOTE TO THE TEACHER: Please excuse Geoffrey from swimming.
We have been trying to ease him into the water since he was little with no success. Yours sincerely, Mrs Fish
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Do you need a plasterer?
Over 25 years’ experience working on extensions,
renovations, new-build and conversion projects for
builders and domestic customers alike.

Our work is to a high standard and
we are fast. Give Chris a call for a
free, no obligation quotation.

ALL ASPECTS OF INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PLASTERING
07740 860 560 chrisguyplastering@gmail.com

Julie
Watts
Family Law
AN AFFORDABLE AND EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONAL
ALTERNATIVE TO TRADITIONAL SOLICITORS
• Divorce • Arrangements for children • Finances
• Court Proceedings

PROUD TO PROVIDE A DIFFERENT KIND OF SERVICE
• Affordable fees • Straight-talking advice
• Practical real support

Contact me for a consultation

07808 572157 juliewattsfamilylaw.co.uk

M

ole Valley
owers

Open
Monday to Friday
8 a.m. -5 p.m.
& Saturday
8 a.m - 1 p.m.

All leading makes of lawn mowers
& garden tractors catered for
Reasonable rates
Free estimates & friendly service
Paul White Bookham 01372 458008

Domestic Appliance Repairs
30 years’ experience repairing and installing
all gas and electric domestic appliances
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cookers Microwaves
Dishwashers
Washing machines
Fridges / Freezers
Water coolers
Coffee machines
Tumble dryers

Dorking Pest Control Services
Local Authority Approved Contractors

Our Services include: Wasps Bee Swarms Hornets Rats Mice
Squirrels Fleas Flies Ants Cockroaches Bed Bugs
Rabbits Moles Foxes and Deer
• Domestic Commercial and Industrial • Contract Work • Preventative Control Programmes

Experts in pest control throughout Surrey
Ivor: 07710 117491

Chris: 07971 519415

www. dorkingpestcontrol.com
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uring February half term break, 24
students and three staff jetted off
to the slopes of Norway for the annual
school ski trip. This was the first trip to
Norway for Box Hill and it promised to be
a good week away. It did not disappoint
despite some testing conditions with
heavy snowfall throughout the week.
The ‘powder hounds’ were happy with
some amazing fresh powder to play
in. Students were in ski school for five
days, with five hours of skiing each
day and all students on the trip made

A

Contact: Andy 07895 719 706
andy@kirksdomestics.co.uk

Office: 01306 743001

D

brilliant progress, whether they were
beginners, or the more advanced. The
evenings were spent socialising, with
tobogganing and film nights as well
as a session of night skiing. A fantastic
time was had by all and we are looking
forward to next year’s ski trip already.

Sport Relief Week

Monday 9th – Friday 13th March

A

s I write, Box Hill School are
participating in ‘The Big 1230 Mile
Challenge’ to celebrate and support

Sport Relief. The challenge equates with
the distance covered driving from Box
Hill School to Salem School, in Germany
AND back. This is the school which Kurt
Hahn established and is also a founding
Round Square School. All students
during their PE lessons will run, cycle,
jog, row or walk to contribute to the
1230 miles to help raise money. Staff
are also getting involved! Check back in
next month for an update on how much
money we raised and how the challenge
went!
Lily McKeown

Mickleham Parish Council

t its March meeting the Parish
Council received a detailed report
from Box Hill School regarding its plans
for dealing with the Coronavirus threat
and councillors thought it useful to
share with residents.
The School has a comprehensive risk
assessment and management action
plan and the management committee
meets every week to review. The
boarders are regarded as low risk
because they all live on site and are not
allowed out at weekends.
Nobody went home at half-term
and staff and students alike have to
report any travel plans and receive
authorisation. All travel plans for Easter
have to be reported so the School
knows where everyone is if situations
change in different countries.
Government advice is that pupils will
only have to self-isolate after the Easter

holidays if they have been to high-risk
countries or are showing symptoms.
Box Hill School is going further than this
and is encouraging all boarders to stay
over during the holiday period.
Moreover, if any choose to go home to
China, Taiwan, South Korea or Italy they
won’t be allowed back into school. If
they go to countries like Spain they will
be allowed back but if those countries
are re-classified as high-risk they won’t
be allowed back. This applies to pupils
and staff.
Residents are reminded to sign up for
the petition aimed at tackling the curse
of speeding vehicles and motorcycles
through the village. The take-up has
been disappointing so far and needs
a boost. More than one person per
household can sign. To access it go
to: http://petitions.surreycc.gov.uk/
DAAENS2019/

Another arm of the campaign is the
formation of a SpeedWatch group of
volunteers and by the time this edition
is published the group will have been
out in Mickleham monitoring vehicles
and recording data.
At the last Parish Council Meeting, the
problem of parked cars near Box Hill
School and the difficulties in exiting Dell
Close were addressed and chairman
David Ireland read out a letter from
headmaster Cory Lowde in which he
revealed the results of a survey he had
undertaken. It showed that on average
only 29% of cars parked on the road
near the school entrance were school
cars and the conclusion was that it was
a shared problem, part owned by the
village/school/Running Horses pub/
church. The Parish Council noted the
results and will now undertake their
own survey.
Trevor Haylett, Clerk
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E

Get IT Fixed, Get IT Connected
Expert Repair & Maintenance

Building Plans

For home improvements & extensions
Including planning & building regulations
Fast efficient service at competitive rates

MICHAEL LLOYD

CEng MICE

Brockham based. No call out charges. Fully transparent quotations
with no hidden costs. We make technology work for you.
Call us now on

01737 845980

aster is almost here and the adults
at nursery are hoping for cleaner
puddles for April shower puddle
jumping! Easter is always an exciting
time for young children: chocolate egg
hunts, the Easter bunny and spending
time with loved ones. At nursery we
also tell the children the Easter story,
we like to visit the church to look at
the carving of the Last Supper and
we celebrate new life. This Easter we
will again be incubating some fertile

eggs. Our children love watching the
chickens and their behaviour! There
are so many learning opportunities
involved with caring for our chickens.
One is currently poorly so has been
recuperating at Hilary’s house, the
children have noticed that Elsa is
not there and are interested in her
health updates. We have had recent
discussions as to whether chickens
can be classified as birds, particularly
following our dinosaur theme… any
of you who keep chickens will know
that a broody chicken is very like a
Velociraptor! Our children are curious
to know if chickens are birds then,
why they don’t fly like the birds in the
sky and perch in the trees? They learn
about life cycles (regular readers will
recall the ‘foxy’ demise of our last
batch) and how to be gentle and care for
things smaller than themselves. Anxious
children find the chickens particularly
calming, as they can feed them and
focus on caring for others. Each day a
child is the ‘Star’. One of the perks of

For free consultation:

being the star is collecting the eggs just
before the nursery session ends and
taking them home. This provides more
learning opportunities, as they bake
cakes, enjoy scrambled eggs and so on.
This term, children have also enjoyed
learning about our stick insects who
live in a tank inside the nursery. We
took them out recently to clear out
the tank and give them some new
privet twigs with fresh leaves to eat.
The children were amazed at how
camouflaged the stick insects were
and they learned the importance of not
squealing too loudly in case they scare
them! We read some stick insect facts
in a flip book and then the children
who wanted to hold them took turns.
Stick insects are surprisingly fast when
they move which surprised some of the
children who held them!
We also have a new pond which holds
all sorts of possibilities about exploring
new life in aquatic animals, watch this
space for our new life updates.
Natacha Fricker

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791 402

ChalkHill Systems

www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

R AInterior
BUTLER
and exterior
painting & decorating

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd 1

09/01/2014 19:26:26

over 30 years’ experience

Extensions and alterations often require a
Structural Engineer

BUILDING
REPAIRS
UNDERTAKEN

Robert Wynter & Partners Ltd

Local references if needed

Book House Vincent Lane
Dorking RH4 3HW

PATIOS DECKING etc NO JOB TOO SMALL

01372 372586 / 07776 256131

01306 879875

SAS Roofing & Building Ltd
Offering a full range of professional and
competitively priced roofing services

We Specialise in: New Roofs Flat Roofs • Tile & Slate Roofs • Re-pointing Chimney Stacks
• All Roof Repairs • Leadwork • Valleys Renewed & Repaired • External Painting
• New UPVC Fascias & Gutters • Moss Removal • All Work Guaranteed

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304727 or 07564 525 400
info@sasroofingandbuilding.co.uk | www.sasroofingandbuilding.co.uk
Live feed video roof inspections
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Leith Hill Place

Scone-Making
LED Workshop

L
E
C
AN

Tuesday 21st April 10 am –12.30 pm

C

Have you ever wondered how our volunteer bakers make such delicious scones? Find out in our scone-making
workshop on Tuesday 21st April 10am - 12.30pm. You will experiment with different ingredients and bake some
flavoured scones to take home along with a host of hints and tips. All ingredients supplied; £25.
Please book on 0344 249 1895.
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Mickleham Village Hall Dell Close
Weekdays 9.15 am – 12.15 pm (term time)
WITH OPTIONAL LUNCH CLUB
On Mondays and Thursdays there is the option for children to stay until 2.45 p.m.

Maximum 26 children per session
• playing naturally • learning naturally

We offer an excellent range of pre-school activities for 2½ to 5 year-olds
where they can learn through play in an informal friendly atmosphere.

Contact us for more information about admissions

01372 361021 www.stmichaelscommunitynursery.co.uk

Box Hill Bugs

Outdoor Toddler Group
A new friendly group in Mickleham for kids aged 0-5 years
to play along side their Childminder or Registered Nanny

Mickleham Village Hall
Every Tuesday Term time only 9.30 –11.30 a.m.
For more information please contact:
Natalie 07790 318 653 or ask to join our closed
Facebook group for Tuesday Toddles for regular updates.

For more info or to register contact:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/box-hill/features/box-hill-bugs)
or phone 01306 878554

W

Going Green

hile writing this, the first signs
of Spring are starting to make
a tentative appearance. A few brave
daffodils are out, and the early
blossom trees are in full bloom.
Following the recent heavy rain and
flooding, the changing season is a
welcome relief.
In the last year, there has been an
increased awareness of the damage
humans are doing to the planet.
Global warming has been linked to
the increased frequency and severity
of extreme weather events, whether
that is flooding in the UK or the worst
bushfires in Australia’s history.
Greta Thunberg has led the charge for
young people globally to protest about
the way the planet is being treated. At
St Michael’s Infant School our pupils
have been doing their own awareness
raising with posters appearing around
school highlighting the need to look
after planet Earth.
We have been thinking about what we
can do to help minimise our impact on
the environment.

As you may know from previous
editions, the Friends of St Michael's run
a weekly hot chocolate café throughout
the colder months. This year we have
started to encourage parents to bring
reusable travel cups. This is alongside
the compostable take away cups we
already use.
The Government's ‘School Food Plan’
gives all infant children a free lunch. In
Surrey, ours are provided by Twelve15,
the council catering team. To reduce
food waste (and to help increase the
chance of a full tummy!), the school
have given the children the chance to
pre-select which of the three meals on
offer they would like. This has certainly
been a hit with my children.
Mrs Stewart has been helping the
children engage with nature. To protect
it, you need to understand and care
for it. In Autumn, there was a guided
walk around some of the footpaths
surrounding school. Children were
encouraged to identify different trees
using their leaves. With the change
of season, the children have recently

stmichaels275775692.wordpress.com

been looking at the buds on branches
to identify them again.
With the ground starting to warm up,
the vegetable plots have been turned
over and planting has commenced.
Garlic and potatoes have been planted
to enjoy later in the year. I am not
sure we could reduce the food miles
anymore!
This term we are raising funds to
improve the stock of library books. Our
annual quiz had the highest turnout to
date and was as competitive as ever! I’m
sure some of the teams will be trying
to reclaim the glory at the Pub Quiz
which we are having in conjunction with
Mickleham Children’s playground on
the 19th May in the King William IV. See
page 9 for more details. Amy Rieley

Toddler Sense is a place where structured play goes hand in
hand with imagination, the freedom to explore and adventure!
For New Explorers and Adventurers aged 13 months to 4 years.
We have done the research; so you can enjoy the fun...
Visit us at www.toddlersense.com/reigate-region to discover our classes held at Mickleham Village Hall on Wednesdays.

BRAIN TEASER answer: Green-eyed Monster
Solution to the March crossword

Across: 1 Debatable 6 Scrub 9 Exotica 10 Trade-in 11 Scotty 12 Proteins 14 Data 15 Overweight 18 Paintbrush
20 Gene 23 Suspects 24 Duvets 26 Oversaw 27 Itchier 28 Kites 29 Rekindled.
Down: 1 Dressed up 2 Blow out 3 Thirty 4 Beam 5 Enterprise 6 Star Trek 7 Reeking 8 Bones 13 Ivory tower 16 Treasured
17 Atheists 19 Inspect 21 Ezekiel 22 Vulcan 23 Spork 25 Kirk.

The Dorking Group of Artists Spring Exhibition
10 am -
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Friday 1st to Sunday 3rd May
Betchworth Village Hall RH3 7JD

CAN

on Sunday)

5 pm (closes at 4 pm
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Cryptic
Crossword

6 en-suite rooms from £89 per night including breakfast

OPEN

Monday – Saturday: noon – 11 pm
Sunday: noon – 10.30 pm
BREAKFAST (open to non-residents) SERVED

Monday – Thursday: 7.30 – 9.30 am; Friday & Saturday: 8 – 10 am

LUNCH & DINNER SERVED

Monday – Thursday: noon – 3 pm & 6 – 9 pm
Friday & Saturday: noon – 3 pm & 6 – 10 pm
Sunday: noon – 6 pm
Across
1 See 5 Down
5 Angrily obsess about empty
thing that causes cancer (8)
9 If ever I vow to rebuild, get a
survey (8)
10 Nancy’s article hidden in butts for
performers of personal services (6)
11 At sea, key to true aim is to go
steady (4,4,4)
13 Boxer, given his first name
initially was a place in Africa (4)
14 Superior perhaps has
Christian symbol for keen
beginner in way of exercise (8)
17 Makes funky anorak go with
jumper (8)
18 See the back of American leader
in front – it’s really uninspiring (4)
20 Deceptive of us to spy in
garden entrance and hedging (12)
23 See 5 Down
24 Taunt liar about not having a
way to run away (4,4)
25 Throw off balance with kinky
teen lust (8)
26 Some begin German lessons
to get a bit of oomph (6)

J S Wilson
Carpentry & Building
Services
Mickleham

Down
2 Gush about feature of
graveyard (4)
3 Tart going around work with
ugly necklace (9)
4 Thank you - to eat most of
rice with edge of knife is not
straightforward! (6)
5/1/22/23 Absurd way idle
bloke sings filth to a hero is a
good song for these times
(6,4,2,3,6,4,2,4)
6 Sounds like insect seen in
France with what it uses to
structure shelters (8)
7 Pole has heard hair style makes
impact that sounds wet (5)

8 Rice is in sight, connected
with value of 5/1/22/23 (10)
12 ‘Twist’ is an example of wind
up and then a drop-in (10)
15 Groan about tempestuous
aunt being a 26 beast (9)
16 Stuff Reg! It’s the arrangement
that’s least courteous (8)
19 Arrange ‘Grease is the Word’
before getting original source of
oomph for ‘Greased Lightnin’’ (3,3)
21 Not even some French island
can give you a glimpse of
happiness (5)
Andrew Tatham
22 See 5

Extensions ~ Conversions
Refurbishments ~ Property Maintenance
Fully guaranteed ~ Fully insured
One call WILL solve it all
Contact Jason on: 07761 926684 or 01372 379359
jswilsonconstruction@gmail.com

Answers to the MARCH
crossword are on page 26

INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS

Photograph: Ben Tatham

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC
HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY
RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD

T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 74

Excavation of the sink hole at the village hall supervised by Tony Butler and David Kennington
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E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL EST. SMARTS HEATH LANE,
MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE VALUATION

01372 450500

www.johnwadsworth.co.uk sales@johnwadsworth.co.uk
A professional efficient and friendly service

Need help with your
accounts?
Running a business needs time and
energy – don’t waste your time working
on your accounts when you can work on
your business instead!
At a4c we provide fixed fee accountancy
solutions with friendly support
throughout the year. Services include
accounts, tax returns, VAT, payroll, bookkeeping etc.
Friendly, approachable and local to
Dorking – we enjoy getting to know our
clients so call us today for a no obligation
chat.
We LOVE numbers so YOU don’t have
to!

01737 652 852

esther@a4cgroup.co.uk
www.a4cgroup.co.uk

David Tobitt
Carpets
Fine carpets supplied
and fitted
We have over 45 years’ experience
working in Dorking and
the local area
• A comprehensive range
of carpets available
• We can bring samples
to your home
• Advice given on all
types of carpet work

We take pride in
what we do

01306 885032
07504 098735

www.davidtobittcarpets.co.uk

Martin Burgess
Landscape and Garden Design
Consultation service for
garden planning planting
and maintenance
01737 842289 / 07966 183395

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848
Meaby & Co Solicitors sits proudly in the heart of Dorking High Street providing expert legal advice
to individuals and businesses throughout the town and its surrounding area. With additional offices
throughout London, our experienced team, our 5* Google reviews and award winning service
will ensure that all of your legal needs are supported on your doorstep.

Specialising in:
Residential & Commercial Property
Wills, Trusts & Probate
Litigation and Mediation
Crisis Management

Fraud & Private Crime
LGBT Experts
Employment Law
Family & Divorce Law

Reputation Protection
Commercial & Corporate Law
Media & Entertainment
Lease Extensions

Drop by our offices at 159 High Street, Dorking RH4 1AD or contact our switchboard on 01306 884432.
Need advice elsewhere? We can assist. We have branch offices in Camberwell, Soho & Chigwell.

Switchboard: 01306 884432 www.meaby.co.uk

@MeabyandCo

meaby-&-co

MeabyandCo

meabyandco

